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“A celebration of a Pakistan open and engaged  
with the many ideas of many worlds.”

BBC
 

“You have truly made Lahore the Paris of the East.”
Laurent Gayer, author of Karachi: Ordered Disorder  

and the Struggle for the City

“Lahore Literary Festival, a wonder of creativity,  
eclecticism, ideas and dialogue.”
Roger Cohen, The New York Times

“A dazzling celebration of Pakistani poetry,  
music, dance, history and politics.”

Peter Oborne, New Statesman

“Matched the famous Jaipur Literature  
Festival for the mood, the energy and the excitement  

in the relaxed surroundings of the Alhamra Arts  
Center, and it beat Jaipur for passion.” 

John Elliott, Newsweek

“If anything, this festival was a statement  
about the future, the fate of an anxious city in a nation  

troubled by rising violence and intolerance, including very real  
threats to its artists and activists. If the festival’s schedule  
was a blueprint, it is a future which treasures a past that  

includes jewels like Noor Jehan—known as the Empress of  
Song—as well as literature of many centuries gone by, in  

many local languages … And it is a future based on rare hope  
that age-old conflicts can be resolved in years to come.”

Lyse Doucet, BBC
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Saturday, May 7

5 p.m. Reception

6 Pakistan on Stage: performance with Zeb Bangash

Sunday, May 8

10 a.m. Registration and welcome remarks

10:30 Literary Pakistan
Tasneem Zehra Husain, Bapsi Sidhwa, Bilal Tanweer,  
and Rafia Zakaria, with Hugh Eakin

11:30 Urdu Literature—Binding South Asia
Tahira Naqvi, Frances Pritchett, and Arfa Sayeda  
Zehra, with Dr. Azra Raza

12:30 p.m. The Promise of Pakistan
Manan Ahmed, Stephen P. Cohen, and Hina Rabbani  
Khar, with Raza Rumi

2:30 Contemporary Art from Pakistan
Salima Hashmi, Sadia Shirazi, and Salman Toor,  
with Amin Jaffer

3:30 Educating Pakistan
Syed Babar Ali with Amna Nawaz

4:30 U.S.-Pakistan Relations in an Uncertain World
Kati Marton, and Ahmed Rashid, with Roger Cohen

5:15 Lahore, Kites, and Popular Culture
Zeb Bangash, Ammar Belal, Sarmad Khoosat,  
and Sadia Shepard, with Maryam Wasif Khan

8 Qawwali Devotional Music from the  
Sufi Traditions of Pakistan
With Saami Brothers ensemble 
(This event is ticketed separately) 

This program may be subject to change due to circumstances beyond the reasonable control of LLF.
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Hugh Eakin
Senior editor at The New York Review and founding editor of NYR Daily, 
Eakin’s reporting on the Syrian humanitarian crisis is included in 2015’s 
Flight from Syria: Refugee Stories, which features the writing and pho-
tography of nine Pulitzer Center grantees. The stories trace the history 
of one of the biggest displacements of modern times—providing a tes-
tament to the suffering and courage of those who fled. Eakin’s has also 
written for The New York Times, The New Yorker, and The Wall Street 
Journal. He spoke at the Lahore Literary Festival in 2014.

Tasneem Zehra Husain 
After her Ph.D. in string theory from Stockholm University, Hussain did 
post-doctoral research at Harvard University and worked to set up the 
LUMS School of Science and Engineering in Lahore. Her articles have 
appeared in Dawn and she is a regular columnist for 3quarksdaily.com. 
Hussain has also contributed to anthologies of science writing for adults 
and children. Her debut novel, Only the Longest Threads, was published 
in 2014 and reimagines defining moments of discovery when new scien-
tific theories changed the understanding of the universe.

Bapsi Sidhwa
Award-winning Pakistani writer Sidhwa is the author of five novels—
Cracking India, The Pakistani Bride, The Crow Eaters, An American Brat, 
and Water—and a 2006 anthology, City of Sin and Splendor: Writings 
on Lahore. Her works have been translated into several languages, and 
Deepa Mehta’s film Earth is based on Cracking India. Sidhwa grew up in 
Lahore and now lives in Houston. She has taught at Columbia University 
and Mount Holyoke, and received several awards, including Pakistan’s 
highest national honor for the arts.

Bilal Tanweer
Writer and translator Tanweer was one of Granta’s New Voices and is a 
recipient of the PEN Translation Fund Grant for Chakiwara Mein Visaal. 
He has also translated two novels by Ibn-e Safi. He is an honorary fellow 
of the International Writing Program at the University of Iowa. Tanweer’s 
debut novel, The Scatter Here Is Too Great, won the Shakti Bhatt First 
Book Prize 2014 and was a finalist for the DSC Prize for South Asian 
Literature 2015 and the Chautauqua Prize 2015. He has taught at the 
Lahore University of Management Sciences.
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Rafia Zakaria
Her debut novel, The Upstairs Wife: an Intimate History of Pakistan, was 
named one of the best nonfiction titles of 2015 by Newsweek. Zakaria is 
an attorney and columnist whose work has appeared in Dawn, Boston 
Review, The New York Times, The Guardian, The New Republic, The 
Nation, The Los Angeles Review of Books, and on the Al Jazeera America 
website. Her next book, Veil, will be published in 2017. She has worked 
with Amnesty International and founded the Muslim Women’s Legal 
Defense Fund for the Muslim Alliance of Indiana.

Tahira Naqvi
Senior language lecturer of Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies at New 
York University, Naqvi is the author of two short-story collections, Attar 
of Roses and Other Stories of Pakistan and Dying in a Strange Country. 
She has translated the works of Gabriel García Márquez, Ismat Chughtai, 
Sadat Hassan Manto, Munshi Premchand, and Khadija Mastur. She is 
a member of the American Translators Association, and serves on the 
board of fiction editors for Catamaran: a Journal of South Asian Ameri-
can Literature. She is currently working on her first English novel.

Frances Pritchett
Professor emerita of modern Indic languages at Columbia University’s 
Department of Middle Eastern, South Asian, and African Studies, Pritch-
ett’s books include Nets of Awareness: Urdu Poetry and Its Critics; The 
Romance Tradition in Urdu: Adventures from the Dastan of Amir Hamzah; 
and Urdu Meter: A Practical Handbook. Pritchett has a Ph.D. in South 
Asian languages from the University of Chicago. She is currently working 
on A Desertful of Roses: the Urdu Ghazals of Mirza Asadullah Khan, a 
commentary on the entire collection of Ghalib.

Dr. Azra Raza
Director of the MDS Center at Columbia University, Dr. Raza is well 
known internationally for several landmark observations related to the 
biology and treatment of Myelodysplastic Syndrome. She has published 
the results of her laboratory research and a large number of clinical 
trials in prestigious, peer-reviewed journals such as The New England 
Journal of Medicine, Nature, Blood, Cancer Research, British Journal 
of Hematology, and Leukemia Research. In 2009, she also coauthored 
Ghalib: Epistemologies of Elegance with Sara Suleri Goodyear.
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Arfa Sayeda Zehra
Professor of history at Lahore’s Forman Christian College, Zehra has 
a Ph.D. from the University of Hawaii. In education for over 40 years, 
she was principal of the Lahore College for Women University and has 
also taught at the Lahore University of Management Sciences, the 
National College of Arts, and the School of Public Policy. In 2006, Zehra 
was chairperson of Pakistan’s National Commission on the Status of 
Women. Zehra is renowned for her command of Urdu and the history of 
Urdu literature.

Manan Ahmed
Assistant professor of history and cofounder of the Group for Exper-
imental Methods in the Humanities at Columbia University, Ahmed’s 
work has looked at Islam’s arrival to Sindh in the 8th century, and his 
areas of specialization include political and cultural history of Islam 
in South and Southeast Asia, frontier spaces and the city in medieval 
South Asia, and imperial and colonial historiography. His monograph, 
A Book of Conquest: the Chachnama and Muslim Origins in South Asia, 
will be released this fall.

Stephen P. Cohen 
Senior fellow in The India Project at Brookings Institution, Cohen is the 
author, coauthor, or editor of over 14 books, including Shooting for a 
Century, the India-Pakistan Conundrum and The Future of Pakistan. In 
2004, he was named by the World Affairs Councils of America as one 
of “America’s 500 Most Influential People” in the area of foreign policy. 
Cohen has taught in the U.S., Singapore, India, and Japan. He was a 
member of the policy planning staff at the U.S. Department of State 
from 1985 to 1987.

Hina Rabbani Khar
Pakistan’s youngest and first woman foreign minister, Khar has twice 
been elected to the country’s National Assembly. She has a master’s 
degree from the University of Massachusetts and a bachelor’s degree 
in economics from the Lahore University of Management Sciences. She 
has previously served as Pakistan’s minister of state for finance and 
economic affairs. As foreign minister, Khar led the initiative to normal-
ize trade relations with India and has worked extensively on regional 
cooperation and integration.
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Raza Rumi
Author of Delhi by Heart: Impressions of a Pakistani Traveler and The 
Fractious Path: Democratic Transition in Pakistan, Rumi has had fellow-
ships at the New America Foundation, the U.S. Institute of Peace, and 
the National Endowment of Democracy. He hosted his own current-af-
fairs TV talk show in Pakistan and has written for Foreign Policy, The 
New York Times, Huffington Post, CNN, and Al Jazeera. He has previously 
for the Asian Development Bank, the U.N. in Kosovo, and currently 
teaches at Ithaca College.

Salima Hashmi 
Artist, educator, curator, and editor, Hashmi is the founding dean of the 
visual art and design school at Lahore’s Beaconhouse National Univer-
sity. She was also the principal of the National College of Arts, and, in 
2009, curated “Hanging Fire,” Asia Society Museum’s survey of contem-
porary Pakistani art. Her latest book, The Eye Still Seeks, a catalogue of 
Pakistani art, was released last year. Hashmi is the daughter of legend-
ary Urdu poet Faiz Ahmed Faiz, has worked in television and theater, and 
been widely honored, including by the Pakistani government.

Amin Jaffer
International Director of Asian Art at Christie’s, Jaffer was previously a 
senior curator and senior fundraiser at London’s Victoria and Albert Mu-
seum. He is the author of Furniture from British India and Ceylon (2001), 
Luxury Goods from India (2002), Made for Maharajas: a Design Diary of 
Princely India (2006), and Beyond Extravagance: a Royal Collection of 
Gems and Jewels (2013). He also co-edited Encounters: the Meeting of 
Asia and Europe: 1500-1800. Jaffer has organized and contributed to 
several exhibitions and lectures around the world.

Sadia Shirazi
Architect and curator Shirazi has an architecture degree from MIT and 
is a Ph.D. candidate in the history of art and visual studies at Cornell 
University. Shirazi teaches at Parsons and was a curatorial fellow at 
the Whitney Museum Independent Study Program. She is engaged in 
a trans-disciplinary practice, investigating the relationship of art and 
architecture to sociopolitical issues, cultural memory, and alternative 
exhibition practices. Her recent curatorial projects include “230MB/Exhi-
bition without Objects” in New Delhi, and “Foreclosed.”
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Salman Toor
One of Pakistan’s most celebrated young artists, New York-based Toor 
has a Masters of Fine Art (Painting) degree from the Pratt Institute and 
a Bachelors of Fine Art (Painting and Drawing) degree with honors from 
Ohio Wesleyan University. Toor’s work shows a fractured and unique vi-
sion of an outsider in multiple worlds, challenging and revitalizing notions 
of identity, place, and time. Toor has had several solo exhibitions in the 
U.S. and Pakistan and been featured in several publications including 
ArtAsiaPacific and Foreign Policy.

Syed Babar Ali
One of Pakistan’s most celebrated businessmen and philanthropists, 
Ali set up the country’s largest food company, its largest packaging 
company, and its largest privately owned university, LUMS. He was 
the elected president of WWF International and also briefly served as 
Pakistan’s finance minister. He is a founding member of the Initiative on 
Social Enterprise of Harvard University, and is the chairman of several 
companies, including Coke Pakistan and Unilever Pakistan. Learning from 
Others: the Autobiography of Syed Babar Ali came out in 2015.

Amna Nawaz
An anchor and reporter for ABC News Digital, Nawaz was NBC News’s 
Islamabad bureau chief and later managing editor of its Asian America 
vertical. She has reported from around the world, including Syria, Haiti, 
Turkey, Afghanistan, and Pakistan. She has won several awards, includ-
ing an Emmy, a National Headliner award, and a Society for Features 
Journalism award. Born and raised in Virginia, Nawaz is a graduate of 
the University of Pennsylvania and has a master’s degree in international 
political relations from the London School of Economics.

Roger Cohen
With The New York Times since 1990, columnist and author Cohen’s 
books include Hearts Grown Brutal: Sagas of Sarajevo, an account of 
the wars of Yugoslavia’s destruction, Soldiers and Slaves: American 
POWs Trapped by the Nazis’ Final Gamble, Gen. H. Norman Schwarz-
kopf’s biography In the Eye of the Storm, and his family memoir, The 
Girl from Human Street: Ghosts of Memory in a Jewish Family. Raised in 
South Africa and England, Cohen is a naturalized American. He spoke at 
the Lahore Literary Festival in 2015.
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Kati Marton
The author of, among others, Enemies of the People: My Family’s 
Journey to America, which was a National Book Critics Circle Award 
finalist, Marton is an award-winning and bestselling journalist and writer. 
Previously a correspondent for NPR and ABC News, Marton is a director 
of the Committee to Protect Journalists and serves on the boards of 
the International Rescue Committee, the New America Foundation, and 
the Central European University. She is also a member of the Council on 
Foreign Relations, PEN International, and the Author’s Guild.

Ahmed Rashid 
Renowned globally as an authority on the Taliban and Central Asia, 
particularly Afghanistan, Rashid is Pakistan’s most celebrated and 
successful journalist and nonfiction author. In addition to his bestselling 
book Taliban (2000), Rashid is the author of four other books. A journalist 
since 1979 for local and foreign publications, Rashid has also worked 
with the U.N., Human Rights Watch, and the Committee to Protect Jour-
nalists. In 2009 and 2010, Foreign Policy chose him as one of the world’s 
most important 100 Global Thinkers. Rashid lives in Lahore.

Zeb Bangash
Half of the Pakistani pop band Zeb & Haniya, which she founded with her 
cousin while they were students at Mount Holyoke and Smith respective-
ly, Bangash is originally from Kohat, Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa province, but 
grew up and lives in Lahore. The band’s pared-down folksy sound came 
to national and international attention with the 2007 release of their 
debut album, Chup! Described as “playful and sensual,” Newsweek said 
the duo’s music “draws on Pashtun heritage and can easily fit into the 
province’s longstanding Sufic tradition.”

Ammar Belal
Award-winning fashion designer Belal was the first person from South 
Asia and the Middle East to be offered a placement in the MFA (Fashion 
Design) program at Parsons, where he currently teaches. Raised in 
Lahore, Boston, and Geneva, Belal’s designs explore and establish a 
harmony between fashion and journalism through the language of haute 
couture. Belal, who has a bachelor’s degree in business, launched his 
fashion label in 2002. His work has been featured in WWD and he has 
stocked at Patricia Fields and boutiques in Dubai.
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Maryam Wasif Khan 
Assistant professor at the Lahore University of Management Scienc-
es, Khan has a Ph.D. from UCLA in comparative literature. By working 
through the histories of translation, world literature, and genre, she 
thinks about how British imperialism created specific modes of cultural 
displacement in modern South Asia. Her other teaching and research 
interests include contemporary forms of secular aesthetics, Urdu serial 
plays, and narratives of exile. Her work is forthcoming in Modern Fiction 
Studies and MLQ: a Journal of Literary History. 

Sarmad Khoosat
Director, writer, producer and actor Khoosat has been in Pakistan’s 
entertainment industry since 18 years, working in television, film, and 
theater. He was the force behind Humsafar, a television drama series 
that became a massive hit in Pakistan and India. He won the Best Actor 
award for his portrayal of Urdu writer Sadat Hassan Manto in Manto, a 
film he directed, at this year’s Jaipur International Film Festival. Khoosat’s 
latest TV offering, Mor Mahal, an epic drama, began airing in Pakistan in 
April to critical acclaim.

Sadia Shepard
Writer and documentary film producer, Shepard is the author of The Girl 
from Foreign: a Memoir, and has written for The Washington Post, The 
Wall Street Journal, and The New York Times. Her film credits include The 
September Issue, a documentary offering an inside look at Vogue; The 
Education of Mohammad Hussein, nominated for a 2014 International 
Documentary Association Award; and The Other Half of Tomorrow, 
which looks at the disparate contexts that make up Pakistan’s complex 
culture. She teaches creative writing at Hunter College.
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The Lahore Literary Festival, founded in 2012, is  
incorporated as a nonprofit initiative. LLF is the largest, 
free and open-to-public annual event celebrating the arts 
in Pakistan’s cultural capital, Lahore. LLF explores the 
dialogue and interface between literature and the arts that 
shape our cultural, social, economic, and political frame-
works. LLF aims to bring together, discuss, and celebrate 
the diverse and pluralistic literary traditions of Lahore— 
a city of the arts, activism, and big ideas.
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A global city under the 12th-century Sultanate, capital of the Mughal Empire under Ak-
bar, and cradle of the modern Punjabi civilization under Maharaja Ranjit Singh, Lahore 
has fired the imagination of artists for centuries, inspiring global literature and thought, 
from Milton’s Paradise Lost to Kipling’s Kim to Massenet’s Opera Le Roi de Lahore to 
John Masters’ Bhowani Junction. The Lahore Literary Festival celebrates this history 
and features writers, thinkers, artists from home and abroad each year to reclaim and 
burnish the city’s living legacy as a place of civilized discourse and creative endeavor. 
LLF has been embraced by its resilient host city. It has had the honor of bringing La-
hore’s, and Pakistan’s, incredible range and reservoir of contemporary artistic, cultural, 
and literary talent to national and international attention, sparking conversations and 
discovery. LLF has served to shed new light on important and sometimes-contentious 
topics of the day through the prism of literature and the arts. For four years now, we’ve 
had the privilege of bringing some of the most creative and insightful voices in the world 
to Pakistan’s cultural capital to engage with our writers, artists and audiences. We are 
delighted to welcome you to the first edition of LLF abroad, co-presented with Asia So-
ciety, and to bring some of Pakistan’s finest to New York, the creative capital of the U.S.

“
Razi Ahmed
Founder and CEO,
Lahore Literary Festival



Asia Society, founded in 1956 by John D. Rockefeller III, is 
a nonpartisan and nonprofit educational organization that 
aims at fostering understanding and partnerships between 
Asian and American people and institutions. LLF in New 
York is part of Asia Society’s Creative Voices of Muslim 
Asia initiative, which uses the arts as a springboard to 
understand the diversity of Islam as a creative inspiration.

Credits for LLF in NYC: Rachel Cooper, Eric DeArmon, 
Rachel Rosado, Sahar Said, and Boon Hui Tan

14 /  MAY 7-8, 2016

as
ia

 s
o

ci
et

y



The Asia Society believes in a global and diverse approach to understanding contempo-
rary society by examining the questions that shape and inspire us through dialogue and 
exchange in a range of fields and domains. This view is shared with our colleagues from 
the Lahore Literary Festival and has resulted in a partnership to present myriad voices 
and perspectives on Pakistan here in New York. Our goal is to present a three-dimen-
sional Pakistan in a rich exploration that spans arts, culture, policy, and education. We 
share a philosophy that ‘cultural literacy’ is a crucial component of global understanding 
and civic society. This literary festival is not only about the written word on a page, 
but the exchange of ideas and the deep listening it entails. It is the integration of these 
ideas to form a deeper understanding of the country and its culture. Cultural literary is 
interdisciplinary at heart: How do we read a painting? How do we absorb the meaning 
of Sufi poem through music? How can policymakers understand a country from myriad 
perspectives? It is just this kind of gathering based in international dialogue and respect 
that allows for a deeper understanding of the ever-changing realities of the world in 
which we live. We are indebted to Razi Ahmed and the Lahore Literary Festival team for 
their vision and collaborative spirit.
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Rachel Cooper
Director of Global Performing Arts and  
Special Cultural Initiatives, Asia Society
“
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Support for LLF in New York  
has been provided by 

Shaukat Aziz
Dr. Azra Raza
Saira and Iqbal Z. Ahmed
Sadia and Osman Waheed
Nighat and Syed Yawar Ali
Razak Dawood
Nasreen Kasuri
Farrokh Captain
Maniza Naqvi
Spenta Kandawalla
Sujatha and Kashif Zafar

LLF in New York Patrons

Amb. Maleeha Lodhi
Aneela and Dr. Salman Shah
Tehmina Durrani 
Nusrat and Jalil Jamil
Marina and Qazi Shaukat Fareed
Hameed Haroon
Asma and Ali Agha
Nonie and Ali Ahsan
Saniya Syed Mehdi





@lhrlitfest | #LLFNYC2016 lahorelitfest.com


