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Society California

Feng Xiaogang
Writer, Director and Actor

Feng Xiaogang emerged as one of Asia's most successful commercial directors for his black
comedies about common people in a rapidly changing China. As his films grew more ambitious, they
pushed the boundaries of Chinese cinema and redefined genres. Feng’s 2010 drama Aftershock
was the first Chinese film released in IMAX. It and his 2012 historical drama Back to 1942 were
submitted by China for Best Foreign Language Film at the Academy Awards. Back to 1942 and The
Sigh (2010) won Best Film prizes in international festivals; Feng has won Best Director three times
at China's prestigious Hundred Flowers Awards. He is often compared to Steven Spielberg because
of his long commercial success — and for shifting to more challenging, artier filmmaking. | Am Not
Madame Bovary (2016), a darkly comic look at Chinese bureaucracy through the tale of a peasant
woman seeking justice against her unfaithful husband, won several awards. His latest film, Youth,
portrays the lives of young people from their service in a PLA dance troupe during the Culture
Revolution to the 1990s.
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