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committee%(conference@ea>aaa.eu%)%or%go%to%the%conference%homepage:%
http://www.ea>aaa2017.ch%%%
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Keynote!abstract!
No&work&of&Japanese&sculpture&has&been&the&subject&of&as&much&attention&and&
rapturous& commentary& from& writers,& philosophers,& and& critics& than&
Kofukuji’s&Ashura%(dated& 734),& now& perhaps& the& most& famous& piece& of&
sculpture&in&Japan&after&the&Great&Buddha&at&Todaiji&itself.&This&lecture&offers&a&
new& interpretation&of& the&sculpture’s&enigmatic&expression&by&examining& the&
ways& in& which&Ashura%catalyzed& the& religious& imagination& in& relation& to& its&
ritual& context,& architectural& setting,& and& the& materiality& of& dry& lacquer&
technique.&Ashura&allows&us& to&better&understand&a&new&paradigm&of& temple&
hall& in&the&ancient&imperial&capital&of&Nara,&one&that&emerged&in&the&wake&of&
new& forms& of& Buddhist& knowledge& and& practice& spreading& throughout& East&
Asia.&&
&
&
The&keynote&is&supported&by:&
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