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Japan = Nihon
Hello = Konnichiwa
Excuse me/I’m sorry = Sumimasen
Thank you = Arigatou
See you = Sayonara/Matane



Writing system in Japan

Japanese 
character(alphabet) is 
made by sound. There 
are basic 46 character for 
each sounds. (Phonetics)
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Hiragana

Katakana

Kanji



In Japan, there are three 
different characters. When 
you read a book, magazine, 
or newspaper in Japan, you 
will see a combination of all 
of these types of characters: 
kanji, hiragana and 
katakana. 

Writing system in Japan



Japanese Manga and Books
Kanji characters came from 
China, the writing system 
was also learned from it. 
Japanese characters can be 
written vertically as well as 
horizontally. Japanese manga 
and novels are written in 
vertical. Books are opened 
from the right (opposite to 
the USA).



Kanji

Hiragana

Katakana

Kanji, Hiragana and Katakana



Hiragana

Katakana

Kanji

Japanese 
Characters



Kanji is the writing 
system that came to 
Japan from China in the 
5th century. There are 
thousands of different 
characters!

History of Kanji



History of Kanji
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History of Katakana



Katakana is the set of 
characters that was 
developed to represent 
foreign words and names. 
You can tell katakana 
characters by their 
straighter strokes and 
angular corners.

How we use Katakana





Hiragana is the script that was 
developed by women in Japan 
1000 years ago. 
Hiragana characters are 
simplified from kanji using soft 
and flowing. There are 46 
characters to go along with the 
46 different sounds in the 
Japanese language.

History of Hiragana



History of Hiragana



Stroke Order

Stroke order is very important 
to write beautiful character. 
Each character(Hiragana, kanji 
and katakana) has stroke order.
It is usually left to the right and 
top to the bottom. 



Let’s Try!
�Let’s see what your name looks like in Japanese using this website and try to write 
these characters!

Japanese Name Converter
https://apps.nolanlawson.com/japanese-name-converter/

�Using practice sheet, let’s try to write some characters! 

Trace these characters. 
*It is not coloring, just trace 
one stroke at time.

https://apps.nolanlawson.com/japanese-name-converter/


Let’s Try!
�Let’s try different characters too! Don’t forget to follow the stroke order�



Kids Web Japan –Language
https://web-
japan.org/kidsweb/language/index.html

Japanese Lesson. Com
http://japanese-lesson.com

Dive into more Japanese language!

https://web-japan.org/kidsweb/language/index.html
http://japanese-lesson.com

