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Farewell Dinner for Mr. Marc Knapper,
Chargé d'Affaires ad interim of the
U.S. Embassy

The Asia Society Korea organized a farewell dinner for Mr. Marc Knapper, Chargé d’Affaires
ad interim of the U.S. Embassy in Seoul, on July 10, 2018. Corporate and individual members of
the Asia Society Korea as well as the staff of the U.S. Embassy were in attendance to bid farewell

to Mr. Knapper. (Continued on Page | 1) KO rea

2018 Voice of Youth HONG KONG

HOUSTON
Asia Society Korea reaffirmed its com- LOS ANGELES
mitment to providing a space for the
youth of Korea to share their ideas by MANILA
holding its first “Voice of Youth — Re-
search  Presentation” on July 3, MELBOURNE
2018. Over the past couple of months,
P P MUMBAI

university students have been submitting

their research papers, and following a NEW YORK
tough selection process, five finalists

were chosen to present at this week's SAN FRANCISCO

event.

SEOUL
The presenters from various local uni- SHANGHAI
versities, covered a diverse range of
topics, which made for an informative afternoon. Each candidate was assessed and graded in TOKYO
terms of their knowledge, planning, strategy and applicability, personal qualities, and enthusiasm.
(Continued on Page 4) WASHINGTON D.C.
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Monthly Luncheon Series

Is Quantum Leap Possible in the Upcoming
North Korean Development Process?

May Monthly Luncheon guest speaker, Mr. Wonjae Lee, brought the topic of
innovation to the table. Lee’s voice is familiar to most Koreans since he regularly
! participates in panels on KBS Radio; furthermore, he is the CEO of a new think
tank called ‘LAB2050’ and he also serves as a member of the Presidential
Committee on Aging Society and Population Policy in the Korean government.
Lee spoke on the topic “Is Quantum-leap Possible in the Upcoming North
Korean Development Process!” and set out to demonstrate how advanced
economies such as Korea’s will need to adapt due to changes in technology,
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income distribution, and population.

In terms of technology, Lee explained that automation is taking away jobs year
by year. He used Adidas as an example, since the company recently created a
smart factory that employs only ten people in Germany yet produces the same
Mr. Wonjae Lee amount of output as 600 people in a factory in Bangladesh. This exhibits how

companies around the world are able to produce more goods while employing

fewer workers. Lee used evidence from the World Economic Forum to show how societies have gone through three industrial
stages - initial mechanization, mass production, and computers and automation - to a fourth revolution termed ‘Cyber Physical

Systems’. This fourth stage utilizes artificial intelligence, resulting in factories that can operate without human oversight.

Lee then moved on to explain how income distribution in developed countries is changing. First, he presented a graph to point out
how ‘real term wages’ have grown progressively lower than ‘real term labor productivity’ since the mid-nineties. From a worker’s
perspective, this means that even if workers are more efficient, the reward for labor output does not grow at the same rate. A
second graph demonstrated how low-income workers are receiving a lower proportion of the wealth that is generated by
companies than in the past; instead, it is capital owners such as investors or land owners who are eating up the difference. Another
challenge that Lee noted is the huge growth in the ‘knowledge economy’ at the expense of the ‘industrial labor economy’. The
‘knowledge economy’ deals with intangible assets like patents, copyrights, and trademarks, and this intellectual property con-
tributes to 87% of the S&P market value, compared to just 17% in 1975. All the graphs came together to show that the value of
labor is continuously decreasing. Population was the final change that Lee observed, since most developed countries are suffering
from aging populations, with Korea being a prime example. This will create issues going forward as today two-thirds of Korea’s
population is in the ‘working age’ bracket, but this will decrease to less than half of its population in fifty years. This will be a big
challenge for economies as they will have a smaller labor workforce to count on. Lee then moved on to talk about how the current
government is planning to deal with these three changes. He explained that the Moon administration has come up with a new
policy called “Innovative Growth and Income-Led Growth”. The first part relates to more investment in research and technology,

and the second combats disproportionate income distribution through raising the minimum wage and improving social security.

Finally, Lee brought North Korea into the equation by explaining his own model, which opposes the conventional wisdom that
North Korea will potentially complement South Korea through cheap labor and natural resources. This new model is supported
by the inconvenient truth that the North already has its own aging population, as well as his earlier argument that we are facing the
importance of the fourth industrial revolution and the significance of the ‘knowledge economy’. Lee claims the suggestion that the
North should replicate the model that the South used to grow into a global economic leader is wrong because we are now in a
different time; thus, it would make sense for the North to start from the fourth industrial stage rather than the first. The goal
should be to create jobs that are desirable for 2018 and not in labor-driven industries such as agriculture and manufacturing. He
concluded by arguing that because the North would be starting from scratch, it would be the perfect place to test out revolu-

tionary concepts; for instance, smart technology, shared economies, and social innovation.

While we are still a long way from seeing ideas such as these come to fruition, it shows how far relations have come between the
two countries that they are even being suggested. What is also clear from Lee’s talk is that the world stops for no one, and if South

Korea wants to remain at the front of the pack, it will need to continue to innovate.

*This series is sponsored by Lotte Chemical,
Poongsan, Samjong KPMG, Best Network, Lutronic,
and Mr. Young Joon Kim
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The Fate of Iran’s Nuclear Deal and Its Impact on
U.S.-North Korea Denuclearization Talks

Asia Society Korea wrapped up its spring season of luncheons with a talk
by the Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Iran, H.E. Hassan
Taherian. Ambassador Taherian has been serving in South Korea since
2014 and he lectured on “The Fate of Iran’s Nuclear Deal and Its Impact
on U.S.-North Korea Denuclearization Talks”. The talk went into detail
on the roots of Iran’s nuclear program, the outlook for the Joint Com-
I R ) SEREY S ERMCYEE prehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), and the impact of the JCPOA on the
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H.E. Taherian opened by explaining that Iran’s nuclear program predates
the Islamic Revolution of Iran, and it is only since the Revolution that the
sia @Asia @®sia @Asia @Asi West has become opposed to it. He claimed that Western countries
= e WA 2D <5 were, in fact, intertwined in agreements with Iran prior to the Revolution,
&/ 44 but that they went back on their pledges, which caused great economic
a @AS“’;} ‘@Ags harm to Iran. Since the role of nuclear science was critical to the Iranian
3 T economy and its sustainable development, Iran decided to continue with
®Asia ¢ ’ N | its peaceful program that has always opposed the use of nuclear tech-
e ior / nology for weaponry. Following the Revolution, however, the West

; ; hindered Iran’s progression through obstacles and discrimination. Ac-
cording to H.E. Taherian, the U.S. and its allies used the media and other
outlets to condemn Iran’s nuclear program a security threat. The even-
| tual pressure, he added, from Western countries and the United Nations
Security Council resulted in Iran agreeing to sign the JCPOA in 2015. The
= deal assured that Iran would halt a large amount of its nuclear activities
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and accept a robust inspection regime in return for the lifting of sanctions.

The ambassador went on to explain that since 2015, Iran has not violated
the JCPOA and this is supported by its flawless inspection records.
However, the U.S. has decided to withdraw from the deal, and H.E. Taherian believes this demonstrates that the U.S. is unreliable
and unpredictable. H.E. Taherian stated that if the JCPOA is to continue, the remaining countries should guarantee to make up for

H.E. Hassan Taherian

the losses that will be incurred by America’s absence; otherwise, there is no motivation for Iran to stay in the agreement.

In terms of the impact of the JCPOA on the U.S.-North Korean negotiations, the ambassador claimed that it is still too early and
time will tell for determining what terms are put forward by both parties. H.E. Taherian did make a point of noting that the nuclear
programs of Iran and North Korea are of a totally different nature since Iran’s program has always been peaceful, with no intention
to produce a nuclear weapon. Nevertheless, he acknowledged that Iran welcomes any measures that reduce tensions and increase

stability on the Korean peninsula.

Finally, H.E. Taherian asserted that America’s withdrawal from the JCPOA will impact the negotiations with North Korea because
the North will note that America has a history of going back on previous agreements. Thus, North Korea will want assurances that
America will not pull out of any agreement it makes and this will add to the complexity of the talks. The ambassador does not
anticipate a quick resolution with North Korea as they will have noted America’s previous actions in Iran, Libya, and Iraq. This, he
believes, is why the North only promised a gradual process of denuclearization during the summit in Singapore. North Korean
leaders, H.E. Taherian believes, are well aware that their power only remains with the possession of a nuclear weapon, and if they

give it up, all that was previously agreed to will be meaningless as America will go back on its promises.

Following his talk, H.E. Taherian took a number of questions from those present before wrapping up what was another an ex-
cellent luncheon. The Asia Society Korea Luncheon Series will now take a break for the summer before returning again in Sep-

tember for its fall season.

*This series is sponsored by Lotte Chemical,
Poongsan, Samjong KPMG, Best Network, Lutronic,
and Mr. Young Joon Kim
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2018 Voice of Youth

(Continued from Page )

Seven distinguished judges were in attendance to pick a winner: Chong Ghee Ahn, Senior Advisor at Kim & Chang; Jimmy
Chul Won CHEY, President of MIGHT & MAIN; Sung-Joo Han, Professor Emeritus, Korea University; Eddie Suk Hyun
Kang, Creative Director at Happy Cell Inc; Sean Sea-Yeon Kim, CEO of W Investment & Finance Co., Ltd; Yvonne Kim,
Executive Director at Asia Society Korea; Hong-Koo Lee, Chairman of Seoul Forum; and Peter Pae, Seoul Bureau Chief at

Bloomberg.

The representative from Chung-ang University, Hong-il Kim, got things underway with a talk about cryptocurrency regulation in
South Korea. Given the recent interest in the alternative currencies, the issue of legalization and its impact on society requires
attention. Kim used his time to make suggestions for establishing effective policing and regulatory guidelines for blockchain
technology in Korea. After presenting the situation in Korea and outlining the approaches taken by other countries, Kim urged
policymakers on the peninsula to speed up their decision making and cooperate with the private sector. Through pertinent
regulation that clamps down on illegal activities, fosters the technology, and works with international partners, Kim believes

cryptocurrencies offer a great opportunity for Korea and the world as a whole.

The second presenter, Eun-ji Park, is a well-traveled exchange student from Ehwa University and she covered South Korea’s
position in North-East Asia’s integrated carbon market. Park opened by noting that since the Paris Agreement, North-East Asian
countries, including Korea, have yet to find acceptable solutions to the carbon pollution issue. With this in mind, she set out to
analyze the difficulties faced by domestic stakeholders in this area and the reasons why international cooperation has been un-
successful. Through detailed research, Park demonstrated that Korea, China, and Japan are not ready to implement linkage-ready

markets due to individual domestic issues that must be overcome as linkage is critical for improving the current situation.

Next up to the podium was Eun-kyung Son with her research on female entrepreneurs in South Korea and their effect on the
global economy. Son, a Sogang University student, pointed out the importance these entrepreneurs, both foreign and immigrant,
can have on an economy, but she also explained that data shows female entrepreneurs are underrepresented, and that there is a
lack of research analysis in this area. Following interviews with a number of subjects, her paper made recommendations such as the

collection and accumulation of essential data, sustainable business mentorships, and equal access to a childcare support system.

The fourth speaker, Gah-wan Yoo, used her intern experience in the U.S. as motivation for her research into financial literacy
programs for immigrant women in South Korea. The Ehwa Woman’s University student observed that most immigrant support
programs on the peninsula focus on language education, vocational training, and psychological treatment without any considera-
tion for economic education. She recommended, firstly, that the Ministry of Gender Equality and Family and the Ministry of
Strategy and Finance unite their programs to avoid redundancy. She also called for programs that operate on a long-term basis

rather than as one-off sessions, which she claimed are inadequate.

To wrap-up the event, a student from Yonsei University, Lee Youjin, used her concerns about the future of many universities in
Korea as motivation to investigate how an understanding of the Fourth Industrial Revolution can help with the issue. Lee argued
that Korean universities need an innovative model to improve their competitiveness and this can be achieved through a better
understanding of where science and technology is headed. Furthermore, Lee believes Korea should move to a communicative
approach to education, which allows students to interact with numerous people in the field of science rather than follow a tra-

ditional lecture-style approach.

All five participants performed exceptionally well and the judges face a difficult task in selecting a winner. The final decision will be
announced at an awards ceremony at the end of this month. The winner will receive a certificate and cash prize, but more im-

portantly, the event demonstrated the importance of hearing ideas from diverse groups of people.

Sponsored by
KB Financial Group Inc. KIM & CHANG * Bloomberg citi
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#MeToo Movement in South Korea

E

By Mark Sample, Contributing Writer

When American actress Alyssa Milano tweeted #MeToo and encouraged women to get involved to “give people a sense of the
magnitude of the problem”, nobody would have predicted how far and wide the feminist movement would stretch. As the tag went
viral throughout America during October 2017, socially conservative South Korea remained relatively quiet. Feminism was a term,

at the time, that most Koreans would not want attributed to them.

In fact, barely a month before #MeToo enveloped Korea, K-pop idol Son Na-eun of Apink faced a storm of criticism for promoting
feminism when she posted a photo of her phone cover that read “GIRLS CAN DO ANYTHING.” Up to this point, gender
inequality was a facet that remained largely under the radar as most people chose to ignore it, and the rest feared the conse-
quences of initiating a debate on the topic. Women have traditionally faced mockery for bringing up these issues and female victims

of sexual harassment or assault had to overcome suspicion, with those in power, men, likely to try to silence or tarnish them.

Rather than remain in the shadows, however, women are standing up and letting their voices be heard. It took a few brave indi-
viduals to set the wheels in motion, with hundreds of Korean women coming forward to tell their stories of maltreatment at the
hands of men. The key inspiration was Seo Ji-hyeon, who alleged during a live interview with a news channel that a former South

Korean Ministry of Justice official, Ahn Tae-geun, groped her during a funeral in 2010.

Allegations against a presidential hopeful, Ahn Hee-jung, an esteemed poet, Ko Un, and an award winning movie director, Kim Ki
-duk, poured more fuel on the fire, which enabled the movement to grow week-by-week. As 2018 has progressed, both traditional
and social media networks have become dominated by discussions about gender discrimination on the peninsula. Previously
underreported facts such as Korean women receiving less than a third of men’s salaries, and women filling just 2% of Korean

boardrooms have become common knowledge and topics of debate throughout the nation.

Like the country has seen on the political front in recent times, a true sign of change on the horizon comes when the people take
to the streets to protest in large numbers. March saw the #MeToo movement hold its own marathon protest in downtown Seoul

when almost 200 woman took the microphone to tell their personal stories of sexual harassment for 2018 minutes non-stop.

Changes are starting to take place with the Moon Jae-in administration announcing extensions to the statute of limitations in sexual
abuse cases, and a process that allows victims to report crimes anonymously. The president, nevertheless, noted that the country

“cannot solve this through laws alone and we need to change our culture and attitude”.

As Moon notes, it is changes to the culture and attitudes that will prove the most challenging obstacle in altering what was once a
patriarchal society. This is not an easy task but there is a clear determination amongst the young generation, particularly, to make

a breakthrough and the #MeToo movement continues to be a key stimulus.
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2018 Russia World Cup, a Story after Pyeongchang
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As summer starts to heat up in Korea, memories of the PyeongChang Games begin to fade away. Such is the nature of sports fans.
Rather than bask in the glory of Yun Sung-bin’s astounding gold medal or reminisce over the “Garlic Girls” meteoric rise to

stardom, spectators search for the next big event on the calendar and a new hero to get behind.

June will provide this opportunity as it sees the start of the Men’s FIFA World Cup, which will take place in Russia. The South
Korean national soccer team will need to take a huge chunk of inspiration from the likes of Yun Sung-bin if they are to make it out
of the first round since they have been drawn in Group F, also known as, “The Group of Death” with Germany, Sweden, and

Mexico.

While sports fans do tend to look forwards, they also never forget. To mention the World Cup in Korea automatically stirs up
conversation about the tournament that was hosted jointly by Korea and Japan in 2002. Of course, not only did that event suc-
cessfully thrust the nation onto the global stage, but it produced a truly inspiring story under the leadership of Guus Hiddink. That
team, unfortunately, fell short when it lost in the semi-finals to Germany. On the way to the last four, however, The Red Devils
upset the odds by beating Poland, Portugal, Italy, and Spain to win the hearts and minds of the Korean people and sports fans
around the world. Ironically, the 2018 edition will see Korea compete against Germany again, and attempt to avenge that loss on
the way to going one step further than Hiddink’s team. Another hero from that story, Park Ji-sung, is not so optimistic. This week

he claimed Korea has more than a fifty percent chance of exiting the tournament early.

On May 14, Korean manager Shin Tae-yong announced his preliminary squad, which included 28 players, and this will be whittled
down to a final list of 23. The 61st ranked team in the world will be relying heavily on its power in midfield and attack that comes
from the likes of English Premier League stars Son Heung-min and Ki Sung-yueng, but the manager acknowledged his team’s
defensive frailties. The Taegook Warriors have been rocked by the news that regular defensive starters, Kim Min-jae and Kim Jin

-su will both miss the tournament due to injury; thus, Shin is tasked with finding adequate replacements.
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Farewell Dinner for Mr. Marc Knapper,
Chargé d'Affaires ad interim of the
U.S. Embassy

(Continued from Page |)

Opening remarks were given by Yvonne Yoon-Hee Kim, Executive Director of the Asia Society Korea, which were fol-
lowed by the toast proposed by Hong-Koo Lee, Acting Chairman of the Asia Society Korea. During the dinner, John De-
lury, a senior fellow at the Asia Society Center on US-China Relations who is also an Associate Professor at Yonsei University,
moderated a conversation with Mr. Knapper on the future of U.S.-Korea relations. The evening was successfully brought to a
close with a gift presentation to Mr. Knapper and a farewell message by Dr. Song-Mi Yi, a member of the Asia Society's
Global Council who is a Professor Emerita at the Academy of Korean Studies.
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The U.S.-DPRK Summit:
Optimists, Pessimists, and Trump’s Two-Level War

By Daniel A. Pinkston, Asia Society Korea Advisory Committee Member

The summit between Donald Trump and Kim Jong-un in Singapore will be the first meeting of a sitting U.S. president and a North
Korean leader. For that reason alone, the event carries historic symbolism, but the outcome of the meeting and the implemen-
tation of any agreement is much more important. Many people have been speculating about the summit and whether it will be the
beginning of a process for peace and reconciliation. Some have gone as far to suggest that Trump could win a Nobel Peace Prize if
the summit goes well. However, much uncertainty remains because the summit was scheduled on short-notice and the prepa-
rations have been less than transparent. As expected, optimists and pessimists have been prognosticating about three likely results

of the summit.

Regardless of the summit outcome, Trump’s actions at both the domestic and international levels are increasing the likelihood that
any U.S.-DPRK summit agreement will fail during the implementation phase. The execution of any complex arms control agree-
ment will require a lot of expert staff, but Trump has been replacing the professional bureaucracy with unqualified people char-
acterized by patron-client ties and personal loyalty. Trump has disguised this as a war on the “deep state,” but in reality, he is
decimating the “deep bench of experts” needed to implement coherent policies in support of the U.S. national interest. Fur-
thermore, if diplomacy fails, the U.S. will need to cooperate with allies and partners to manage persistent North Korean threats.
That cooperation is contingent upon the liberal world order, which Trump is seeking to undermine. Before returning to Trump’s

two-level war, let’s explore some of the expectations and possible outcomes of the summit.


https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/09/us/politics/trump-korea-nobel-peace-prize.html
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2018/05/21/trump-vs-the-deep-state
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Summit Optimists

The optimists roughly can be divided into two groups. | call the first group “the new North Korea camp.” This camp is the
most optimistic and believes that a negotiated settlement might not have been possible before, but now it is possible or even
likely because North Korea has changed. Different causes are cited: China’s sanctions enforcement, Moon’s engagement poli-
cy, Trump’s “maximum pressure and engagement,” North Korean internal dynamics and social change, Kim’s reformist mind,
or some combination of factors. Although the casual mechanism is important and interesting, whichever it is, the result is the
same—a change in North Korea’s policy preferences has created a convergence of interests, which in turn has created bargain-
ing space for a possible deal. The “new North Korea” optimists tend to believe a shorter time horizon is needed to end the

Korean War, denuclearize North Korea, and establish a permanent peace regime on the peninsula.

| call the second group “the Coase theorem camp.” The group argues that an efficient bargaining outcome between North Ko-
rea and the U.S. was always available, but transactions costs and imperfect information have prevented the two sides from
reaching a settlement. From this perspective, the national security policy of each country creates externalities that are per-
ceived as threats by the other. However, the Coase theorem camp expects high-level diplomacy to reduce transactions costs
and to disclose information that will enable to the two sides to reach a mutually beneficial settlement. This camp directs most
of its criticism towards the United States, particularly towards the Clinton, Bush, and Obama administrations for “failing to
complete the Agreed Framework, for abandoning the Agreed Framework, and for strategic patience.” They also tend to believe
that implementation will take a considerable amount of time, but that the barriers to cooperation can be managed and sur-

mounted over the long-term.

Summit Pessimists

There are many pessimists of different persuasions, and they can be categorized in different ways. For example, they can be divided
into short-term and long-term pessimists, or they can be classified according to the intensity of their pessimism. Some believe the
diplomatic process will break down quickly, while others think the inevitable collapse will come later. Some believe that diplomatic
failure will have catastrophic consequences, leading into conflict or even nuclear war. Others believe that the collapse of diplomacy
will leave the peninsula with the status quo of deterrence and containment, and although suboptimal, they view mutual deterrence
as robust and relatively stable. Still others believe that although short-term diplomatic failure might not lead to a crisis and conflict
immediately, they argue that North Korea’s nuclear capabilities will make tailoring deterrence more complicated in the shadow of
the “stability-instability paradox.” Finally, the “optimistic pessimists” believe that whether the summit fails in the short-term or

long-term doesn’t really matter that much because all parties are constrained from using force unilaterally to gain an advantage.

Diplomatic
Success

Catastrophic
Failure

Stable
Failure

Short-term

1

3

5

Long-term

2

4

6

New NK optimists (short-term success)
Coase theorem optimists (long-term success)
Short-term catastrophic pessimists
Long-term catastrophic pessimists
Short-term stable pessimists

Long-term stable pessimists

Oy M b

Of course, these are rough simplifications of the possible pathways ahead. The future will be more nuanced with some unantici-
pated consequences—both good and bad. But the common thread through all pathways is that the policy response will require
international cooperation. Under the best conditions, whereby Pyongyang fully cooperates in a fast-track arms control and dis-
armament process, extraordinary international coordination and cooperation would be required. Weapons inspectors from
the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW), and arms
control experts from relevant countries such as the United States, Russian, or China would be needed to draft and execute plans
for verification and the accounting of materials, facilities, and human resources. Compliance will have to be coordinated with the
UN Security Council and national capitals to coordinate the removal of economic sanctions. International financial institutions
would have to be consulted if any positive incentives are to be provided in exchange for North Korean cooperation. The timing of
the actions and deliverables will depend upon whether the process is shorter and very cooperative, or if it is longer and more

contentious.


https://www.38north.org/2018/04/rcarlin042318/
https://www.ft.com/content/8a2b2696-33f7-11e8-ae84-494103e73f7f
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2018/03/moon-jae-in-south-korea-north-korea/555338/
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2018/03/moon-jae-in-south-korea-north-korea/555338/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/statement-vice-president-mike-pence-inter-korean-summit/
https://www.chinausfocus.com/foreign-policy/reform-and-opening-up-with-north-korean-characteristics
https://www.upi.com/Kim-Jong-Un-hungry-for-economic-reform-Seoul-says/6721525186735/
https://www.cato.org/blog/did-trumps-maximum-pressure-bring-north-korea-table
https://voxeu.org/article/economic-ideas-ronald-coase
https://www.38north.org/2018/06/lsigal06062018/
https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/north-korea-missile-test-us-1994-agreed-framework-pyongyang-programme-kim-jong-un-donald-trump-a7876446.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/north-korea-missile-test-us-1994-agreed-framework-pyongyang-programme-kim-jong-un-donald-trump-a7876446.html
https://www.38north.org/2015/05/jlewis051415/
https://www.38north.org/2017/03/rcarlin032117/
https://edition.cnn.com/2018/06/08/opinions/what-happens-if-us-and-north-korea-go-to-war/index.html
http://www.keia.org/sites/default/files/publications/reinforcing_deterrence_the_u.s._military_response_to_north_koren_provocations.pdf
http://www.keia.org/sites/default/files/publications/reinforcing_deterrence_the_u.s._military_response_to_north_koren_provocations.pdf
https://www.iaea.org/
https://www.opcw.org/
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The pessimistic pathways present daunting challenges and a broader range of necessary policy responses. In the worst-case
scenario, planning for and executing the unthinkable would be extremely costly. Slipping into a crisis and stumbling into a cata-
strophic war would require high-tempo military operations in and around the Korean peninsula, but the U.S. military almost
certainly could not achieve any meaningful political or military objectives without access to military bases, the air space, and the
territorial waters of Japan and the Republic of Korea. Absent North Korean aggression, it seems inconceivable that the prime
minister of Japan and the president of the Republic of Korea would grant access to bases, air space, and territorial waters for
preventative strikes or preventive war against North Korea without a Chapter Seven resolution from the UN Security Council

authorizing the use of force.

If diplomacy collapses, the peninsula will return to the status quo ante, whereby deterrence and containment, economic sanctions,
and diplomatic pressure will be the main instruments for dealing with Pyongyang’s intransigence. These measures also require
close multinational cooperation among allies and partners to raise the costs of North Korean belligerence, to deter aggression,
and to signal resolve. Coordinating policy and declaratory statements, planning and executing combined and multinational military
exercises to maintain readiness will be critical to ensure that North Korea does not miscalculate. Intelligence sharing will be critical
for sanctions enforcement and any necessary interdiction efforts against North Korean proliferation activities. Export control
regimes will have to maintain vigilance even though Pyongyang has been successful in many of its import substitution efforts. In the
case of a humanitarian disaster triggered by war, natural disaster, or food insecurity, the appropriate policy response will require
coordination with international organizations (IOs) and nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) such as the International Com-

mittee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and the World Food Program (WFP).

In sum, whichever pathway unfolds after the summit, international cooperation will be critical for managing the process. Allies,
partners, friendly nations, 1O0s, relevant national agencies, the private sector, export control regimes, research institutes, and
NGOs will have different roles to play depending on the process. Weak or inadequate cooperation internationally will create
opportunities for North Korea to maintain its belligerent posture, enhance its nuclear and missile capabilities, and to use its

nuclear arsenal for coercive purposes.

Trump’s Two-Level War

North Korea presents several perplexing international security problems. There are no easy, quick solutions, and no single actor
can resolve the problems unilaterally. While international cooperation will be necessary for dealing with the broad spectrum of
possible outcomes after the summit, Donald Trump is creating barriers to cooperation with his two-level war: the first against

American liberal-democracy and the rule of law; and the second against the liberal world order.

At the domestic level, no person or institution, except for Vladimir Putin and Trump himself, seems safe from Trump’s hateful
rants. It’s difficult to keep track of all his vile verbal assaults, but targets have included Senator John McCain, Gold Star fami-
lies, opposition politicians, “son of a bitch” NFL football players exercising their First Amendment right to protest, and celebrities.
His misogyny is legendary, as he has bragged about “grabbing women by the pussy because they let you do it,” and he even agreed
on a radio program that his daughter is a “piece of ass.” And who could forget Trump’s long history of racism? Or his irrational
obsession with the lie that Barack Obama was born in Kenya? He seems to relish in aggravating the virtual carnage he spoke of in

his inaugural address.

Trump’s relentless assault against democratic norms, U.S. government institutions, and the rule of law is chilling. He has threat-
ened to disregard electoral results, to jail political opponents, and to revoke media licenses. He has attacked the First Amendment
and press freedom by calling the media “the enemy of the people.” Trump’s treacherous onslaught against U.S. governmental
institutions in many ways mirrors China’s Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution that left government capacity decimated and
countless lives ruined. Trump has attacked the CIA and intelligence community, the FBI, and others. His cabinet officers have
undermined the functions and capacity of the State Department, the Department of Energy, the Department of Agriculture,
the Environmental Protection Agency, the Department of Education, and more. Trump has sought to transform the Department

of Justice into his personal law enforcement and internal security arm to “go after Democrats” as if he were a tin-pot dictator.

Trump also is fighting an international war against the liberal world order. The avalanche of events makes it difficult to see the big
picture as we become overwhelmed with the minutiae of almost daily scandals and attacks against global norms and institutions.
No institution seems spared from Trump’s incoherent rampages that are bolstered with lies and propaganda disseminated by
friendly media outlets. The lies and propaganda then metastasize through social media to become “reality” for Trump and his

supporters.


https://www.icrc.org/en/where-we-work/asia-pacific/democratic-peoples-republic-korea
https://www.icrc.org/en/where-we-work/asia-pacific/democratic-peoples-republic-korea
http://www1.wfp.org/countries/democratic-peoples-republic-korea
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2015/jul/18/donald-trump-john-mccain-vietnam-iowa-republicans
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/trumps-despicable-gold-star-lies_us_59e7f117e4b0e60c4aa367e2
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/trumps-despicable-gold-star-lies_us_59e7f117e4b0e60c4aa367e2
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/trump-today-president-mocks-little-adam-schiff-as-democrats-push-for-memo-release-2018-02-05
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/94694888-157.html
https://www.amny.com/entertainment/trump-celebrity-twitter-feuds-1.13426669
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/28/us/politics/donald-trump-tape.html
http://www.slate.com/blogs/the_slatest/2016/10/08/trump_to_howard_stern_you_can_call_ivanka_a_piece_of_ass.html
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/features/trumps-long-history-of-racism-w497876
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/donald-trump-birther_us_5a1e1ce7e4b0dc52b02a22a4
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2018/02/trump-carnage/553424/
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/10/20/us/politics/presidential-debate.html
https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2018/1/2/1729104/-Donald-Trump-kicks-off-2018-by-calling-for-his-political-opponents-to-be-jailed
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/10/11/us/politics/trump-nbc-fcc-broadcast-license.html
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2017/02/24/donald-trump-cpac-media-enemy-of-the-people/98347970/
https://newrepublic.com/article/147366/anti-intelligence
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2018/may/23/donald-trump-fbi-spy-claims-robert-mueller-russia-investigation
http://foreignpolicy.com/2017/01/27/trump-is-already-mismanaging-the-state-department/
https://www.vanityfair.com/news/2017/07/department-of-energy-risks-michael-lewis
https://www.vanityfair.com/news/2017/11/usda-food-stamps-school-lunch-trump-administration
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/12/22/climate/epa-buyouts-pruitt.html
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/education-k-12/news/2018/02/12/446423/trump-devos-continue-undermine-public-education-proposed-fiscal-year-2019-budget/
https://www.lawfareblog.com/president-vs-federal-law-enforcement-trump-attacks-everyone
https://www.lawfareblog.com/president-vs-federal-law-enforcement-trump-attacks-everyone
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/politics/ct-trump-political-boundaries-20171103-story.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-04-17/trump-talk-of-jailing-foe-akin-to-tin-pot-dictator-comey-says
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The basic norms underpinning the liberal world order were created by the U.S. and its allies after World War Il. The rule of law,
human rights, liberal democracy, freedom of speech, freedom of the press, the peaceful settlement of disputes, and open markets
formed the core values that helped prevent another world war and lifted millions of people out of poverty. The liberal world order
is not perfect; every human construct has flaws and can be improved. However, every American president before Trump and
America’s allies have supported the values and institutions of the liberal world order. Trump has sought to undermine the pillars

of this order, or he shows no interest in maintaining and supporting them.

When not showing direct defiance, Trump has made a mockery of international institutions, essentially sending a signal that he
thinks they are a joke or irrelevant. The list is long. Trump pulled out of the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP), the Paris Climate
Agreement, the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA, or “Iran nuclear deal”), UNESCO, and the Global Compact on
Migration. He has threatened to pull out of NAFTA, and the U.S.-Korea Free Trade Agreement (KORUS). Trump has ignored the

WTO and slapped unilateral tariffs against Canada, Mexico, the EU, and China, risking a global trade war.

Trump referred to Haiti, El Salvador, and some African countries as “shithole countries” drawing outrage from around the world.
Recently, it has been revealed that the Trump administration has implemented a policy of separating children from migrant par-
ents regardless of status, including families seeking asylum in accordance with U.S. treaty commitments under the “1951 Con-

vention relating to the Status of Refugees and the 1967 Protocol.”

Donald Trump has made a mockery of multilateral institutions by putting his daughter in the U.S. seat in a meeting with G-20
leaders, and shoving Montenegro’s Prime Minister Dusko Markovic at a NATO summit. But his antics at the June 2018 G-7
meeting in Canada were something to behold. Before departing, Trump complained about having to attend, viewing it as a dis-
traction from his summit with Kim Jong-un. Then Trump asked that Russia be readmitted to the forum, left early, refused to sign

the joint statement, and insulted Prime Minister Trudeau, calling the prime minster “very dishonest and weak.”

Allies in the Asia-Pacific have not been spared from Trump’s antics. He’s suggested that Japan and South Korea should acquire their
own nuclear arsenal, and demanded that South Korea pay the U.S. $1 billion for the deployment of a Terminal High Altitude Area
Defense (THAAD) battery in South Korea. Trump has called NATO “obsolete,” and he continues to insist that Mexico pay the
United States to build a border wall, leading Mexican President Enrique Pena Nieto to cancel a planned visit to Washington after
contentious phone call with Trump. While insulting friends and allies, Trump has praised autocrats and dictators such as Xi

Jinping, Vladimir Putin, and Rodrigo Duterte.

Trump’s failure to take an interest and focus on policy has left the U.S. with no coherent grand strategy. He appears to be incapable
of linking security and economics; instead, he seems to see everything as a stream of one-off, zero-sum bilateral transactions. Every
transaction can be described as “winning” or “getting ripped off.” Furthermore, Trump’s continuous lies are damaging America’s
reputation. He could go to court when he was a New York real estate developer, but the international system has no third-party

enforcer. As Trump shreds U.S. credibility, allies, friends, competitors, and enemies will question or doubt U.S. commitments.

If Trump wins his war against the liberal world order, he will have built a massive global swamp where tyrants can thrive. If alliances
crumble, and if international institutions are weakened or collapse, the United States and the rest of the world will be much less
capable of dealing with North Korea, regardless of the trajectory that unfolds after the Singapore summit. And make no mistake,
North Korea is very adept at exploiting division and disorder. It’s one of the primary reasons the Kim family has remained in power

since the DPRK was established in 1948.

For North Korea and the Kim family regime, the Trump-Kim summit is a tremendous windfall that will be used in a narrative
surrounding the great success of the pyOngjin line (dual development of nuclear technology and the economy) and the completion
of Pyongyang’s nuclear deterrent. According to North Korean ideology and policies, nuclear weapons are useful in three realms:
international security; economic development; and international prestige. Absent revolution change in North Korea, including the
abandonment of its current ideology and national identity, we should not expect Pyongyang to abandon its nuclear weapons.

However, | would be very happy to be wrong.


https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2017/january/US-Withdraws-From-TPP
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2018/06/01/trump-withdrew-from-the-paris-climate-plan-a-year-ago-heres-what-has-changed/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.4d5e9ed81f7f
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/energy-environment/wp/2018/06/01/trump-withdrew-from-the-paris-climate-plan-a-year-ago-heres-what-has-changed/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.4d5e9ed81f7f
https://www.npr.org/2018/05/08/609383603/trump-u-s-will-withdraw-from-iran-nuclear-deal
http://time.com/4979481/unesco-us-leaving/
https://www.voanews.com/a/us-backs-out-of-migration-pact/4147078.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/us-backs-out-of-migration-pact/4147078.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-04-09/trump-says-u-s-close-on-nafta-revision-but-threatens-pullout
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trump-trade-korea/trump-hints-at-withdrawal-from-u-s-south-korea-free-trade-deal-idUSKCN1BD0TB
http://money.cnn.com/2018/05/31/news/economy/united-states-steel-aluminum-tariffs/index.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2018/05/24/trump-trade-wars-with-china-and-eu-pose-growing-global-dangers.html
http://time.com/5100328/shithole-countries-trump-reactions/
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2018/06/trumps-child-separation-policy-is-a-moral-and-constitutional-abomination.html
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2018/06/trumps-child-separation-policy-is-a-moral-and-constitutional-abomination.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/1951-refugee-convention.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/1951-refugee-convention.html
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/jul/08/ivanka-trump-g20-world-leaders-meeting
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/awkward-moment-trump-pushes-prime-minister-nato-conference/story?id=47644082
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/trump-g7-summit-us-canada-trade-tensions-tariffs-justin-trudeau-a8388961.html
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2018/06/trump-g7-russia/562391/
https://www.voanews.com/a/trump-g7-briefing/4431695.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/trump-g7-briefing/4431695.html
https://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2018/06/09/as-he-takes-parting-shots-at-us-allies-trump-cuts-out-early-from-the-g7-summit.html
https://thediplomat.com/2016/03/nukes-for-south-korea-and-japan-donald-trump-sees-no-problem/
https://thediplomat.com/2016/03/nukes-for-south-korea-and-japan-donald-trump-sees-no-problem/
http://english.hani.co.kr/arti/english_edition/e_international/792822.html
http://english.hani.co.kr/arti/english_edition/e_international/792822.html
http://thehill.com/homenews/administration/314432-trump-nato-is-obsolete
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trump-mexico/mexican-presidents-visit-to-white-house-postponed-after-testy-trump-call-idUSKCN1G901A
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-trump-china/trump-praises-chinese-president-extending-tenure-for-life-idUSKCN1GG015
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-trump-china/trump-praises-chinese-president-extending-tenure-for-life-idUSKCN1GG015
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/10/world/europe/putin-trump-embassy-russia.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/trump-duterte-drug-war-human-rights/4113328.html
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Asia Society Korea’s Cooking Class Series

India: Palak Paneer Curry with Naan

-~ May 29,2018 - Asia Society Korea’s first cooking class of the year gave
~~ twenty participants the chance to enjoy a taste of India. The Indian
.. Cultural Centre and Ms. Deepali Praveen from |.W. Marriott were
_ . on hand to help make a traditional Indian dish at Lotte Department

\ Store in Myeong-dong.

| Those in attendance were taught how to cook a palak paneer curry
 with a garlic naan on the side. Paneer is a cheese that is easy to make,

. so it is commonly used in Indian dishes. It is also considered to be a
. healthy option due to its low fat content. Chef Praveen added that if
you are served paneer at a gathering, it is a clear sign that you are being

treated well.

Ban b G Chef Praveen next demonstrated how to bake a naan, and then she
asked those present to attempt to make the oven-baked flatbread. She
noted that in ancient times, local Indian communities would gather each evening to bond by making a large naan together. This dish

is adaptable and can be made using a variety of different ingredients, such as cheese and butter.

All of the participants had a wonderful time at the cooking class. They expressed a lot of interest in the exotic food, and took
pleasure in cooking with new spices and flavors. After the lesson was finished, Chef Praveen was asked if she would make a lassi,
a popular and traditional Indian yoghurt-based drink. On a whim, Chef Praveen whipped up the drink, which she shared with

everyone as a sweet way to wrap-up a great day of Indian cooking.

Vietnam:Vietnamese Fresh Rolls

May 30, 2018 — On May 30th, Lotte Shopping’s Cultural Center played
host to the second class of Asia Society Korea’s International Cooking
series. Vietnamese cuisine is having a surge in popularity throughout
Korea these days with a number of new restaurants opening all over
the peninsula. It was no surprise, therefore, that this event hosted
by Ms. Lan-Hinh Tran, spouse of the Ambassador of Vietnam to

- South Korea, sold-out quickly.

Ms. Tran is an advocate of home-cooked meals, and the twenty at-
tendees were eager to learn some tips from her. As the weather is
beginning to heat up, Ms. Lan decided to teach the participants how to
-~ make Vietnamese summer rolls. Ms. Lan explained that she always
. tries to blend delicious flavors with health when cooking, so she chose
~ « not to fry the spring rolls and instead serve them freshly with a side of
peanut sauce. She added that the versatile dish can serve as an appe-

tizer or light lunch, and is made easily using a handful of fresh ingredients.

The class was well organized with Ms. Lan preparing all of the ingredients and the participants ardently followed her step-by-step
instructions. While everyone enjoyed making the summer rolls, Ms. Lan also told anecdotes and provided information about
Vietnamese culture and its cuisine. As with previous classes, the participants enjoyed the food so much that they took the leftovers

home with them.
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Interview with H.E. Ramzi Teymuroy,
Ambassador of Azerbaijan

The Republic of Azerbaijan, also known as Odlar Yurdu (The land
of fire) celebrated its 100th anniversary this year. Asia Society
Korea caught up with Ambassador Ramzi Teymurov to
discuss how he has adjusted to Korean life while becoming

acquainted with the customs and culture over the past five years.

1. Happy 100th Anniversary. It has been over five years
since you first came to Korea. Could you describe your

: | life here briefly?

' - Before answering your questions, let me convey my apprecia-
tion to Asia Society Korea and your magazine for this interview.

The year of 2018 is indeed very remarkable for my country, as
100 years ago our ancestors established first ever democratic
republic in Muslim East — Azerbaijan Democratic Republic
(ADR). ADR as the first parliamentary democracy with a re-
publican form of governance in the Muslim world was also the
first model of a democratic secular state based on the rule of

law all over the East, including the Turko-Muslim world.

ADR was a pioneer that combined both European democratic
values and the abundant cultural heritage of the East in one
entity. All citizens of ADR were granted the right to vote re-
gardless of their ethnic and religious affiliation. Thus, granting of
women with the right to vote must particularly be noted, as it
happened the first time in the Islamic World and even before

some Western democracies.

Although on April 28, 1920, the red army invaded Azerbaijan,

- the idea of a free Azerbaijan never wavered. In its short period
H.E. Ramzi Teymurov of existence, the ADR returned national consciousness to the
Azerbaijani people, and following the collapse of Soviet Union

Azerbaijan regained its independence on October 18, 1991.

| would summarize my past 5 years of presence in Korea as one of the most interesting, diverse and rich of professional experi-
enced pages of my lifetime. Me and my family enjoyed a lot with our presence in your beautiful country. We enjoyed Korean
culture, cuisine & beautiful nature while managed to gain many Korean friends. | must emphasize that friendship environment is
very essential for foreigners to get easily adopted to the new society. In that term | should say that we were lucky to meet with so

many Korean friends that helped us a lot to discover the beauty of Korea.

2. As a foreigner, what was the most interesting or intriguing aspect of Korean culture that you noticed?

| should say there are a lot of cultural aspects of Korea that | found interesting. Especially | must emphasize how highly Korean
people value and respect their culture and history. Wherever | visited in Korea from Seoul all the way to Jeju, | observed a lot
of Koreans are visiting historical and cultural places, such as temples, tombs and museums. | believe this is very important as-
pect for a country in terms of protecting and respecting its own historical & cultural heritage. Other than that, | have to em-

phasize variety and colorful traditional Korean dress-hanbok, and rich Korean cuisine culture are also very interesting.
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3. Azerbaijan and Korea must be very different in many aspects. Is there anything in common that you find
interesting?

| would say Azerbaijan and Korea share many common values rather than having differences. First, the languages of both coun-
tries are in Altaic language family. That means Korean vocabulary has many words that have a Turkic-Azerbaijani language root.
Beside this, paying respect to the elders, setting the family units as an integral part of life, presenting the Patriarchal lineage and
linking ancestors through the husband’s line, bearing extra responsibility to the family by eldest son, eating seated on the floor

and many other examples are proof of sharing common values.

Since Azerbaijan is located in the center of Eurasia and as a country of mix Asian-European culture we find Korean culture similar
to ours and therefore, | consider Azerbaijan and Korea as a country that stores common culture and society aspects.

4. What are some aspects of the culture of Azerbaijan that you hope to promote here in Korea?

| don’t want to specify one or few aspects of the culture of my country, since promoting Azerbaijani culture as a whole in the
Republic of Korea is one of many activities of our Embassy and | believe the Embassy is successfully implementing this mission since

its establishment.

Up to date we have conducted several events for promoting Azerbaijani culture, including Silk Road Festival, Turkic Culture
Festival, Azerbaijan Culture Days, Azerbaijan Film Festivals, where we introduced Azerbaijan’s culture to Korean public. We were
part of many international film festivals, demonstrating best awarded films of Azerbaijan which were met with great interest. We
jointly organized Azerbaijan - Korea Fashion Show of national dresses and have introduced samples of Azerbaijani cuisine in
different platforms, including National Day receptions, Azerbaijan Days and Food Festivals organized by Government organiza-
tions and cultural centers. In that sense | would like to use this opportunity to convey our great appreciation to our First Lady
Madam Mehriban Aliyeva in her capacity as chairperson of Azerbaijani Culture Friends Foundation and the Ministry of Culture of
Azerbaijan as well as Seoul-Baku Azerbaijan-Korea Cultural Exchange Association for their tremendous supports to the promo-

tion of Azerbaijan culture in Korea.

As this year we celebrate |100th anniversary of Azerbaijan Democratic Republic, on this occasion the Embassy organizes series of
events one of which is “Azerbaijan Carpet Exhibition” jointly to be organized with the Korea Foundation on November |5-
December 15, 2018. For your information “The Art of Azerbaijani Carpet weaving” Inscribed in 2010 on the UNESCO Repre-
sentative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity. This event allows Koreans to witness rich art of Azerbaijani carpet

weaving that represent different schools which vary for their colors and patterns.

Another project initiated by the Embassy dedicated to the 100th anniversary of Azerbaijan Democratic Republic is the launch of
the Korean translation of the “Selected works” of great Azerbaijani poet Bakhtiyar Vahabzade by the end of this year.

Understanding that the cultural exchanges are the most effective instrument in bilateral relations, we are working and will continue
to work hardly on promoting rich and multifaceted culture of Azerbaijan in Korea.

5. Azerbaijan is becoming an increasingly popular tourism spot. What places would you recommend and why?

Azerbaijan is a country of rich cultural and historic heritage. One of the major resources of Azerbaijan is its natural diversity.
Azerbaijan has 9 climatic zones out of | | existing in the world ranging from humid subtropical climate to semi-arctic. This creates
unique opportunities for tourism. Azerbaijan benefits from its favorable location at the crossroads of Eurasia. Six international
airports with direct flights to major European as well as Asian cities, as well as the biggest port on the Caspian Sea operate in

Azerbaijan.

First, | would recommend the Ichari Shahar of Baku or the Old City surrounded with walls, with narrow lanes and streets flanked
by ancient houses, mosques of architectural grace and enduring beauty including the Palace of the Shirvanshahs’ and Maiden Tower
are a testament to Azerbaijan’s rich history has been included into UNESCO World Heritage List. The Majestic and stately, Maiden
Towers, the symbol of Azerbaijan on the banks of Caspian Sea is an imposing testimony of the capital’s glory. A masterpiece of Old

City architecture is the medieval residence of the rulers of Shirvan, the Shirvanshahs” Palace of |5th Century.
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(Continued)

The Ateshgah temple of Fireworshippers and Gobustan Rock Art Cultural Landscape are the two of the most visited places by
Koreans. The Ateshgah temple of Fire Worshippers is formed of a central chapel surrounded by 26 cells used for praying, med-
itation and guests’ rooms. The Gobustan plateau is a site of outstanding marvelous rock images carved on hill faces in pre-historic
times. This archaeological site hosts remains of inhabited caves, settlements, flora and fauna. UNESCO has instituted this place as

a World Heritage Site with 6,000 odd pieces of pristine rock art of Gobustan dated to over 40,000 years back.

Designed by Zaha Hadid, designer of the Dongdaemun Plaza, Heydar Aliyev Center is one the most popular example of the most
visited modern architecture of my country. The Heydar Aliyev Center is a 57,500 m2 (619,000 sq ft) building complex in Baku,
noted for its distinctive architecture and flowing, curved style that eschews sharp angles. The center is named after Heydar

Aliyev,National Leader of Azerbaijan.

The foreign tourists who are more interested on historical monuments and places may also visit Shaki, Gabala, Ganja and Na-
khchivan regions of Azerbaijan that includes magnificent historical architectures such as Shaki Khan’s Palace, Juma Masjid, Nizami

Ganjavi Mausoleum, Momina Khatun Mausoleum and etc.

For those who are more interested in beautiful nature, sightseeing and skiing, | would to recommend visiting Guba, Gusar, Gabala,
Shamakhi and Ganja regions of Azerbaijan.

6. What are your expectations for future Azerbaijan-Korea relations? (In terms of politics, economics, culture,
etc.)

Azerbaijan and Korea have strong mutual relations especially in business sphere. Many Korean companies are actively engaged in
designing and implementing huge projects in Azerbaijan. However, the current world economic situation also highly affected to the
trade relations between Korea and Azerbaijan. Today, Azerbaijan is mostly importing electrical machinery, vehicles, computers
and equipments from Korea. But the export from Azerbaijan is consist of precious metals, juices, bedding items and others. We

hope the trade volume will increase with the kind efforts of our governments in 2018.

At the same time, the economic conditions and the geopolitical situation of Azerbaijan made its market very attractive to foreign
especially Korean companies. Azerbaijan has free trade agreement with neighbor countries and open to more than 200 million
populated market. Azerbaijan plans to encourage Korean large-scale investments not only in energy sector, but also in infra-
structure projects, including construction of highways, railways and development of information technologies and agricultural
sphere. Should be emphasized that Azerbaijan is ready for cooperation not only with largest Korean enterprises, but also with

medium and small companies.

| also believe that exchange of high level of visits between two countries will also promote business and investment opportunities
for state and non-state entrepreneurs in both countries and will also create new perspectives for future development of relations

in all other fields.

7. You were awarded “Ambassador of the Year” last year by Asia Society Korea. What does Asia Society Korea
mean to you personally?

Since my appointment as an Ambassador to Korea | have close relations with Asia Society Korea and | tried my best to participate
as much functions as possible hosted by Asia Society Korea. | should say that Asia Society Korea gave great opportunity to meet
with many important people representing almost all fields of society, including business community, academics, politicians, and also
to get more knowledge about geopolitics and business environment in Korea and entire Asia. Therefore, | consider Asia Society
Korea as one of the important think-tank organization, and | will continue to participate and support Asia Society Korea activities
during my presence here. Using this opportunity, | once more convey my sincere appreciation to the leadership of Asia Society

Korea for awarding me the “Ambassador of the Year”.
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Interview with H.E. Abida Islam,
Ambassador of Bangladesh

H.E. Abida Islam

Last year, H.E. Abida Islam was appointed as the Ambassador of Bangladesh to the Republic of Korea. Before arriving on the
Korean peninsula, she served as the Director General of the Bangladeshi Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Asia Society Korea wanted to

welcome H.E. Abida Islam to South Korea by catching up with her to ask a few questions.

I. As a foreigner, what has been the most interesting or intriguing aspect of Korean culture that you have no-
ticed so far?

Well, | found a lot of aspects of Korean culture fascinating during my stay in Korea, which is a little over six months. Before coming
here, | knew that only in four decades, South Korea has experienced incredible economic growth and has become the |Ith
economy in the world and the 4th largest economy in Asia. Such a transformation could only be possible due to the hard work,
commitment and dedication of the Korean people. | found them extremely passionate and committed towards work and also
experienced the excellent working environment here. Everything is meticulously planned, coordinated and completed well ahead
of time. | also admire their politeness and punctuality. Despite being a progressive society, South Korea maintains its native ethos,

which is a wonderful blend of tradition with modernization.

In terms of cuisine, rice is the staple food in both of our countries and | find lots of similarities in rice-related cuisines. | am a fan
of South Korean Bibimbap. Anyone who has never tried Korean dishes before will certainly like this dish.

Surprisingly, there are some words meanings of which are exactly the same in Bangla as well as English language. Such as the word
“gang”, means river; “Abbuji” is father and “ammuji” is mother both in Bangla and Korean language. Also, we call rice as “chaal” in
our language whereas it is “ssal” in Korean and the sound is almost the same. People having knowledge about both the languages,

may find such common words in both the languages.
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2. Bangladesh and Korea are far apart, not only geographically, but also culturally. While these two countries
contrast in many areas, is there anything in common that you find interesting?

There are many commonalities between Bangladesh and South Korea despite being geographically at a distance. People of both the
countries deeply value their traditional practices and perform those with due diligence. For example, the traditional New Year
celebration is one of the biggest festivals in our respective countries. Bangla New Year, Pohela Boishakh,is a secular festival in
Bangladesh. It is celebrated by the people from all corners irrespective of class, creed or religion with traditional flair and ambiance.
During this holiday, we try to spend quality time with our families and dear ones. Similarly, | hear Chuseok is one of the biggest

festivals in Korea, where people return to their ancestral homes to meet with their near and dear ones.

Respect for the elders is another striking similarity that | can mention. Bangladeshis also value our kinship and family ties. Like
Korea, we have many customs and rituals to show respect for the elderly. We also give immense importance to family bonding and

seriously monitor the progress of our children in education.

In the Bengali language, we have different layers of salutation based on whom you talk to, like the one you have in the Korean
language. | can cite many more similarities like these. For example, Korean Movement for Independence is on |st March and we
celebrate our day Independence and National Day on 26th March every year. People of Bangladesh and South Korea both had to
make supreme sacrifice to uphold the dignity of their respective Mother languages. For Bangladesh, it is on 21st February 1952
(recognized by the UNESCO as the International Mother Language Day in 1999) when it was a part of Pakistan and for South
Korea during its occupation days. | understand that |15th August is a national day for both of our countries. It is the National
Liberation Day in South Korea. In Bangladesh it is observed as the National Mourning Day commemorating the killing of our Father

of the Nation, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in 1975.

3. Most people in Korea have not had the opportunity to visit or learn a great deal about Bangladesh. What are
some aspects of your country that you hope to promote here in Korea?

In international media, Bangladesh is mostly portrayed as a climate vulnerable country. At present, the international community is
acclaiming Bangladesh for its humanitarian act in hosting about one million Rohingya refugees despite being an overpopulated
country with limited resources. | am proud to say that Bangladesh maintains an impressive socio-economic growth against such so
many odds. Bangladesh is making contribution in global peace by sending its military and civil officers to the UN Peace-Keeping
operations. As one of the most climate vulnerable country, Bangladesh is active in all climate change related forums and over the
past three decades it has undertaken a series of initiatives for mitigation and adaptation to address the adverse impact of climate
change. Our women empowerment is remarkable. Women not only have leadership role in politics, but there are increased
participation in women in private and public sectors, defence service (army, navy, air force), judiciary, police, sports and all other

professions.

| would like to promote our rich history and cultural heritage amongst the Korean people by encouraging them to actively par-
ticipate in our different events. | believe it would further increase people to people contact and form a positive perception about
Bangladesh. Since the last year, we are celebrating our new year (14th April 2018) in the open space of Itaewon area to display our
cultural diversity through live music and dances, cuisines and costumes and thus inspire the Korean people to participate in the

event.

With the UNESCO Commission for Korea, we observed our Martyrs Day and International Mother Language Day with due
solemnity on 2| February 2018 in presence of number of Korean guests. Two Korean Professors also spoke at that event on the
significance of the Day. 25th March 2018 is the Genocide Day of Bangladesh and we observed the event at a reputed university in
Korea with the active participation of the Korean intellectuals. Our participation in the 33rd Korea World Travel Fair (KOTFA)
-2018 has given the opportunity to exhibit our cultural diversity and attractive touristic places to the Korean visitors. We are also
looking forward to our 3rd Bangladesh Film Festival from 20-22 July 2018 that will represent the culture, art and contemporary life

of Bangladesh to the Korean viewers.

You would be happy to know that there are over 500 companies working in Bangladesh. The increasing number of Korean
community there is already promoting Korean culture and cuisine in Bangladesh. | believe, with our initiatives, we will also be able

to showcase Bangladeshi culture and tradition to the people of this friendly country.
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4. Similarly, are there any features of Korean society that you hope to recommend to the people back in Bang-
ladesh?

Bangladeshi people are also hardworking and honest, but we could learn from the Koreans with regards to the timekeeping and
comprehensiveness - the core components of the rapid development of the Korean nation.

5. Finally, what are your expectations for future Bangladesh-South Korean relations with regards to politics,
economics, and culture?

Since the establishment of our diplomatic relationship in 1973, we have enjoyed an excellent bilateral relationship with South
Korea in political, technological, economic, cultural and human development fronts. South Korea is a great friend of Bangladesh.
We deeply value this partnership as we speak the same language of democracy, share similar social values and have the common

aspiration for socio-economic development. | believe there is an immense scope to further strengthening our bilateral relationship.

On the political front, we maintain a cooperative relationship and support each other in times of need, in different international
fora. Since 2010, there is no high level visit to Bangladesh. | believe a reciprocal high-level visit would create a momentum and
further boost up our bilateral relationship. Bangladesh deeply appreciates the political support of South Korea during the 3rd
Committee resolution in the 72nd UNGA in November 2017 which included human rights in Myanmar. At the 27th Special
Session of the Human Rights Council in December 2017 on the situation of the minority Rohingya Muslim population and other
minorities in the Rakhine State of Myanmar. We are also thankful to the Korean Government for its humanitarian assistance to the

Rohingya people and hope that this support will continue in the coming days.

With regards to the cultural cooperation, there are occasional exchanges of cultural troupes between the two countries. But both
the countries could work closely to increase the frequency of these visits. Notable, the Hallyu or the Korean wave has already
reached to the Bangladeshi people. The K-pop, K-drama, and K-food culture have made its mark among the young generation in

Bangladesh and we may effectively use this opportunity to increase the people-to-people contact.

In the area of developing the Human Resources, the EDCF (Economic Development Cooperation Fund) and KOICA (Korea
International Cooperation Agency) are actively supporting us and we are trying for new areas of cooperation with these two

institutions.

In the economic sector, South Korea is an important development partner, one of the largest sources of Foreign Direct Invest-
ment and also an attractive destination for our workers. It is our 3rd source of import and we are thankful to the Korean Gov-
ernment for according duty-free and quota-free access to our nearly 500 products. Our economy is becoming intensely engaged

with the economy of this country as our bilateral trade is increasing, but gradually.

There are so many potential areas in Bangladesh, which are yet to be explored by the Korean businessmen and investors.

In May 2018, after organizing an investment seminar in Seoul, we are receiving encouraging responses from the Korean Business
houses and the potential investors. | laud the supports that we receive from the Korean Chambers of Commerce and Industry
(KCCI), Korea Importers Association (KOIMA), Korea International Trade Association (KITA) and other trade bodies. We are
expecting a visit from the South Korean trade delegation to Bangladesh soon. After participating in the Import Goods Fair (IGF)-
2018, we noticed the huge interest and demand for our Leather, Jute and Ceramic products in this country. | hope our newly
formed Trade Promotion Committee (TPC) with KOIMA would be helpful in this regard. | hope Bangladesh Economic Zones
Authority (BEZA) and SME Foundation of Bangladesh will work in partnership with their counterparts here. | believe all these

initiatives will further enhance our bilateral trade and commercial relationship in the coming days.
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Eddie Kang: Korean Artist Who Brought
Doodles into the World of Art

YOGUE Q: Tell us about your growth from passion to profession.

A: Art has always been my passion. So it was easy for me to make a
decision to attend art college after high school. | graduated from Rhode
Island School of Design where all students are allowed to explore their
various creativities freely. Though my major at RISD was film/animation/
video, | always knew my biggest passion was in fine art such as painting and
drawing. While | concentrated on learning all those new techniques of
filmmaking and animating, | never lost my passion in fine art. | have always
kept on painting and drawing knowing that | will someday become a full-

time artist after graduation.

Q: It is always difficult to find a unique signature, or yourself.
Was it difficult for you as well?

A: When | was a kid, my mother was also a young painter searching for
her own answers in creating. She did not teach me much in technigue-
wise. Instead, she provided me lots of plain papers and books of famous
masters. So | read the books(mostly images) then began doodling. | doodled figures mostly such as toys and pets in various ways.

Interestingly, those doodles became my style, and my present figures are quite similar to those doodles from early age.
Every year Korean fashion brands such as MCM release capsule collections in collaboration with famous artists. Korean artist and

Asia 2| Korea Chapter’s Chair Eddie Kang, who has collaborated with MCM for | and a half years developing various designs, such
as Animamix blend pattern, has visited Thailand. Vogue Thailand had a chance to invite Mr. Kang for an interview and talked about

his life and career as an artist.

Q: How did you decide to become an artist?

A: To me, it was very natural to decide to become a full-time artist. Since my mother is also a painter, | grew up being exposed to
artistic atmosphere from early age. She took me to various museums and galleries and showed me many creative things at her

studio. Thus, | have never imagined myself pursuing different careers other than art-related ones since | was very young.
Q. What is your favorite work or exhibition throughout your career?
A: Among all the shows, | would say it would be my first solo exhibition at Taipei in 2008. The debut.

Q. Who is your favorite artist?

A: Other than my mother, | have quite few | admire. Cy Twombly and George Condo come on top. Among young artists, | like
works of Yoohee Chang.

Q. Who is the artist that you want to meet the most?

A: It would be Cy Twombly obviously. | visited many exhibitions featuring his works. Among all of them, the most memorable one
was at Cy Twombly Gallery from Menil Collection in Houston, Texas. Walking around the space full of Twombly's works only, lots

of different emotions were passing through my mind. Unforgettable experience.
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Q. But if | ever had an honor to meet him in person, | would formally invite him to my studio and ask him to
work on a mural together.

A: Cy Twombly is a well-known figure with his calligraphic style. It would be like dreams come true if he comes to my studio filling
my wall with his lines and shapes.

Q. What is your favorite gallery around the world?

A: Personally, | like The Gallery Bookstore. In New York, there is Gagosian Gallery, where it has a wonderful bookstore. There
is David Zwirner Gallery in New York also, where it had an awesome pop-up bookstore. Cy Twombly Pavilion and the Rothko

Chapel from Menil Collection are also among my favorite spots.

Q. Collaboration of books and gallery?

A: Books, editioned works, and stationaries by artists can be easy forms for audiences to approach. So, with a good gallery book
store, artists can explore different types of creative formats and expand their league outside of white cubes.

Q. Tell us about your daily life.

A: I am living a simple life. | get up at 7 am and go to studio around 9 am. | start my day with checking e-mails, going through some
documents before | get into actual studio activities. | come back home at 6 pm for dinner. Then | begin my evening production

hours from 8 to 9 pm. do the rest of my drawing work a little bit. | prefer organized routine.

Q. Tells us about your collaboration with MCM.

A: Back in 2016 after | just finished my NYC solo show, my agent asked me whether | wanted to do a collaboration with MCM.
Knowing that MCM is a globally known, well-established fashion brand with history, | thought it would be a good opportunity for
me to meet audiences beyond galleries. So | accepted and here we are. The time with MCM was marvelous, and we constantly

exchanged ideas throughout the process to come up with a solid collaboration.

Q. Big City Life — Loveless

A: The motivation of the project came from the theme of my exhibition in New York: ‘Big City Life Loveless’. When | talk to
people living in the big city, | often felt there was something missing from their lives. Something they might have forgotten but not

completely lost. Something like the good memories of childhood that we gradually forget as we grow up. | believe the people still
have those elements deep inside their hearts, and | want to pull it out. This is the one message | have always tried to convey

through most of my work.

Q. What is the cornerstone of this project?
A: MCM is a widely known fashion brand with its unique design and style. It was most challenging to put my own image on MCM

pattern and not harming the originality of the brand. So, we had many idea-exchaning sessions. Then we came to a conclusion to
use both 'double-sided products' and 'direct drawing on visetos' to maintain originalities of MCM and myself at the same time. That

way, we could make two different images of MCM and myself naturally coexist in the products.

Q. MCM in the eyes of Eddie Kang

A: We all know that MCM hosts annual collaboration with interesting designs. After | saw MCM'’s capsule collection in collabo-
ration with Tobias Rehberger, | realized that this brand does not fear change, and always try something new and experimental.

Q. Any comments to fellow artists of the next generation?

A: | think every artist has his or her moment of success. It could come early or late. All different. It is only matter of time.

If you stay patient and work hard, sooner or later, it will come to you. Stay awake and keep on exploring your creativities with
enthusiasm and passion. Never be desperate. Be patient. Then success will come to you even before your notice.
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Part X: Tae-hee Lee

While the world zoomed in on PyeongChang during this year’s Winter Olympic Games, there was a hidden supporter, who helped
foreign athletes and visitors to enjoy the event more conveniently. This month, that man, Mr. Tae-hee Lee, President of

BUXI Korea, took the time to meet with us at Asia Society Korea.

BUXI Korea is a collective taxi calling system that utilizes the Online to Offline (O20) network to link a driver with a group of
different people who wish to travel in the same direction. BUXI Korea has become so successful that the PyeongChang Organizing
Committee chose it for their application called ‘Go Pyeongchang’. This meant BUXI Korea, in fact, offered many of the trans-
portation services during the Games, which enabled people to get around more easily. Let’s hear what Mr. Lee’s has to say about

it.

I. Could you describe your business to our readers? How is it different from Uber or SoCar?

Our company name, BUXI, is a combination of bus and taxi. We are targeting a niche market that buses and taxis cannot serve.
Since 2016, we have been offering a rental car service by smartphone that transports visitors from both Incheon and Gimpo
airports to major tourist attractions. The key benefit is that, like a taxi, you can get a car wherever you want, but at a similar price

to a bus.

We differ from Uber because it is simply a direct substitute for a regular taxi; whereas, BUXI has created a new ‘multiple pickup’
market, which the taxi industry cannot offer.

SoCar also contrasts to us because they are a rental service, which rents its cars per hour. BUXI provides a car for either the
individual or a group of people. That means, we share the space, not time, so that our customers can go wherever they want with

others.
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2. What are the origins of your business? In other words, what motivated you to start your business?

| was a news reporter until | founded BUXI Korea in 2015. Throughout my career as a journalist, | went on a lot of business trips
abroad. Every time | headed to the airport in Korea, the transfer was so uncomfortable. Furthermore, | noticed a few services like
Supershuttle in the U.S. and MK taxi in Japan, where a user could get off at a number of stations for just 30 dollars. With the
number of tourists in Korea starting to skyrocket, | was certain that a new airport transportation service would succeed. Also,
during the period | was working as a research fellow in Atlanta at the Georgia Institute of Technology, | noticed that the fever for

shared economies was starting to grow.

In 2000, | was in charge of covering developments in IT as a reporter and | experienced how the internet revolution changed the
world with Korea at the forefront. When | witnessed the fever for shared economies in the U.S. in 2010, | perceived intuitively that

it would eventually work its way around the world. After 4 years of preparation, | founded BUXI in 2015.

3. Were there any notable moments when you experienced difficulties with your business?

Money and people were the key issues. To expand a business, the two elements must come at the right moment. When | founded
Buxi, | was fortunate that someone supported me with an early investment; however, there were two times when | found myself
in a tricky situation because of a shortage of cash. That is called the ‘Death Valley Curve’ — when a startup cannot turn an initial
investment into generating revenue before it runs out of money. Luckily, with policy funding from the government and a resolution
from the board of directors, | was able to overcome the crisis. In fact, Korea’s biggest rental car company, Lotte Rental, is our

representative investor and affiliate.

Regarding people, | remember some advice | received from the CEO of a large headhunting company in Korea. He told me, “When
you run a small business or startup, in any possible case, you cannot hire people more talented than you. That is the reality. Also,

that is why you have to make an endless effort to improve yourself.”

4. In a recent luncheon, the guest speaker, Wonjae Lee, mentioned that since North Korea would be starting
from scratch, car sharing could work as a testbed for a new shared economy. Can you add a few words on how

you feel about your business related to that matter?

Actually, that is the thing | have been interested in recently. Mr. Wonjae Lee and | share the exact same orientation.

When North Korea opens its economy for the first time, they will focus on tourism. For that, the roads should be clear and there
needs to be accommodation facilities. Above all, they will need cars. Then, a new issue will arise over whether there should be the
introduction of a traditional public transportation system, such as buses and taxis, or a totally new system based on car sharing and
ride sharing. This issue can be better understood if you compare it to China where the initiation of the smartphone payment
system meant that the credit card payment system was skipped. Transportation in North Korea can be similar by skipping tra-

ditional transportation, and moving directly to a more modern and innovative system.

5. What, in your personal view, are the most important values when it comes to business?

| think keeping promises is the most important value. Since | started my own business, | have been making an extreme effort to
keep all of my promises, regardless of the significance. It goes without saying that promises to a client must be the number one
priority. In my opinion, by keeping promises, you can develop trust, which is the most essential element of a relation-
ship. Furthermore, promises related to money are especially important. During the time | had the experience with the ‘Death
Valley Curve’, there were several occasions when | was not able to keep financial promises with my employees, which resulted in
number of broken relationships. At that time, | made a solemn vow that | must keep promises to protect my network and business.

Business is, after all, a relationship with people.
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Part 3:Temple Stay

Asia Society Korea’s Travel Series helped brush up your historical knowledge last month with a trip to the Independence Hall in
Cheonan. This month we will unleash your inner Zen with a temple stay. Buddhism was introduced to Korea by China 1,700
years ago in its meditative form, commonly known as Zen. While a recent national census showed that today less than 50% of the
Korean population shows an affiliation to a religion, Buddhism is still practiced by 15%, and by many others more passively. May
22nd was Buddha’s Birthday and a national holiday in Korea; thus, swarms of people visited Seoul’s temples and the lantern festival

at Cheonggyecheon.

Despite growing in popularity over recent years, many people still do not take the opportunity to experience a one-night stay at
one of the many temples throughout Korea that offer the service. Thankfully, the Cultural Corps of Korean Buddhism has made
it incredibly easy to organize a stay online in English (https://eng.templestay.com/). With almost forty temples throughout Korea to

choose from, you can pick the location and itinerary that suits you best.

It is important to note the temples welcome people of all backgrounds and the programs are tailored to each individual. Some
include physical challenges while others pick more laid-back approaches. Each temple designs its own schedule based upon the

location and spiritual focus. Common activities include meditation, prostration, crafts, tea ceremonies, walks, and cooking.

While it is possible to simply spend a day at a temple, you should stay the night if you really want to embrace the full experience.
All of the temples offer basic but clean accommodations with private and shared rooms. You do need to follow traditional pro-
tocol and sleep directly on the floor as floor mats, blankets, and pillows are provided. On arrival, you'll also receive your cozy
cotton outfit to be worn throughout your stay and shoes, naturally, are not worn indoors. Most temples have communal toilets

and bathrooms, which are clean and modern.

The monks and nuns live by the sun so expect an early night and pre-dawn chimes to awaken you. The Yebool ceremony starts
around 4:30am and pays respect to the Sakyamuni Buddha, Bodhisattvas, and all of his disciples. Visitors have the chance to simply

observe the Buddhist chanting and process of self-reflection or participate before enjoying the sunrise.

Another great part of the stay is the chance to enjoy some Buddhist cuisine. The rich vegetarian diet ensures you will eat extremely
healthy meals during your stay. Many of the temples grow or forage for their vegetables in the surrounding area. Meal service is
generally buffet style and you can feel free to eat as much as you want; but be sure to finish anything you take as wastefulness is

frowned upon.

There are, as mentioned, a host of temples to choose from and each is special in its own way, so it would be unfair to pick a favorite.
We, at Asia Society Korea, would recommend getting out into the mountains to have the most relaxing temple stay experience,
but for those on a tight schedule Bongeunsa and Geumsunsa are both conveniently located in downtown Seoul. Whichever temple
you decide to stay at, you'll be sure to relieve stress and reflect upon life in a beautiful setting that forces you to take some time

for yourself.
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Part 4: Hadong Country

Nestled between the Seomijin River and Jiri Mountain in the southern part of the country, Hadong is famed for its green tea.
Despite boasting a number of attractions within a peaceful rural atmosphere, the area remains off the itinerary for most travelers.

This is a shame because those who do make the visit view it as one of the most beautiful places on the Korean peninsula.

Given that it is about a four-hour bus ride from Seoul, a trip to Hadong should be spread over two days, and you will need every
bit of it because there is so much to keep you busy. On your drive into the small town of Hadong, you will be captivated by the
beautiful rice fields that envelope the valley before they give way to the impressive Jiri Mountain. After the long bus ride, you will
be ready for a cup of tea, so a good place to start is the Hadong Tea Cultural Center. As the nation’s first tea producer, the locals
of Hadong are proud to parade their culture and history through traditional hands-on programs, such as tea making, learning the

region’s tea etiquette, and pottery making classes.

There are a number of options to choose from in the afternoon and all of them involve taking in some of that fresh rural air. For
those looking to relax, a stroll along the beautiful Seomjin River might be the answer. The area is famed for its cherry blossom
festival, but it remains beautiful year round. Others looking for something more enduring may decide to take a hike up Jiri
Mountain, the reward being the chance to stand on the highest peak of the South Korean mainland. There are, of course, a myriad
of other trails if time is tight or a more leisurely agenda suits. If the first two possibilities do not appeal to you, the final suggestion

is a visit to the small and quaint Hannsansa Temple that offers an incredible view of Hadong’s rice fields.

In terms of accommodation, Hadong has a number of hanok guesthouses that, despite being constructed recently, reflect the
traditional materials and architecture of the region. While this means sleeping on the floor, it is an experience that should not be
missed. Even though the building technique is centuries old, it accounts for Korea’s hot summers and cold winters. The floor-based
heating system, ondol, warms the house in the winter and the wooden floors, daecheong, keep things cool during the summer.
Not only constructed to combat the Korean climate, the buildings are made from natural materials that do not cause pollution and

are a pleasure to the eye with wooden frames and tiled curved roofs.

After a good night’s sleep, the second day should begin with a trip to the slow-paced Hwagae village. Here you can eat breakfast,
sample more teas, and visit the famous market place to purchase a whole host of local products. With a bag full of goodies, there
are two more possibilities before you make the long trip home. First, during one’s stay, most travelers notice that there are a
number of plum trees, and this is because Hadong County is home to the sweet and often overlooked Korean plum wine. Take a
walk around one of the many fields where the plums are grown and see how the process from fruit to wine takes place. Second,
and more daring, is a visit to Gumo Mountain, yet this time it is not for a hike. Gumo is, in fact, home to Asia’s longest zipline ride
that stretches over 3000 meters from the top of the mountain down to Gyeongchung Temple. As it travels at speeds in excess of

120 kilometers per hour, it is not for the feint hearted but it is an enthralling way to wrap up a great trip.

As you can see, Hadong County has a lot to offer, which makes it a great option for those looking to get out of the city and explore
the rural side of Korea.
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Part 5: Beaches of Korea

It’s time to hit the beach! The fifth edition of the Travel Series sets out to find the perfect beach to catch some rays and enjoy a
refreshing dip. With Korean weather forecasters predicting that the peninsula is set to be baked in sunny and dry weather until the
middle of August, it is the perfect time to pick out the best beaches. There is no doubt that Korea’s landmark beach, Haeundae in

Busan, will be packed out so we have done a spot of research to find some great alternatives.

First up, Gangwon-do is a popular tourist spot year round, but during the summer many people head to either Sokcho or Naksan
beaches. Sokcho Beach is great for those with kids because the white sand gives way to shallow blue waters. There is also a nice
boardwalk with a multitude of restaurants bringing out big dishes of fresh sashimi. What’s more, Seorak Mountain, Cheoksan Hot
Springs, and Yeongrang Lake are all nearby, which could help fill up a nice two or three-day break. Naksan Beach, on the other
hand, is popular for its amenities as restrooms, showers, and cooking areas are plentiful. The thick forest surrounding the white

sandy beach also makes for a nice setting. Also, try to make time to visit Naksana Temple, which boasts 1300 years of history.

The west coast also has plenty to offer with Daecheon and Muchangpo being the stand out choices. Daecheon Beach is famous for
its yearly Mud Festival when the town really comes to life, but the beach alone should be enough to bring visitors. The waters are
generally calm and the white sand stretches out into the distance. If you are looking for a quieter option, however, Muchangpo
Beach will appease and intrigue. The beach is famous for a natural phenomenon, known as “Moses Miracle, which sees extreme
tides around the |5th and 30th days of the lunar calendar. Those lucky enough to be present when it happens can use it as an
opportunity to walk the 1.5 kilometer temporary path to Seokdaedo Island. Just be sure to leave enough time to get back before

the tide turns again!

Finally, no conversation about beaches and Korea can take place without mentioning Jeju Isalnd, the 'Hawaii of Korea'. At just over
an hour by plane, Jeju is an extremely popular choice amongst Koreans during the summer, and the options are limitless when it
comes to beaches. If pushed for the best choice, many would choose Hyeopjae or Jungmun beaches. Hyeopjae is great for kids
since the water is shallow with no sudden drops, and the beach’s tiny silver shells provide a glisten seen nowhere else in Korea. As
a bonus, the beach is close to Hallim Park where you can see an array of subtropical plants and unique topiaries. Jungmun, in
contrast, is popular for water-based activities, such as wind surfing and jet skiing. The beach is also a sight to behold as it is made
of a gradient of black, white, red, and gray sand due to Jeju’s volcanic geology, but swimming is a little risky here since the sea can

get quite rough.

Wherever you decide to go, you will be sure to have a good time. Korea may not be as well-known for its beaches as some of its
Asian counterparts, but as we have seen, there is no shortage of choices. With temperatures soaring, it is time to pack a towel and

hit the beach!



Asia Society Korea

May - August 2018

Asia Society Korea Travel Series

Part 6: Buamdong
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August |6th, otherwise known as “Malbok”, signaled that summer is almost over and cooler temperatures are just around the
corner. With this in mind, here at Asia Society, we hope you will finally be able to step away from the air conditioner and get out
and about again. Thus, this month’s travel series will focus on a great little neighborhood in a beautiful valley that is found, sur-

prisingly, almost in the center of Seoul.

Buamdong, located northwest of Gyeongbokgung Palace, is like stepping out of the urban sprawl and into a new world. Visitors are
greeted by tranquility, greenery, and beautiful fresh-water streams. Buamdong is an area that has managed to hold onto its tra-

ditions, unlike many other parts of Seoul that have succumbed to gentrification over time.

Buamdong, or the “big holy rock”, gets its name from a tale about a boulder that sat on a steep, slippery incline. The story goes that
if one rubs a stone against the boulder as many times as their age, their greatest wish will come true. The legend comes from a
woman who apparently carried out this task on a daily basis until her husband safely returned from war with the Mongols. It later

became a common praying ground for soon-to-be mothers who were desperate to give birth to a son.

While you cannot see the boulder today, Buamdong is the perfect setting to enjoy nature with a quiet stroll through the forest,
which is recognized as an ecological preservation spot. The streams, rugged gardens, and tree-lined trails provide the perfect
escape from the hustle and bustle of the city. Furthermore, in the time of the Joseon Dynasty, the area was used by a number of
high-ranking officials and aristocrats who wanted to take advantage of the shady forests, cool streams, and views of Bugaksan and
Inwansan mountains. Some of the villas built for these prestigious members of society still exist today. There are a number to
choose from but if you only have time to see one, we would recommend Seokpajeong, which was the home of a prince-regent and

the most famous.

The area also boasts a relaxing street laden with a number of tasty restaurants and coffee shops including one that is famed for
being used in a popular Korean television drama called “Coffee Prince”. Another unique aspect is that you will not see any of the
typical franchises like in other areas of Seoul as every business here is independently owned. Other attractions worth checking out
while on the main street are the small galleries and museums dotting the area. Whanki Museum houses the work of an abstract

painter named Whanki Kim, and the chopstick and wax figure galleries are also worth a look.

The closest subway station to Buamdong is Gyeongbokgung Station on line 3, and if you come out Exit 3 there are a number of
buses that run through the area such as 1020, 7022, and 7212. Buamdong is a great place to spend an evening or even a full day, and

you will leave feeling refreshed after getting a taste of nature so close to home.
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