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Dear Reader, 

 

Welcome to the Winter 2010 edition of the Asia Society India Centre quarterly newsletter. As 

Asia Society offices worldwide continue to stay ahead of developments and trends across Asia 

and the United States, we hope this newsletter is useful for our members to be informed 

about our key activities. 

 

For the past four months, Asia Society has developed relevant and timely programmes 

addressing topics from across fields, including a breakfast meeting with H.E. Makhdoom Shah 

Mahmood Qureshi, Foreign Minister of Pakistan, the first major New York exhibition of the 

Japanese artist, Yoshitomo Nara, and a discussion on sustaining growth after the financial 

crisis with Jong-Wha Lee, Chief Economist of the Asian Development Bank.  

 

In addition to our programmes, we have featured website articles discussing current affairs, 

such as India’s response to recent Pakistan floods, the Allahabad High Court verdict on the 

disputed Babri Masjid/Ram Janmabhoomi site, and the efforts to celebrate a greener Ganesh 

Chaturti this year. Our blog, re:ASIA ( http://asiasociety.org/blog/re-asia) follows news from 

across the continent, keeping you up-to-date on both major developments and news on the 

lighter side.  

 

The Asia Society’s Events Calendar (http://www.asiasociety.org/events-calendar) will 
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Upcoming Events  
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26 October 

Diplomatic Briefing Series with 

Australian High Commissioner, 

Peter Varghese, Pavilion Room, 

Four Seasons Hotel, Mumbai 

 

12 November 

Impacts of the Pakistan Floods, CCI 

Club, Mumbai 

 

18 November 

Book Release- “Lahore: Painting, 

Murals and Calligraphy, IIC, New 

Delhi 

 

18 November 

INDOVATIONS: A Platform for 

Indian Innovations, Rendezvous 

Room, Taj Mahal Hotel, Mumbai 

 

6 December 

Centre for Work Life Policy Summit, 

Rendezvous Room, Taj Mahal Hotel 

Mumbai 
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continue to keep you informed about our upcoming events, and you can also stay in touch 

with us through Asia Society India Centre’s Facebook page 

(http://www.facebook.com/AsiaSocietyIndiaCentre). Our website 

(www.asiasociety.org/centers/india) will also give you highlights from some of our past 

events. 

This quarter, Asia Society mourned the passing of Philips Talbot, our former President, and a 

groundbreaking observer of Asian affairs. Ambassador Talbot died on October 1 at the age of 

95 after a long and accomplished diplomatic career. He served as US Assistant Secretary of 

State for Near Eastern and South Asian Affairs and as the US Ambassador to Greece. 

Ambassador Talbot’s relationship with India began in 1939, when he came here as a student. 

Later, for his contributions to improving relations between India and the US, India awarded 

his the Padma Shri award. He served as President of Asia Society from 1970 to 1981. 

 

As a membership-based organization, Asia Society looks to the contributions of its supporters 

to sustain quality programming. Please see our membership form for information on how to 

become a member, and feel free to contact us with any questions: 

http://www.asiasociety.org/support/membership/india.  

 

Our next newsletter will reach you in January 2011. Until then, we look forward to your 

feedback, and to welcoming you at one of our upcoming programmes. 

 

Bunty Chand  

Executive Director 

Asia Society India Centre 

 

InspirED: A Conference on Innovation in EducationInspirED: A Conference on Innovation in EducationInspirED: A Conference on Innovation in EducationInspirED: A Conference on Innovation in Education        
 

From August 27-29, 2010 over 400 educators 

from across the country gathered to participate 

in India’s only education conference based on 

innovation in education, InspirED. The 

conference was hosted by Asia Society India 

Centre, Teach for India, Akanksha Foundation 

and the American School of Bombay.  

 

Educators represented a diverse range of schools from low-income government schools to 

elite private schools. The conference included 36 workshops, several presentations on 

education in India, a spotlight on innovative schools, a panel on the potential of youth 

movements to impact education, and a panel on implementing the Right to Education 

legislation.  

Many distinguished individuals from the education sector participated in the conference. 

These included Ashish Kumar Singh, Additional Municipal Commissioner of the MCGM; 

Sridhar Rajagopalan, Managing Director of Educational Initiatives; Swati Sahni, Senior 

Consultant to India's Ministry of Human Resource Development; Karan Khemka, Head of The 

Parthenon Group’s Asia Office and International Education Center of Excellence; and Ramya 

Venkataraman, Associate Partner Leading Education Practice in India for McKinsey and 

Company.  

The conference was sponsored by the Parthenon Group, the National Stock Exchange, 

American School of Bombay, Goldman Sachs, Crossword Bookstore, American Center and 

Whistling Woods. 
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Amit Kaushik was one of the education experts who joined us at InspirED. He participated in 

the InspirED panel discussion on the Right to Education (RTE) legislation recently passed by 

the Indian government. Amit Kaushik served as the Director of Elementary Education in the 

Indian Ministry of Human Resource Development. After this, he worked in the private sector 

as Director of the Sri Ram Foundation, and later as the CEO of Shri Educare, an education 

services provider. He is currently the COO of the Pratham Education Foundation.  

 

He shared his views on the RTE legislation with Asia Society India Centre: 

 

InspirED focused on innovation in the 

classroom. How do you think innovative 

methods can be used to overcome some of 

the roadblocks of the RTE legislation? 

I believe that innovation will be key to the 

successful implementation of the Act, which 

sets very ambitious goals for the country.  All 

stakeholders, teachers, parents, policy 

makers—will need to be innovative in finding solutions to the obstacles that we are likely to 

face.  We will need out of the box thinking in several areas, not least in pedagogy, content 

and training. 

 

The RTE’s ideals are strong, but, as was pointed out in the panel, methods of 

implementation remain elusive. What do you think is the first thing that needs to be done 

to ensure that the act’s successful implementation is within reach? 

Create far greater awareness among stakeholders than currently exists about the Act, its 

features and its implications.  Make people aware that their children have a right to 

education, and that the government is duty bound to provide it. 

 

Pratham has significant experience and a broad reach in the field of Indian education. How 

do you plan to use your knowledge and networks to help educators adapt and conform to 

the RTE?   

We currently work in 21 States in India, although not always on a State-wide basis.  Our plan 

is to engage with communities, parents, teachers and other stakeholders through our work, 

and to facilitate creation of greater awareness about some of the issues around the Act. 

 

Did any comments or responses by the educators or your fellow-panelists stand out or 

surprise you? 

I think the exhortation to all to read the Act was an important message; even well educated 

and otherwise informed people are sometimes not aware of the provisions of the Act, and I 

feel it is important for them, particularly those who are in the education sector, to 

understand what it says. 

 

Dr. Lawrence Summers on India and the Global EconomyDr. Lawrence Summers on India and the Global EconomyDr. Lawrence Summers on India and the Global EconomyDr. Lawrence Summers on India and the Global Economy    

This October, Director of the White House National Economic Council, Lawrence Summers, 

joined the Asia Society India Centre for a programme along with the US Consulate in 

Mumbai, supported by Kotak. 

Speaking on Indian and the Global Economy, Dr. Summers shared his thoughts on how India’s 

economy may grow, the challenges it would face, and the potential for cooperation between 

India and the US in areas such as clean energy. He acknowledged changing world dynamics 
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If you would like to react, offer 

suggestions, or comment on any of 

the content you’ve read in this 

newsletter, we would be happy to 

hear from you. Please write to 

asiasociety@asiasociety.org.in. We 

look forward to your active 

participation in the Asia Society 

India Centre community. 
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and contemplated the emergence of a “Mumbai Consensus,” which constitutes a “people-

centered emphasis on growing levels of consumptions and a widening middle class.” 

His optimistic account highlighted the extensive 

common ground that India and the US have, on 

which a sustainable and positive relationship can 

thrive. His remarks set the stage for President 

Obama’s upcoming visit to India in November, 

while also reminding us that ties between countries 

are not strengthened just by interactions between 

governments. Instead, relationships are also 

sustained by interactions between people from 

different countries in their everyday lives. 

Read his full speech here: http://asiasociety.org/business-economics/economic-trends/india-

and-global-economy  

 

Never an Empty Bowl: Launch of Food Security Task Force ReportNever an Empty Bowl: Launch of Food Security Task Force ReportNever an Empty Bowl: Launch of Food Security Task Force ReportNever an Empty Bowl: Launch of Food Security Task Force Report    

Food security in Asia is currently facing serious 

problems—more than half a billion inhabitants of 

the region go hungry each day. The future seems 

even more daunting—population growth, 

dwindling land and water resources for 

agriculture, and the huge uncertainties from 

climate change present scientists and 

policymakers with additional challenges. 

 

To address this important issue, the Asia Society launched the Asia Society / International 

Rice Research Institute (IRRI) Task Force Report on Food Security this September. The report, 

titled Never an Empty Bowl: Sustaining Food Security in Asia, examines the multiple factors 

contributing to Asia’s growing food insecurity and lays out a strategy for the future that 

emphasizes the critical importance of rice as a source of nutrition, livelihoods, and 

environmental sustainability. 

 

Asia Society India Centre will be supplementing this with a high-level panel on the interface 

between industry and agriculture this November, during which the task force report will be 

launched in India. The programme will be a part of the OP Jindal Memorial Lecture Series, 

presented by the JSW Foundation in collaboration with Asia Society India Centre. 

 

The Co-Chair of the Task Force Report, Professor M.S. Swaminthan, a leading international 

figure on food security and Member of Parliament (Rajya Sabha), will launch the report, and 

he will be joined in conversation with Dr. Achim Dobermann, Deputy Director General for 

Research at IRRI, and Pramit Pal Chaudhuri, Foreign Editor of the Hindustan Times. 

 

For more information and to read the full report, visit www.asiasociety.org/FoodSecurity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Asia 21 Asia 21 Asia 21 Asia 21     

Dr. Satchit Balsari on Disaster Management  

The Asia Society India Centre supports over 80 Asia 21 Fellows with varied backgrounds in 

areas such as environment, film, business, health, and education. This space will feature a 

different Asia 21 India Fellow in each edition and highlight their organisations, initiatives, 

and projects. To learn more about Asia 21 visit www.asiasociety.org/asia21. This quarter, we 

turn to Dr. Satchit Balsari, who has been a key figure in the development of emergency 

healthcare and disaster management. 

 

Dr. Balsari is an emergency physician at New York-Presbyterian 

Hospital, and Fellow at the Harvard Humanitarian Initiative (HHI). 

His work is focused on the development of pre-hospital care, 

emergency medicine and the application of information technology 

to promote citizen-driven disaster mitigation and response. He 

oversees two multi-institutional web-based public health 

applications: projects mumbaiVOICES.com and EMcounter.com. 

Seventeen days before the November 2008 terror strikes in 

Mumbai, he co-organized Mumbai's first inter-agency disaster drill 

focused on medical response (mumbaiEMEX.org). He also served as a consultant to the 

American Red Cross after Hurricane Katrina. 

 

Dr. Balsari is an avid child rights advocate. He has investigated the issue of child labour in the 

embroidery industry in Mumbai and worked in rehabilitation programmes for children 

affected by natural and humanitarian crises. He now divides his time between the US and 

India, where he serves on the managing committee of the Times Centre for Disaster 

Management at Mumbai University, and as guest editor for SouthAsiaDisasters.net. Satchit 

received his training at Mumbai's Grant Medical College, and at Harvard, Columbia and 

Cornell Universities.  
 

Book CornerBook CornerBook CornerBook Corner        

From this issue forward, we will feature two books in every edition of our newsletter that we 

believe would be of interest to our members. We will feature both new releases as well as 

older books of relevance today, which engage themes relating to Asian countries. 

 

Churchill’s Secret War: The British Empire and the Ravaging of India during World War Two 

 

Written by Madhusree Mukherjee, this book studies the leadership 

of Winston Churchill, who served as Prime Minister of the United 

Kingdom during World War Two. While Churchill has received much 

praise for many of his policies, such as opposing the oppression of 

Nazi Germans, Mukherjee reminds us of the importance of 

examining historical events through multiple lenses and making 

connections between local and international events to better 

understand history. 

 

The book examines the 1943 famine in Bengal, during which millions 

of Indians died. Mukherjee charges British policy with the responsibility for this and other 

famines. As a deliberate political decision, Churchill chose to neglect the people of Bengal 

and obstruct others who tried to help them. Connecting events like the Bengal famine with 

global affairs such as the Second World War and developments in India’s own freedom 

struggle, Mukherjee provides a new dimension to this period in Indian history. 



 

The New Silk Road: How A Rising Arab World Is Turning Away From The West And 

Rediscovering China 

 

This book, written by the Chief China Economist at the Royal Bank 

of Scotland, Ben Simpfendorfer, examines the historic Silk Road 

and its impact on China, the Arab world, and beyond. 

 

After connecting China and the Arab world for the past 2,000 

years, the Silk Road is now being reinforced by stronger trade and 

economic cooperation on both sides. As China and the Arab world 

have been rising together, the Arab world has turned to China 

rather the West to forge deeper ties with. This dynamic reveals 

much about the nature of growth in these regions and the 

changing position of the West in development. In fact, 

understanding the mutual interests of the Arabs and the Chinese 

also helps to frame a glimpse into the future by recognizing and decoding what is happening 

now. 

 

This August, Simpendorfer joined the Asia Society centre in Hong Kong for a luncheon 

presentation to discuss his book’s insights on the reasons behind this significant decision by 

the Arab world and the implications this has for global development. 

 

Charles Wallace India Trust: Call for ApplicationsCharles Wallace India Trust: Call for ApplicationsCharles Wallace India Trust: Call for ApplicationsCharles Wallace India Trust: Call for Applications    

  

  

For more information on other scholarships to UK, please visit www.britishcouncil.org/india-

scholarships. 
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