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Robert Beckman 
Robert Beckman heads the ocean law and policy program and is the Director of the Centre for 

International Law at the National University of Singapore (NUS), which was established in 2009. 

Professor Beckman is also an Associate Professor at the NUS Faculty of Law. He currently teaches 

Ocean Law & Policy in Asia and Public International Law. He is an expert on the issues of law of the 

sea in Southeast Asia, including piracy, maritime security, the South China Sea and the Straits of 

Malacca and Singapore. He served for several years as a regional resource person in the workshops on 

Managing Potential Conflicts in the South China Sea and Professor Beckman also lectures in the 

summer programme at the Rhodes Academy of Oceans Law & Policy in Rhodes, Greece. 

Henry Bensurto 

Henry Sicad Bensurto Jr. is the former Secretary General of the Commission on Maritime and Ocean 

Affairs Secretariat (CMOAS) and incoming Assistant Secretary of the West Philippine Sea Center 

(WPSC), Department of Foreign Affairs. A recipient of the Presidential Award of Gawad Mabini (with 

the Rank of Commander) for his distinguished contribution and leadership in the passage of the 

Philippine Archipelagic Baselines Law on March 10, 2009. He helped shepherd the preparation and 

submission of the Philippine partial claim for Extended Continental Shelf (ECS) before the UN 

Commission on the Limits of Continental Shelf (CLCS) in April 2009. 

Andrew Billo 
Andrew Billo is an Assistant Director at the Asia Society’s New York headquarters where he manages 

the organization’s public programs in the policy domain. Prior to Asia Society, he was an official with 

the International Organization for Migration (IOM) where he was posted to Vietnam, Jordan, and 

Cambodia. While based in Ho Chi Minh City, he managed projects aimed at combating the exploitation 

of migrants. In the Middle East, he held operational and logistical responsibilities pertaining to refugees. 

Prior to joining IOM in 2004, he served as UN Volunteer, also in Vietnam. Andrew holds a Master’s 

degree in International Affairs from Columbia University’s School of International and Public Affairs 

(SIPA) in New York and a Master’s degree in Public Policy from the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public 

Policy in Singapore. He holds a B.A. from Colorado College and speaks Vietnamese. 

Jerome A. Cohen 
Jerome Cohen is Professor of Law at New York University School of Law, Co-Director, US-Asia Law 

Institute and the senior American expert on East Asian law. Each year, Jerome Cohen teaches a course 

on Chinese law and society. In some years he offers courses on comparative international law or 

international business contracts and economic cooperation with East Asia. In addition to these formal 

courses, Professor Cohen coordinates a Chinese language colloquium that attracts key figures in Chinese 

law and hosts a weekly Asia Hour for students, featuring informal (and frequently autobiographical) 

talks by prominent diplomatic and government officials, leading academics, and other influential 

practitioners in the East Asian legal area.  

 

 

Speaker Profiles 



Patrick Cronin 
Patrick Cronin is a Senior Advisor and Senior Director of the Asia-Pacific Security Program at the 

Center for a New American Security (CNAS).  Previously, he was the Director of the Institute for 

National Strategic Studies (INSS) at National Defense University and has a nearly 30-year career inside 

government and academic research centers. He used to serve at the London-based International Institute 

for Strategic Studies (IISS) and the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS). In 2001, he 

was confirmed by the Senate to the third-ranking position at the U.S. Agency for International 

Development. Dr. Cronin received both his M.Phil. and D.Phil. degrees in University of Oxford, and 

graduated with high honors from the University of Florida. 

David Denoon 
David Denoon is professor of politics and economics at New York University and Director of NYU's 

Center on U.S.-China Relations. He is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations, the National 

Committee on U.S.-China Relations, the International Institute for Strategic Studies (London), the Asia 

Society, the U.S.-Indonesia Society, and Co-Chairman of NYU's Asia Policy Seminar. He is also 

chairman of the Editorial Advisory Board of Great Decisions. Denoon is the author and editor of seven 

books, including Real Reciprocity: Balancing U.S. Economic and Security Policy in the Pacific Basin.  

Heng Yee Kuang 
Heng Yee Kuang is an Associate Professor and Assistant Dean (Research) at the Lee Kuan Yew School 

of Public Policy.  Dr. Heng’s research interests include security risks in the age of globalization; 

Singapore’s experience of managing global risks as a global city; ‘soft’ power strategies in the Asia-

Pacific; Great Power Politics; and strategic studies and the evolution of strategic cultures. Dr. Heng 

holds a PhD in International Relations from the London School of Economics and Political Science 

(LSE), UK where he also taught from 2002-2003. Before joining LKYSPP, he was Lecturer (Assistant 

Professor) in International Relations at the University of St Andrews, UK (2007-2011). He was also 

Lecturer (Assistant Professor) in Political Science at Trinity College Dublin, Ireland (2004-2007). 

Christopher Hill 
Christopher Hill is currently the Dean of the Josef Korbel School of International Studies at the 

University of Denver. Previously, Hill was America’s Ambassador to Iraq and immediately prior to that 

assignment, he was Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific serving as the lead U.S. 

negotiator at the Six-Party Talks on the North Korea nuclear issue.  A career member of the Senior 

Foreign Service, Ambassador Hill has also served as the American Ambassador to the Republic of 

Korea (2004-2005), Poland (2000-2004), and the Republic of Macedonia (1996-1999). He also served as 

Special Envoy to Kosovo (1998-1999) and as Special Assistant to the President and Senior Director for 

Southeast European Affairs in the National Security Council.  

Huang Jing 
Huang Jing is a professor and the Director of the Center on Asia and Globalization at the Lee Kuan Yew 

School of Public Policy. Dr. Huang has published numerous works on Chinese foreign policy and 

politics, security issues in the Asia-Pacific and US-China relations. His book, Factionalism in Chinese 

Communist Politics, won the prestigious Masayoshi Ohira Memorial Prize in 2002. Dr. Huang also 

serves as Senior Overseas Economic Analyst for China’s Xinhua News Agency. He was previously a 

Senior Fellow at the John Thornton China Center at the Brookings Institution, and has taught at Harvard 

University, Utah State University and Stanford University. Dr. Huang received his Ph.D. in Political 

Science from Harvard University and his MA in History from Fudan University. 

Lynn Kuok 
Lynn Kuok is a Rajawali Foundation Fellow at the Ash Center for Democratic Governance and 

Innovation, Harvard Kennedy School. Lynn Kuok’s research covers ethnicity, religion and nationalism, 

peace and conflict studies, and the politics of Southeast Asia. Her current project looks at how the 

structure of religious organizations impacts peace and conflict outcomes and the implications for 

government action. Lynn Kuok was editor-in-chief of the Cambridge Review of International Affairs 

and the Singapore Law Review. She holds a Ph.D. from University of Cambridge, a master’s degree in 

law and diplomacy from the Fletcher School and a LLB from the National University of Singapore. 



Angelo Azura Jimenez 
Angelo Azura Jimenez is Of Counsel at the Jaromay Laurente and Pamaos Law Offices in the 

Philippines. He is also Executive Vice President of the Asia Pacific Basin for Energy Strategies, Inc., a 

Manila-based energy and economic think tank. Until 2007, he was Deputy Administrator of the 

Philippines’ Overseas Workers Welfare Administration (OWWA). He was Philippines Labour Attache 

to Japan, Kuwait and Iraq. While in government, he specialized in crisis management and handled 

special assignments such as hostage rescue and negotiations in Iraq from 2004 to 2005 and was chair of 

the crisis management committee under the Department of Labour during the war in Lebanon in 2006. 

He took his degrees in Sociology and Law at the University of the Philippines. 

Walter Lohman 
Walter Lohman is Director of The Heritage Foundation's Asian Studies Center. Lohman joined Heritage 

in 2006 as Senior Research Fellow for Southeast Asia, Australia and New Zealand. Before joining 

Heritage, Lohman served as Senior Vice President and Executive Director of the U.S.-ASEAN Business 

Council. The other part of Lohman's career has been spent as a Senate staff member. In 2002, he served 

as senior professional Republican staff advising Sen. Jesse Helms (R-NC) on issues affecting East Asia. 

From 1991 to 1996, he served as a policy aide to Sen. John McCain (R-AZ) advising McCain on foreign 

policy, trade and defense issues. Lohman has a bachelor's degree in humanities from Virginia Wesleyan 

College and a master's degree in foreign affairs from the University of Virginia.  

Stephen Loosley 
Stephen Loosley is a former Australian Senator and General Secretary of the NSW ALP and ALP 

National President. Stephen has specialist experience in international affairs, public policy, legislative 

process and major infrastructure projects. He holds several high profile appointments including 

Chairman of the Australian Strategic Policy Institute, Senior Vice President of the European Australian 

Business Council and eight years as Chairman of the Committee for Sydney. His deep understanding of 

the dynamics affecting business and government, locally and globally, is invaluable in helping 

organizations tackle complex issues.  Having pursued careers in both the political and corporate arenas, 

Stephen is uniquely placed to offer-high level strategic advice to public and private sector clients. 

Duncan McCargo 
Duncan McCargo is professor of Southeast Asian Politics at the University of Leeds and a Visiting 

Scholar at the Weatherhead East Asian Institute at Columbia University. His interests mainly focus on 

politics of Thailand and comparative politics of Southeast Asia. He is best known for his agenda-setting 

contributions to current debates on the politics of Thailand. In addition, Professor McCargo has lived in 

Singapore, taught in Cambodia and Japan, and published on Indonesia and Vietnam. Dr. McCargo 

appears regularly on BBC radio and television and has written for The Daily Telegraph, The Economist, 

The Guardian, and Time magazine. He has also given briefings to senior officials including UN staff and 

the president of the Thai Senate.  

Tom Nagorski  
Tom Nagorski became Executive Vice President of the Asia Society following a three-decade career in 

journalism — having served most recently as Managing Editor for International Coverage at ABC 

News. Before that he was Foreign Editor for World News Tonight, and a reporter and producer based in 

Russia, Germany and Thailand. Nagorski was the recipient of eight Emmy awards and the Dupont 

Award for excellence in international coverage, as well as a fellowship from the Henry Luce 

Foundation. He has written for several publications and is the author of Miracles on the Water: The 

Heroic Survivors of a World War II U-Boat Attack.   

Nguyen Thi Lan Anh 
Nguyen Thi Lan Anh is the Vice Dean of the International Law Faculty, Diplomatic Academy of Viet 

Nam, where she has taught since 2000. She teaches courses in Public International Law, International 

Law of the Sea, WTO Law and International Dispute Settlement. She is also a member of the research 

programme of the Diplomatic Academy of Vietnam on the South China Sea. Lan Anh received a 

Bachelor of Arts in Law degree from Hanoi Law University in 1998, a Bachelor of Arts degree in 

International Relations from the Diplomatic Academy of Viet Nam in 1999, and a Master of Arts in 



International, European and Commercial Law degree from the University of Sheffield in 2004. She 

obtained a Doctor of Philosophy degree in International Law from the University of Bristol in 2008.  

Nguyen Thi Thanh Ha 
Nguyen Thi Thanh Ha has served as Director General of the Department of International Law and 

Treaties in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Viet Nam since 2012. She joined the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs as a legal expert in 1980, a position she held until 1990.  She served as the Third Secretary at the 

Embassy of Viet Nam to Indonesia and as the Minister Counselor and Legal Advisor of the Permanent 

Mission of Viet Nam to the United Nations, covering social and humanitarian issues within the work of 

the 3
rd

 Committee of the UNGA and ECOSOC. She was also Vice-Chair of the Counter-Terrorism 

Committee of the UN Security Council. She received her B.A. in International Relations at the College 

for Foreign Affairs in Hanoi, Viet Nam, and her M.A. in International Law at Harvard Law School. 

Bernard Oxman 
Bernard Oxman is the Richard A. Hausler Professor of Law at University of Miami. He regularly 

teaches Conflict of Laws, International Law, Law of the Sea and Torts courses. As a globally renowned 

expert on the Law of the Sea, he has served as judge ad hoc of both the International Court of Justice 

(ICJ) and the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea. Professor Oxman is also a leading expert on 

International Law. He serves as the co-editor of the American Journal of International Law, the 

country’s leading publication in the field and considered by many to be the world’s most prestigious 

International Law publication. Professor Oxman earned an A.B. from Columbia College in 1962 and a 

J.D. from Columbia Law School in 1965. 

J. Stapleton Roy 
J. Stapleton Roy is a senior U.S. diplomat specializing in Asian Affairs. A fluent Chinese speaker, Mr. 

Roy spent much of his Foreign Service career in East Asia, where his assignments included Bangkok 

(twice), Hong Kong, Taipei, Beijing (twice), Singapore, and Jakarta. He also specialized in Soviet 

affairs and served in Moscow at the height of the Cold War. Mr. Roy rose to become a three-time 

ambassador, serving as the top U.S. envoy in Singapore (1984-1986), the People’s Republic of China 

(1991-1995), and Indonesia (1996-1999). In 1996, he was promoted to the rank of Career Ambassador, 

the highest rank in the Foreign Service. He is now Director of the Kissinger Institute on China and the 

United States at the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars. 

Yang Fang 
Yang Fang is a Research Associate at the Centre on Asia and Globalisation (CAG) at the Lee Kuan Yew 

School of Public Policy. She was an Associate Research Fellow with the Maritime Security Programme 

at S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies, Nanyang Technological University from 2009-2011 

and received her MSc from RSIS in 2009. Her research interests lie in maritime security issues ranging 

from maritime boundary disputes in East Asia, to naval development in Asia-Pacific, piracy in both 

Southeast Asia and Horn of Africa, and other non-traditional maritime security issues. 

Zhang Xinjun 
Zhang Xinjun is an Associate Professor of Public International Law at Tsinghua University, Beijing. His 

research interests include the Law of the Sea, International Environmental Law, Non-proliferation Law 

and the Law of Treaties. He is the Executive Director of the Center for the Law of the Sea Study in 

Tsinghua Law School, also a member of International Law Association (ILA), participating ILA 

Committee on the Legal Principles relating to Climate Change. 

Zhu Chenghu 
Zhu Chenghu holds the rank of Major General in the People's Liberation Army of China. He is also the 

dean of the Defense Affairs Institute for China's National Defense University of the People's Liberation 

Army, where he has been teaching and researching for nearly 40 years. During this time, he has also 

worked in the National Institute for Strategic Studies at the U.S. National Defense University, the 

University of London's School of Oriental and African Studies, and the East Asian Institute at the 

National University of Singapore as a visiting fellow. His current research focuses on major power 

relations, Asian-Pacific security, China's national security, and other topics on which he has published 

several articles.  


