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About CAIS

* In San Francisco

e 50/50 partial immersion,

independent PreK-8

e Established in 1981

* 3 campuses

* Key features: integrated
curriculum- across
languages, disciplines, DElI,
Arts and Design; robust

international programs hE
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What is CAIS’s Approach to Language
Assessment?

 QOur own internal assessment provides critical data about student
learning

* We want to measure language proficiency using a credible
external system, not by comparison

* Assessment is one piece of information about student learning
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« We want assessment to be formative assessment
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Step 1: Benchmark Language Proficiency

We decided to
benchmark our
language
proficiency against
ACTFL guidelines
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Step 2: Get Teachers Trained

Why and How?
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2003-2007, CAIS already had 5 certified
OPI testers

In 2011, 16 CAIS teachers were certified as
OPI testers

In 2014, CAIS ran WPT training; 9 teachers
certified as raters

In 2015, 3rd round of OPI training, CAIS
had 13 OPI testers

Continuous PD for norming, testing skills,
instruction, etc.



Step 3: Communicate with the Community

* We need a reliable assessment to measure language proficiency
 Teachers are trained to administer the assessment

e Explain the pros and cons of these assessments

* Emphasize that assessment is ONE piece of information

* We have data contents, not just the results

e How we use the data e
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Step 4: Run Assessments

[ S
* OPI: -

— 8th grade in April
— 5th grade in May

¢ WPT:
— Whole school in May

— 2017-18, change to quarterly,
one focus each quarter

e STAMP 4Se:
— In March, grade 3-5



Step 5: Collect and Analyze Data

2016-2017 6th Grade OPI Result

90% on or above target

10% below target




2016-2017 5th Grade OPI Result

0% Is
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4%

90% on or
above
benchmark




2015-2016 8th Grade OPI Result

Life changing. Warld changing.

87% on or IM
above
target

IH

13% below AL

target ANA




Whole-School Writing Assessment

* Based on WPT
 Sample prompt
e Writing sample
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Our Students’ Reading/Writing Levels 2016

Avant STAMP 45e
CAIS Reading Mandarin Simplified National Averages
Grade Level Immersion Comparison Chart

¢ G5:4.17 o0 Reading Writing Listaning Lpeaking

B Ind Grade 1.7 0.0 3.2 30
3rd Grade 2.8 3.4 4.2 3.5

W 4th Grade 3.2 3.6 4.5 3.7

hE m 5th Grade 3.6 ' 3.9 ' 4.6 3.8

e G3:3.35

o G4:47

e G5:517
CAIS Writing

e (3:3.59

Average Level of Proficiency

N 6th Grade 4.2 4.0 4.7 4.1
CA

KEY: The numbers 1-6 represent the following levels: 1=Novice-Low, 2= Movice-Mid, 3=Novice-High 4=Intermediate-
I s Low, S=Intermediate-Mid, &= Intermediate-High
The numbers for each skill are averages for that particular test group/grade and indicate the average level of
achievement for that group. & "2.7" for example, would indicate that this group is approaching Novice-High “3%.
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CAIS PK-8 Articulation Table

Validate How Well Students Can Perform

Oracy Literacy
Listening Presentational | Interpersonal Reading Writing
Speaking Speaking
AL IH- AL IH-AL IH/ Pre ADV IH/ PreADV
IH-AL IM-IH IM-IH IM-IH IM-IH
IH M IM-IH M IL-1M1
IM-IH IL-Im IM IL-IM IL
IM-IH IL IL IL-1M NH-IL
IL-1Mm NH-IL NH-IL NH-IL NH




Step 6: Interpret and Learn from the Data
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Step 7: Set Goals and DISCUSS Strategles
Through TCT a s

* Foster a Chinese-speaking
environment
* Develop skills to solicitate
high-quality speech or
writing
— Example:

i
CA
IS

Life changing. World changing.




. A L Bf4& When
2. A (A#h) Who
3. B2 (M%) Whete

4. X AEAH 4 ¥F What
5. A4 4 Why
6. 44T How

IFH W Rift—14FE-IRERENTE

=14

(event name)

B 18]
(When)

Hh e
(Where)




CAIS’s Approach to Language Assessment

Step 1: Benchmark language proficiency
Step 2: Get teachers trained

Step 3: Communicate with the community
Step 4: Run assessments

Step 5: Collect and analyze data

Step 6: Interpret and learn from the data
Step 7: Set goals and discuss strategies - 4B
through TCT T R T
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