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About Yu Ying 

• Free public charter school in 

Washington DC

• Inquiry-based curriculum 

model

• One of the most diverse 

schools in the U.S. 

• Prek 3 - Grade 5

• One-way foreign language 

• 580 students

• Confucius Classroom of the 

Year 2015



Our Model
Grade Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Prek 

3&4 Chinese all day / All subjects taught only in Chinese  

K-5

A 

week
Chinese English Chinese English Chinese

K-5

B 

week
English Chinese English Chinese English



Goals for the 

Chinese Language 

Program 

Create opportunities for 

students to develop 

academic & technical 

language in both 

Chinese and English

Develop oral language as a 

foundation for written 

language

Implement a balanced 

literacy approach in 

both languages



How do we teach and 

assess reading?



Guided Reading at Yu Ying 

“Teacher-led small groups offer the teacher the 

opportunity to address specific students’ needs 

with regard to reading skills, comprehension 

strategies, and interests. ”

Biliteracy from the Start, 2013



Guided Reading Considerations  

Grade Level 

Expectations

Text Selection 

Reading Strategies

Scope/Sequence 

Information Needed Assessment Expectations Reading Strategies Management

How often are 

students to be 

assessed?

What is expectation 

around data use?

Monitor progress

Preview Text

Look at the pictures

Skip the word

Use context clues

Radical knowledge 

Classroom 

management

Literacy stations

Technology needed

Additional support 



Why Is Guided Reading 

Important ?

● Differentiated learning

● Small-group instruction

● Individual development 

● Bridging concepts, skills, and 

strategies between two 

languages 



Level Chinese

Provides Common Core 

aligned learning 

objectives for Chinese 

Language Arts. 

Online leveled assessment  

platform for fluency, 

language and 

comprehension.

,

Provides real-time data on 

fluency, comprehension, and 

vocabulary

1

2

3



How does data drive 

our instruction?



Data at Yu Ying

● Informs in-class instruction

● Remediates and propels 

student learning

● Reveals conceptual and 

procedural strengths and 

weaknesses in teachers

● Provides information for 

yearly goal setting 



School-wide Snapshot 



Grade-Level Conversational Shift 

What type of L (language) questions are being asked on Level 

E? Do I need to reteach or assign additional homework?  



Student Level

Personalization of learning at the student level in real time



Challenges - Time

● Analyze the data

● Respond to the data

● Address information overload

● Develop accountability



What’s Next?

● Rethink Differentiation in the 

Chinese Language Arts

● Extend learning past the 

school day

● Rethink the data cycle to 

make it real time
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