
Craft: 
Parol

Image source here

http://thelucilaproject.blogspot.com/2013/08/the-filipino-christmas-lantern.html


Parol

A “parol” is a star-shaped lantern that is hung 
during Christmas time in the Philippines.

The star is used to represent the star that guided 
the Three Wise Men to baby Jesus .

The word has been said to be derived from the 
Spanish word “farol” which means “lantern”.

Now as early as September until December 
people from the Philippines will hang their parols 
out.

Parols hanging at night lit up (link to original photo: 
here)

https://flic.kr/p/4eJby7


Let’s make a Parol!
What you need:

10 Bamboo Sticks or any other sort of wooden stick (Link for Affordable Bamboo Sticks: 

Here)

5 Dowel Pins (Link for Affordable Dowel Pins: Here)

Rubber Bands (at least 13-20, Link for bulk rubber bands: Here)

Hot Glue Gun and Glue Stick

Cellophane Paper and Colorful Tissue Paper (Link for Cellophane paper: Here, Link for 

tissue paper: Here)

Optional for the tails: 2 small cardboard circles and a small amount of string

https://www.amazon.com/Pllieay-Pieces-Natural-Bamboo-Crafting/dp/B0899Y1RSX/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=bamboo%2Bsticks&qid=1603346373&sr=8-3&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/General-Tools-840014-4-Inch-72-Pack/dp/B00FQ5ASN8/ref=sr_1_2?crid=2GF7GN1PJZV8K&dchild=1&keywords=small%2Bdowel%2Bpins&qid=1603420951&sprefix=small%2Bdowel%2B%2Caps%2C203&sr=8-2&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/300pcs-Rubber-Elastics-Sturdy-Office/dp/B085MYDV8W/ref=sr_1_8?dchild=1&keywords=sturdy+rubber+bands&qid=1603420638&refinements=p_72%3A1248945011&rnid=1248943011&s=office-products&sr=1-8
https://www.amazon.com/eBoot-Cellophane-Sheets-Wrapping-Colors/dp/B01N259LHP/ref=sr_1_12?crid=2680SCVOO5G74&dchild=1&keywords=cellophane+sheets&qid=1603428761&sprefix=cellophane+%2Caps%2C204&sr=8-12
https://www.amazon.com/Creative-Hobbies-Rainbow-Tissue-Assorted/dp/B00AC7877O/ref=sr_1_8?dchild=1&keywords=large+tissue+paper+for+crafts&qid=1603429011&sr=8-8


Steps
1. First you’re going to take 2 bamboo sticks 

and put them on top of each other and tie 
them together with a rubber band

2. Then spread them out just a bit in order to 
make a “V” shape

3. Then place the 2 “V” shapes in a formation 
to where two points meet each other to form 
the top point of a star and tie it together with 
a rubber band

4. Next you’re going to take another Bamboo 
stick and lay it across to make a star shape, 
then use a rubber band to tie each side 
together

5. Using the hot glue gun glue down the center 
pentagon points

6. Repeat these steps one more time in order 
to have 2 of these star shapes

Reference Video

Points to hot glue in 
Step 5

Step 3

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t_8MknrMCxA


Steps Cont.
7. Once you have your two star 

bamboo shapes take one of them 
and hot glue glue 5 dowel pins to 
each of the points of the pentagon

8. Then take hot glue the tops of the 
dowel pins and glue the other 
bamboo star the same direction 
down

9. Next tie each of the points of the 
bamboo stars together with a rubber 
band

10.Then get your glue stick and start 
gluing the cellophane paper or tissue 
paper to each face of the star

Reference Video

Step 7



Optional Steps
➢ In the reference video the sides 

were also covered in cellophane 
paper, this is optional as some 
prefer it without

➢ Also optional, decorating the 
lining of the bamboo sticks with 
tissue paper
a. Cut out tiny squares of tissue 

paper then scrunch the paper
b. Using the glue stick, glue the 

small pieces of tissue paper 
alone the bamboo lining of 
the star

Example of Parol 
without sides covered in 
cellophane or tissue 
paper decorating 
bamboo sticks

Example of Parol 
with cellophane 
covering every 
side and tissue 
paper lining



Optional Steps to make the tail
11. Take a large piece of tissue paper and fold it into a 

triangle.
12. Fold into a triangle 3 more times and then take a 

corner of the triangle and fold it to the base once
13. Then cut across the triangle without cutting all the 

way through until you reach the top
14. Make a small cut at the tip
15. Carefully open up your tissue paper
16. Lastly while your tissue paper is spread open place a 

small cardboard circle (with a hole in the middle) into 
the center of your tissue paper

17. Then using a short string of some kind tie a knot on 
one end and then string it though the circle

18. Glue the other side of string to the bottoms of the star
a. Alternate way of attaching the tail is to attach it 

to the bottom points of your star by either tying 
it with a rubber band or gluing to the bottom 
points

Do these steps 2 times in order to make two tails

(Top: Step by 
step picture 
guide on how 
to make the 
tail of the 
Parol)

(Bottom: 
Reference 
Video)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t_8MknrMCxA


And now your Parol is complete!
Now that you’ve finished making your parol!

All that’s left is to hang it up somewhere! 

You can tie or glue the top of the Parol to some 
string and hang it up where ever you like

I hope you enjoyed making your Parol!

(For more information on the history of the parol click the 
following link: History of the Parol)

(Credits to Deanna Govea and Jun Belen for their guides on 
how to make a Parol, click on their names to check out their 
guides)

Parols hanging in Manila (link to original photo: here)

https://www.spot.ph/arts-culture/the-latest-arts-culture/76169/parol-history-background-a2748-20181225-lfrm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t_8MknrMCxA
http://blog.junbelen.com/2011/12/13/how-to-make-a-parol-filipino-christmas-lantern/
https://flic.kr/p/a4TVK

