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NCLC Plenary:  Authentic Materials in Traditional and 
Virtual Chinese Language Instruction

I can describe my rationale for using authentic materials 
to develop learners’ proficiency in Chinese

I can identify the variety of authentic materials I want to 
incorporate into Chinese language learning

I can analyze what is needed to support learners as they 
engage with authentic materials 



Charlene Polio – What are authentic materials?



If you're ordering pizza, the biggest debate might be, "I know a better place." Or you 
might get into a debate about Chicago versus thin crust, or something like that. You won't 
have people jumping out of the bushes yelling about Italian pizza, or how this pizza is not 
real Italian or whatever. It's not 'Americanized' pizza. But if you're talking about Chinese 
food, it's more than likely that someone will say, "That's not really Chinese food," that 
they know a place that's more 'real.' People feel like American Chinese food is not the real 
deal, and they're looking for authenticity. But the truth of the matter is that it is 
authentic, and when you call it inauthentic, you're ignoring a lot of history and devaluing 
a little bit the food and the people who brought it here.

https://munchies.vice.com/en_us/article/are-we-wrong-to-call-americanized-chinese-food-
inauthentic?utm_source=munchiesfbus

How do we define authentic materials (and why 
does it matter)?



What are authentic materials?

•Materials created (mostly) by native speakers for 
(mostly) native speakers for a real-world purpose 
other than language learning.
• A role play may be an authentic task, but 

students are not necessarily exposed to authentic 
language.
• Students may be communicating meaning to a 

real audience, but there may not be exposure to 
authentic language.
• It matters because students need some exposure 

to non-simplified language.
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Non-authentic ≠ Bad



Are these authentic?

•Translations from the students’ 
native language into the target 
language
•Children’s books
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Dr. Luyi Lien:
Authentic materials to enrich the 
immersion experience



Authentic Chinese Materials   Dr. Luyi Lien

Image from: https://www.shine.cn/feature/taste/1909252691/

Image from: http://www.foodszs.com/templet/index/hsufuchifoods

Image from: http://www.wochacha.com/index/search?tp1=4&tp2=2&clid=683&p=13

Image from:
http://www.jxyy
bb.com/product
/showproduct.p
hp?lang=cn&id=
202

Image from: https://www.amazon.com/LITTLE-PRINCE-NOODLE-ORIGINAL-1x300G-VW/dp/B005XE8BCM

https://www.shine.cn/feature/taste/1909252691/
https://www.shine.cn/feature/taste/1909252691/
http://www.foodszs.com/templet/index/hsufuchifoods
https://www.shine.cn/feature/taste/1909252691/
http://www.wochacha.com/index/search%3Ftp1=4&tp2=2&clid=683&p=13
https://www.shine.cn/feature/taste/1909252691/
http://www.jxyybb.com/product/showproduct.php%3Flang=cn&id=202
https://www.shine.cn/feature/taste/1909252691/
https://www.amazon.com/LITTLE-PRINCE-NOODLE-ORIGINAL-1x300G-VW/dp/B005XE8BCM


数星星 满天都是小星星
闪闪放光明

好像微笑的眼睛
看着我和你

星星数也数不清
代表我的心

星星闪闪亮晶晶
满满的爱都给你
1234567 7654321

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zeScGjZ6z1I
Artist: 谢欣芷

https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv=zeScGjZ6z1I


Authentic Chinese Materials   Dr. Luyi Lien

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gE6uuacCjhA
Artist: 梁靜茹

Yinghua Academy Chinese New Year Performance 2020
4th Grade Choir

https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv=gE6uuacCjhA


Authentic Materials To Enhance Classroom Activities
Reading nutrition labels on Authentic Chinese products

Photos taken by Dr. Luyi Lien



Sara Chao:
Authentic Materials from Social Media
(Related to COVID-19 – Remote Learning)



Sara Chao, NCLC 2020



1.  Read the boxes in GREEN 
and circle ANY action verbs 
you see.  What do they mean?

5.  In your own words, 
translate the highlighted 
verses:

疫情影响了全世界的每个⼈。我们来看看
中国很有名的⼀位歌星对病毒有什么看法。

Sara Chao, NCLC 2020



3. Using your best guess:

她的⼼情怎么样？
你是怎么知道的？
(use evidence from the lyrics)

6. Does this song echo how 
you feel?  How so?

Sara Chao, NCLC 2020



Paul Sandrock
Adding motivation of an authentic audience



Glastonbury High School (CT) – Teacher: Meiching Chang

Partner School, Shandong



Luyi Lien 
Using authentic materials to enhance literacy 
development 



Ideal Scenario: Witness History Firsthand Exploring a Museum

Image from: https://en.dpm.org.cn/

https://en.dpm.org.cn/


Digital Resources from: Beijing Palace Museum
https://minghuaji.dpm.org.cn/paint/appreciate?id=592d80e225aac624977fee2e19452c1f

Digital Exploration

https://minghuaji.dpm.org.cn/paint/appreciate%3Fid=592d80e225aac624977fee2e19452c1f
https://minghuaji.dpm.org.cn/paint/appreciate%3Fid=592d80e225aac624977fee2e19452c1f


Students can navigate
the digital artwork,

read and interact with
the art piece in order

to learn and
understand its

meaning



Sara Chao 
Authentic Materials + Literacy Development
(Adapted from Confucius Institute Magazine Article)



2018 Read-On STARTALK Teacher Program
Sara Chao, NCLC 2020



2018 Read-On STARTALK Teacher Program
Sara Chao, NCLC 2020



2018 Read-On STARTALK Teacher Program
Sara Chao, NCLC 2020



2018 Read-On STARTALK Teacher Program
Sara Chao, NCLC 2020



Resources

• Video 1 -阿福:  Shanghai after the VIRUS | Are people still wearing masks?  A foreigner’s report -
https://youtu.be/Z3VTinzKG9o

• Video 2 - What are citizens of Wuhan doing at home? Using EdPuzzle – how to create and use the assignment can be 
found on CLASSK12 急救包series: https://youtu.be/np6NlocOlzw

• Video 3 – Tanya Chua 蔡健雅 –病毒快⾛开 https://youtu.be/u_649mFspSk or https://youtu.be/dcTApODXy0A

• CLASSK12 FRONTLINE has resource on using this song for Social Emotional Learning https://youtu.be/q1l-j98iqaA

• 2018 Read-On STARTALK Program (AP Group) https://college.holycross.edu/projects/startalk-chinese-literacy/2018-
Startalk/index-2018.html

• 笔顺 animated character stroke order: https://www.mdbg.net/chinese/dictionary

• 《中国家庭的新成员—宠物》-孔⼦学院
http://www.cim.chinesecio.com/hbcms/f/article/info?id=de7fdada9ef14e77abfad9b2fe933e6b

• 2020 Summer Watch List from 赵⽼师 https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-
1vTxu_F9LuB6PPdB8bbT1bH9q1UuU8Au8UQILzje84qWi_7FRVRH1SC13HtETlJFhr6l4EtFa6YfcIQD/pub

https://youtu.be/Z3VTinzKG9o
https://youtu.be/np6NlocOlzw
https://youtu.be/u_649mFspSk
https://youtu.be/dcTApODXy0A
https://youtu.be/q1l-j98iqaA
https://college.holycross.edu/projects/startalk-chinese-literacy/2018-Startalk/index-2018.html
https://www.mdbg.net/chinese/dictionary
http://www.cim.chinesecio.com/hbcms/f/article/info%3Fid=de7fdada9ef14e77abfad9b2fe933e6b
https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vTxu_F9LuB6PPdB8bbT1bH9q1UuU8Au8UQILzje84qWi_7FRVRH1SC13HtETlJFhr6l4EtFa6YfcIQD/pub


Paul Sandrock

How can I use authentic materials to develop learners’ literacy
in a second language?
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Luyi Lien
Using authentic material to enhance literacy development



Using Authentic Material
to Enhance Literacy

Development

Developing basic language foundation by getting
acquainted with a Chinese – Chinese dictionary

Image from

https://w
ww.goodr

eads.com
/book/sho

w/420719
98

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/42071998


Benefits of Chinese-Chinese Dictionary

Students will be able to intentionally use authentic material with
teacher’s purpose
• Use Pinyin to find new characters
• Find radicals and learn new vocabulary
• Get students used to seeing words they don’t recognize
• Make students comfortable with Chinese dictionary
• Don’t be afraid!
• Embrace authentic material

• Yinghua Academy Dictionary Competition incentivizes students to
familiarize themselves with a physical dictionary.

Image from
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/42071
998

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/42071998




Resources

Images
Snacks
https://www.shine.cn/feature/taste/1909252691/
http://www.foodszs.com/templet/index/hsufuchifoods
http://www.wochacha.com/index/search?tp1=4&tp2=2&clid=683&p=13
https://www.amazon.com/LITTLE-PRINCE-NOODLE-ORIGINAL-1x300G-
VW/dp/B005XE8BCM
http://www.jxyybb.com/product/showproduct.php?lang=cn&id=202
Dictionary
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/42071998
Museum
https://en.dpm.org.cn/

Videos
数星星 - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zeScGjZ6z1I
暖暖- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gE6uuacCjhA

Websites
Digital Resources from: Beijing Palace Museum
https://minghuaji.dpm.org.cn/paint/appreciate
?id=592d80e225aac624977fee2e19452c1f

https://www.shine.cn/feature/taste/1909252691/
https://www.shine.cn/feature/taste/1909252691/
http://www.foodszs.com/templet/index/hsufuchifoods
http://www.wochacha.com/index/search%3Ftp1=4&tp2=2&clid=683&p=13
https://www.amazon.com/LITTLE-PRINCE-NOODLE-ORIGINAL-1x300G-VW/dp/B005XE8BCM
http://www.jxyybb.com/product/showproduct.php%3Flang=cn&id=202
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/42071998
https://en.dpm.org.cn/
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv=gE6uuacCjhA
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv=zeScGjZ6z1I
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv=gE6uuacCjhA
https://minghuaji.dpm.org.cn/paint/appreciate%3Fid=592d80e225aac624977fee2e19452c1f
https://minghuaji.dpm.org.cn/paint/appreciate%3Fid=592d80e225aac624977fee2e19452c1f


Charlene Polio 
Addressing challenges to using authentic materials in 
language learning (and what is unique to Mandarin)



What are the challenges to using authentic 
materials in language learning – in general but 
also specifically and uniquely in Mandarin - and 
how can we address these challenges?

Finding 
material 
that will 
interest 
students

Convincing 
students that they 

don’t need to 
understand every 

word/Not 
overwhelming 

students

Finding 
appropriate 
materials is 
very time 

consuming







Food Calories Grams of fat Grams of 
protein

One unknown 
kanji


