FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Asia Society Hong Kong Center Publishes Heritage Revealed
Transformation of the Heritage Site to Modern Utilization
for the Hong Kong Community
Hong Kong, January 7, 2015 – Delving into the historical context and modern use of the
Former Explosives Magazine Compound in Admiralty, Hong Kong, Asia Society Hong Kong
Center (“ASHK”) proudly publishes Heritage Revealed (language: English and Traditional
Chinese) in December 2014.
The main objectives of this book are to REVEAL historical significances, CONNECT the past
with the present, SHARE the architectural work and its use for the community, SUPPORT
Hong Kong government’s effort in heritage conservation, and COMMEMORATE the Asia
Society Hong Kong Center’s transformation of the Former Explosives Magazine Compound.
The production of the first print run of Heritage Revealed was generously supported by the
Hinrich Foundation, Jebsen & Co. Ltd., and the Cypress Group. Architectural
conservationists, historians, the ASHK team and supporters joined in honouring the
continuous hard work of those that made the site what it is today.
“Through preservation and adaptive re-use, the Asia Society Hong Kong Center campus was
transformed from a derelict military site into a tranquil refuge and the modern cultural hub we
very much hope you will enjoy,” Mr. Ronnie C. Chan, Co-Chair of Asia Society and Chairman
of Asia Society Hong Kong Center proudly stated.
Heritage Revealed highlights the transformation of the Former Explosives Magazine to the
current site of Asia Society Hong Kong Center, and allows the readers to explore the history
in the context of the military – both army and the navy – and the modern utilization of the
compound for the Hong Kong community.
“We trust this book will serve as a reminder of the history of the location and the Center’s
commitment to fostering a greater understanding of Asia amongst the people of Asia and the
world,” Mr. Merle A. Hinrich, Founder of The Hinrich Foundation remarked.
Through the pages, Heritage Revealed showcases the exhibition space in the Chantal Miller
Gallery, the world-class sound and theater facilities in the Miller Theater, the exchange of
intellects in the Hong Kong Jockey Club Hall, and more.
Referring to the characteristics of the site, Mr. Hans Michael Jebsen, Chairman of Jebsen &
Co. Ltd. exclaimed, “The fact that a site as important and unusual as the Explosives
Magazine Compound was not only saved but transformed into a unique public space, is
probably amongst the world’s best examples of revived historical architecture.”
The book also reflects contrasting themes such as the outdated to the contemporary, the
basic to the creative, and the past to the present. From photographic images to architectural

insights, the people and their stories, Heritage Revealed opens an intimate window to the
historical stories and modern use of the site.
“In just two years, the Center has welcomed tens of thousands of visitors and thousands of
students, schools and community groups to our exhibitions and public educational programs,
while our guided tours of this heritage site have attracted visitors from both near and far,” S.
Alice Mong, Executive Director of Asia Society Hong Kong Center recalled on the promise for
the site to be accessible to all. “Those former military magazines are now literally exploding
with ideas and creativity!”
ASHK appreciates the contribution of Katie Cummer, Assistant Lecturer for the Architectural
Conservation Programmes (“ACP”) of the University of Hong Kong, Dr. Lynne D. DiStefano,
Adjunct Professor and Academic Advisor of ACP and Professor Lee Ho Yin, Director of ACP,
in providing historical significance and architectural insights of the site for the publication of
Heritage Revealed.
Heritage Revealed is for sale in the Asia Society Store in the Hong Kong and New York
Center, respectively.
Link for Photos
Dropbox: http://goo.gl/cYkGCu
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About Asia Society
Founded in 1956 by John D. Rockefeller 3rd in New York, The Asia Society is a leading notfor-profit, non-government educational organization dedicated to promoting mutual
understanding and strengthening partnerships among peoples, leaders, and institutions of
Asia and the United States in a global context. Across the fields of arts, business, culture,
education, and policy, The Asia Society provides insight, generates ideas, and promotes
collaboration to address present challenges and create a shared future.
Asia Society Hong Kong Center
As one of the eleven centers of The Asia Society, Asia Society Hong Kong Center (the “Hong
Kong Center” or “ASHK”) was established in 1990 by a group of Hong Kong community
leaders, led by the late Sir Q.W. Lee, the honorary chairman of Hang Seng Bank.
In February 2012, the Hong Kong Center established its new permanent home in Admiralty
at the Old Victoria Barracks, Former Explosives Magazine site. Steeped in history, cultural
significance and natural beauty, the site was originally built by the British Army in the mid19th century for explosives and ammunition production and storage. Through careful

conservation, restoration and adaptive re-use, this heritage site was successfully
transformed into a cultural, artistic and intellectual hub. ASHK warmly welcomes the public to
visit the Center, to join the programs and view the exhibitions organized by ASHK and its
partners.
As the leading regional knowledge-based platform for furthering the understanding of the
countries and cultures of Asia and global issues that impact the region, Asia Society Hong
Kong Center boasts extensive regional and international networks of leaders and scholars,
and offers a broad variety of programs in the form of lectures, performances, film screenings
and exhibitions to the community.
Asia Society Hong Kong Center was established entirely with local funding and is supported
through membership dues, fundraising events, and contributions from individuals,
corporations and foundations that work together to support and advance its mission.

Opening Hours:
Asia Society Hong Kong Center and Asia Society Store
Tuesday – Sunday: 11am – 6pm
Last Thursday of the Month: 11am – 8pm
Closed on Mondays, Christmas Day, and the first day of January
Last admission: 60 minutes before closing
Chantal Miller Gallery
Tuesday – Thursday: 11am – 6pm
Friday – Sunday: 11am – 8pm
Last Thursday of the Month: 11am – 8pm
Closed on Mondays
Last admission: 30 minutes before closing

Website
Facebook
Twitter
LinkedIn
Instagram

asiasociety.org/hong-kong
facebook.com/Asiasocietyhongkong
twitter.com/AsiaSocietyHK
search “Asia Society Hong Kong Center”
instagram.com/asiasocietyhk
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