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January 22, 2015The Asia Society Korea Center celebrated the beginning of 2015 by holding its
New Year Celebration on January 22nd, 2015. The event, host&hlyDong -Bin, Chairman MUMBAI

of both Asia Society Korea Center and the Lotte Group, included a tour of the Lotte World
Tower construction site and Lotte World Mall, and was followed by a banquet. In attendance NEW YORK
were Honorary ChairmarDr. Lee Hong -Koo, over 30 members of the foreign diplomatic AN FRANCISCO
community, and corporate and individual members of the Asia Society. The highlight of the

evening was a guided tour of the construction site of the new Lotte World Tower. Upon its SEOUL
completion in 2016, the tower will become the tallest skyscraper on the Korean Peninsula with
123 floors and a total height of 555 meters. (Continued on Page 6) SHANGHAI
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News & Events
Meet the Author Series

As part of the Asia Society Korea Centerds O6Meet the Aut
Fennell met with several authors based in Seoul to find out more about the authors and to get an insight into their new books

DaisyLeeYangi s a former professor at Seo
of Yang Sung-chul, a former lawmaker who served as the South Korean
ambassador to the United States from 2000 to 2003.

AlthoughDaisy Lee Yang, also knownJamg Jin Lee, has not done much work

in translation in the past, she wrote her first novel, Lady Bora from Diamond
Mountain, which is based around a superhero whom young people can look up
to. Set in the Chosun Dynasty, the story tells how a super heroine overcomes
her misfortune to come to the aid of her country in its time of need. Endowed
with supernatural powers, Lady Bora can fly, change her appearance, see
events taking place in the future, and use other magical, powers.

Mark James Russell h as already published tw MoRK Janizs nlssELL ‘1‘ , and
done yeti in early 2015 he will publish his first novel, a fantasy tale tifleehg YOUNG-HEE '

-hee and the Pullocho. His first book,Pop Goes Korea: Behind the Revolu- S the

tion in Movies, Music and Internet Culture focused on the amazing changd PULLOCHO

that transformed Koreads popul ar
1990s to the 2000s. His second bodk;Pop Now! The Korean Music Revo-
lution looked at Korean pop music and the culture that created it. In this ng
book debut,Mr. Russelputs a Korean spin on an evergreen fantasy trope, int
weaving Korean folktales with the story of a young girl who, without realizing i
in search of herself. Readers follow Yotlmge as she finds herself on an epic qug
encountering dragons, ghosts, tigers and all sorts of creatures from out of f§
tales.

One of the main attractions that bring visitors to the neighborhoods of
Bukchon, Insalong and Samcheeatong, is the Hanok, or traditional
Korean house. Although many people get to see the picturesque small
streets lined with these traditional houses, not many people get to go
inside. This is what inspiredani Park , Robert Fouser and Jongkeun
Lee to write and publistHanok: The Korean House, which was re-
leased in late 2014. Nani Paslas born in Korea, but grew up in Hawaii,
which gives her the special perspective as an insider and outsider in
e B o Korea. Currently residing in Seoul, she started this project when she
- realized there was a lack of wellade books on Hanok in the market.

1

Hanok

The Korean House

James Pearson is a correspondent for Reuters in Seoul, where he
covers politics and general news in North and South Korea. He holds a
BA in Chinese and Korean from the School of Oriental and African
Studies (SOAS) and a Master's of Philosophy in Oriental Studies from
the University of Cambridge. One of the most informative and con-
temporary books to be released on North Korea in early 20Ngrth
Korea Confidential focuses on real daily life in the country as opposed
to broader strategic security questiondames Pearsoand Daniel
Tudor, formerly of The Economist are two leading British journalists
who deliver an insight into the North Korea through their personal
insights and first hand reporting.

Read the full interviews at www. asiasociety.org/korea



