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Michael C. Ellis is a specialist in facilitating industry-government cooperation worldwide and has
successfully forged strategic partnerships and alliances that promote and protect the
commercial and creative interests of Asia’s screen communities in the digital age. In his role
overseeing Asia for the MPA, the international arm of the Motion Picture Association of America,
Ellis has helped gain market access for the MPAA member companies’ entertainment offerings
and succeeded in improving and enforcing the laws pertaining to intellectual property rights in
Asia-Pacific countries. Ellis joined the MPA in 1999 from the litigation department of law firm
Herbert Smith. He is a lawyer qualified in Hong Kong, England and Wales. Previously, he had a
distinguished two-decade career in law enforcement, over which he served first in the British
Police and then as Superintendent at the Royal Hong Kong Police. Ellis, as well as holding an
MBA, is an adjunct lecturer at the University of International Business and Economics in Beijing
and frequently speaks at conferences around the world.
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