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Michael J. Werner is a Hong Kong-based veteran of film sales, marketing, production and consulting,
who has specialized in the Asian market for nearly 40 years. Born in Los Angeles, he ran Summit
International at its start and co-headed Asia-Pacific Theatrical Distribution for 20" Century Fox.
Werner later joined Amsterdam-based Fortissimo Films, where he helped raise the profile of Asian
cinema by seeking out top Chinese and Asian filmmakers. He left his role as Fortissimo CEO in 2016
and returned to consulting, counting Fox International Productions among his clients. Over the years,
Werner served as Executive Producer, Co-Producer or Associate Producer on a number of
high-profile independent Asian films, including The Grandmaster by Wong Kar Wai, Springtime in a
Small Town by Tian Zhuangzhuang and Norwegian Wood by Tran Anh Hung. He has won many
awards for his contributions to Asian and world cinema; in 2006, he became a member of the
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.
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