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An ESIA report should include the following major elements (not necessarily in the following order):
(1) Executive summary: Concisely discusses significant findings and recommended actions.

(2) Legal and institutional framework: Summarizes the analysis of the legal and institutional
framework for the project within which the social and environmental assessment is carried out,
including (a) the country's applicable policy framework, national laws and regulations, and
institutional capabilities (including implementation) relating to social and environmental issues;
obligations of the country directly applicable to the project under relevant international treaties
and agreements; (b) applicable requirements under UNDP’s SES; and (c) and other relevant
social and environmental standards and/or requirements, including those of any other donors and
development partners. Compares the existing social and environmental framework and applicable
requirements of UNDP’s SES (and those of other donors/development partners) and identifies
any potential gaps that will need to be addressed.

(3) Project description: Concisely describes the proposed project and its geographic, social,
environmental, and temporal context, including any offsite activities that may be required (e.g.,
dedicated pipelines, access roads, power supply, water supply, housing, and raw material and
product storage facilities), as well as the project’s primary supply chain. Includes a map of
sufficient detail, showing the project site and the area that may be affected by the project’s direct,
indirect, and cumulative impacts. (i.e., area of influence).

(4) Baseline data: Summarizes the baseline data that is relevant to decisions about project
location, design, operation, or mitigation measures; identifies and estimates the extent and quality
of available data, key data gaps, and uncertainties associated with predictions; assesses the
scope of the area to be studied and describes relevant physical, biological, and socioeconomic
conditions, including any changes anticipated before the project commences; and takes into
account current and proposed development activities within the project area but not directly
connected to the project.

(5) Social and environmental risks and impacts: Predicts and takes into account all relevant
social and environmental risks and impacts of the project, including those related to UNDP’s SES
(Overarching Policy and Principles and Project-level Standards). These will include, but are not
limited to, the following:

(a) Environmental risks and impacts, including: any material threat to the protection, conservation,
maintenance and rehabilitation of natural habitats, biodiversity, and ecosystems; those related to
climate change and other transboundary or global impacts; those related to community health
and safety; those related to pollution and discharges of waste; those related to the use of living
natural resources, such as fisheries and forests; and those related to other applicable standards.
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(b) Social risks and impacts, including: any project-related threats to human rights of affected
communities and individuals; threats to human security through the escalation of personal,
communal or inter-state conflict, crime or violence; risks of gender discrimination; risks that
adverse project impacts fall disproportionately on disadvantaged or marginalized groups; any
prejudice or discrimination toward individuals or groups in providing access to development
resources and project benefits, particularly in the case of disadvantaged or marginalized groups;
negative economic and social impacts relating to physical displacement (i.e. relocation or loss of
shelter) or economic displacement (i.e. loss of assets or access to assets that leads to loss of
income sources or means of livelihood) as a result of project-related land or resource acquisition
or restrictions on land use or access to resources; impacts on the health, safety and well-being of
workers and project-affected communities; and risks to cultural heritage.

(6) Analysis of alternatives: Systematically compares feasible alternatives to the proposed
project site, technology, design, and operation — including the "without project” situation — in terms
of their potential social and environmental impacts; assesses the alternatives’ feasibility of
mitigating the adverse social and environmental impacts; the capital and recurrent costs of
alternative mitigation measures, and their suitability under local conditions; the institutional,
training, and monitoring requirements for the alternative mitigation measures; for each of the
alternatives, quantifies the social and environmental impacts to the extent possible, and attaches
economic values where feasible. Sets out the basis for selecting the particular project design.

(7) Mitigation Measures: Summary of (with attachment of full) Environmental and Social
Management Plan (ESMP). The ESMP identifies mitigation measures required to address
identified social and environmental risks and impacts, as well as measures related to monitoring,
capacity development, stakeholder engagement, and implementation action plan.

(8) Stakeholders: Summarizes and links to project Stakeholder Engagement Plan or ESMP that
includes plan for consultations. Includes summary of consultations undertaken for development
of ESIA.

(9) Conclusions and Recommendations: Succinctly describes conclusion drawn from the
assessment and provides recommendations. Includes recommendation regarding the project’s
anticipated benefits in relation to its social and environmental risks and impacts.

(10) Appendices: (i) List of the individuals or organisations that prepared or contributed to the
social and environmental assessment; (ii) References — setting out the written materials both
published and unpublished, that have been used; (iii) Record of meetings, consultations and
surveys with stakeholders, including those with affected people and local NGOs. The record
specifies the means of such stakeholder engagement that were used to obtain the views of
affected groups and local NGOs, summarizes key concerns and how these concerns addressed
in project design and mitigation measures; (iv) Tables presenting the relevant data referred to or
summarized in the main text; (v) Attachment of any other mitigation plans; (vi) List of associated
reports or plans.



