
Lands, Borders and People: Asia Society India’s Series on 
Migration, Displacement and Refugees in South Asia, 2023 

Introductory Remarks 

Forced migra,on and refugee crises are not new phenomena, especially in South Asia, which 

has witnessed several moments of conflict and exile over the years.  One of the biggest mass 

migra,ons in the world was the Par,,on of India and Pakistan in 1947. In recent years however, 

global focus on this issue has intensified, as the United Na,ons High Commissioner for Refugees 

(UNHCR) reported that by the end of 2019, there were 79.5 million forcibly displaced people 

worldwide -- the highest number ever recorded. As these numbers con,nue to grow, migra,on 

and displacement remains an interna,onal concern. South Asia alone hosted nearly 3.6 million 

refugees and asylum seekers in 2022, 58% of which were Internally Displaced People (IDPs). 

Migra,on and displacement are a complex problem, causing a variety of fundamental 

altera,ons to the quality of life that displaced popula,ons experience: from losses of livelihood, 

healthcare, and food security to erosion of human rights and statehood and limited access to 

safety and social acceptance.  

In order to discuss the extent of this issue and raise awareness, Asia Society India Centre, in 

collabora,on with The Azadi Project, organized a four-part series ,tled Lands, Borders and 
People: Mobility, Displacement and Refugees in South Asia, in June-July 2023. Over four 
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sessions, the series brought together first-person voices, academics, professionals, and 

advocates from various fields – policy, advocacy, journalism, and academia – to share their 

thoughts and perspec,ves in an open discussion. Each session focused on a specific sub-topic:  

interna,onal law and the poli,cs of displacement; climate-induced migra,on; the role of host 

na,ons; and media narra,ves on displacement. The series was made possible with the support 

of The Chaberjee Group, which through its corporate social responsibility ac,vi,es looks at 

educa,on as a key focus area. 

Public policy provides a framework for ac,on, advocacy amplifies marginalized voices, 

journalism disseminates informa,on, and academia offers research-based perspec,ves. With 

this series, our aim was to create a plaform where experts from all these sectors could come 

together to exchange ideas, challenge exis,ng convic,ons, and explore poten,al solu,ons. By 

facilita,ng cross-disciplinary dialogue, we aimed at unpacking the challenges of a migra,on 

crisis, and encouraging effec,ve strategies and solu,ons. 

The Audience 

The series raised interest among a wide spectrum of par,cipants spanning various backgrounds 

and interests, highligh,ng its far-reaching relevance. Audience members engaged ac,vely with 

panelists, ensuring an engaging discussion touching upon various points of view on the issue at 

hand. 

The ini,a,ve also transcended borders, bringing together individuals from around the world. 

This diversity in par,cipa,on highlighted the ini,a,ve's aim to establish a plaform for an open 

and well-rounded discussion. 
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Foreword 

This year (2023) has seen heart-wrenching tragedies. Two boats carrying over 300 refugees sank 

in the Aegean Sea and the Bay of Bengal. At least 1200 refugees, asylum seekers, and migrants 

are stranded in the militarized zone between Tunisia and Libya and over a million have fled 

Sudan ajer the armed conflict began in the region in April 2023. 

These tragedies are a reminder of the shared responsibility the world has towards people 

desperately seeking refuge from persecu,on.  Globally, there are 35.3 million refugees, asylum 

seekers, and migrants (2022, UNHCR); a harsh reminder of the human toll exacted by the 

unyielding force of geopoli,cs, conflict, and environmental disasters. While the world grapples 

with these daun,ng numbers and the immediate crises; the future predic,ons give us lible 

hope. Over one billion people are under threat of being displaced by 2050.

In the face of this, the need to understand the intricacies of displacement and migra,on 

becomes paramount. This need manifested itself through ‘Lands, Borders, and People’ (LBP), an 

ini,a,ve by the Asia Society India Centre, developed in collabora,on with The Azadi Project. 

The series cul,vated a space where the various facets of displacement and migra,on were 

explored from diverse vantage points. Academics, journalists, philanthropists, and those 

displaced themselves shared space and conversa,ons narra,ng their stories of resilience, 

compassion, and finding solu,ons for a way forward.  

Lands, Borders and People focused on South Asia, where the complexi,es of displacement 

intertwine with cultural, geopoli,cal, and environmental dynamics unique to this region. It cast 

a spotlight on the nearly 250,000 refugees and asylum-seekers living in India, who come from 

Afghanistan, Myanmar, Tibet, Sri Lanka, and countries in Africa; the challenges they face in 

integra,ng with host communi,es and in accessing basic services. In my years of researching 

and wri,ng about migra,on and refugees, I have no,ced that when it comes to migra,on and 

asylum seekers, South Asia is ojen missing from the global discussion. But this region, 

especially when looked at through the prism of conflict, climate, and migra,on, is extremely 

significant on a global level. It is the most populous region in the world and has one-fourth of 

the global popula,on. It is also a region that has unfortunately been rocked by conflict 

repeatedly and has the world’s top climate displacement hotspots, all of this leading to mass-

scale movement of people across borders.

As the chair for this series, I had the opportunity to engage and learn from speakers and experts 

across South Asia. The first chapter ques,oned if the countries in the subcon,nent are prepared 

to handle displacement and migra,on in a manner that upholds people’s rights. What legal 

frameworks are in place? Do the poli,cs of the region, ethno-na,onalism or an,-minority 

policies, affect the way countries receive and treat asylum-seekers? Chapter two deep-dived 
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into climate-induced migra,on and displacement. The discussion couldn’t have been more 

relevant and ,mely as it was held as cyclone Biparjoy wreaked havoc in the region, temporarily 

displacing more than 180,000 people in the Indian state of Gujarat and Pakistan's neighboring 

Sindh province. The speakers who joined from different South Asian countries spoke about the 

need for local governments to work on adap,ve and mi,ga,ve approaches. They also stressed 

on interna,onal and regional collabora,on to raise awareness about climate change-induced 

displacement and work on solu,ons-based policy-making and journalism.  

Chapter three looked at changing the nega,ve narra,ve around refugees by highligh,ng the 

role that host na,ons can play in doing so. At a ,me when human capital is considered one of 

the biggest resources, should refugees be seen as an asset or liability by host na,ons? Should 

host na,on policies facilitate the integra,on of refugees in a way that can turn refugees from an 

added cost to the na,on to an asset that is beneficial to the economy of the country? An 

engaged panel and an equally engaged audience deliberated on these cri,cal ques,ons.  

The last chapter of the series focused on media narra,ves on displacement, which is something 

I feel most passionately about. Human stories and the language we use is cri,cal to ensure not 

just an empathe,c public response but also responsible poli,cal and civil society engagement. 

Speakers and audience debated whether the media’s role is not secondary but in fact primary in 

determining a social and policy response to migrants and refugees.  

Lands, Borders, and People is not merely an intellectual pursuit, but a call to ac,on. It is a 

response to the plea of the displaced. It confronts every viewer, listener and reader with the 

vital ques,on of how we, as global ci,zens, can respond to the displaced and dispossessed. The 

Azadi Project stands as a testament to this ethos, working hand-in-hand with those who are 

driven from their homes. Collabora,ng with Asia Society, whose mission is to cul,vate a 

nuanced understanding of modern South Asia, has been an honor. We believe that a shared and 

collabora,ve approach to addressing challenges and finding solu,ons together is the only way 

forward. As rightly pointed out by one of our speakers Professor Aqdas Afzal, “We want to work 

together…governments will come and go; we need people-to-people contact.” 

Priyali Sur 

Founder and ExecuIve Director 

The Azadi Project 
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Chapter 1: InternaIonal Law and PoliIcs of Displacement 

The inaugural session of the series examined the history of migra,on and displacement around 

the world. It analyzed the legal, policy-based and diploma,c issues involved in refugee 

protec,on. This analysis was explored within the contexts of the history and poli,cs of present-

day South Asia as the panel discussed the values and limita,ons of exis,ng global frameworks 

pertaining to the region.   

Jay Ramasubramanyam, an Assistant Professor (Teaching) in the Law & Society Program at York 

University, Toronto, provided a historical overview, highligh,ng India's role as a refuge for 

displaced individuals. He began by discussing the formula,on of the UN Conven,on on 

Refugees in 1951. India and Pakistan, specifically, had voiced concerns about the defini,on of a 

‘refugee,’ advoca,ng for a broader interpreta,on of the term, interna,onally. However, their 

efforts to expand the scope of the defini,on to encompass those displaced by events like the 

Par,,on of India were not successful. This ul,mately led to a disillusionment with the 

Conven,on and its vision. Jay brought aben,on to the post-Par,,on migra,on effects in South 

Asia that ojen escapes interna,onal aben,on. Addi,onally, Jay also touched upon the UN High 

Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) and how it depends on member states to uphold the values 

and laws of the refugee conven,on. Due to this dependence, he also noted that the UNHCR is 

ojen weary of going against or overruling the jurisdic,on of the state to help vulnerable 

communi,es. He added that this has led to a significant number of lapses and inconsistencies in 

the way refugee crises are addressed. Further, Jay commented on the lack of accountability due 

to blurred mandates and power dynamics between states.  

Ujjaini Chaberji, a lawyer based in New Delhi working extensively on human rights and refugee 

protec,on for the women and children of the Rohingya Refugee community in India and 

Bangladesh as part of the Lawyers Collec,ve, expanded on India's approach to refugee 

protec,on. Although India is not a signatory to the 1951 United Na,ons Conven,on on 

Refugees, India adheres to other relevant conven,ons, like the Interna,onal Covenant on Civil 

and Poli,cal Rights (ICCPR) and the Conven,on on the Elimina,on of All Forms of Discrimina,on 

Against Women (CEDAW). These offer provisions such as safeguarding the rights and well-being 

of asylum seekers and displaced individuals. It also ensures that they are not subjected to 

persecu,on or pushed back to dangerous situa,ons. 

Ali Johar, a Rohingya refugee human rights defender and statelessness ac,vist, highlighted the 

Eurocentric nature of interna,onal refugee conven,ons. Most South Asian countries are not 

signatories or party to this conven,on, providing cause for concern over the protec,on of 

refugees. He noted that many South Asian na,ons cite this eurocentrism as a reason for their 

non-membership, jus,fying their inadequate refugee protec,on. Ali further men,oned, that 
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despite not having signed the 1951 conven,on or 1967 protocol, India is viewed as a safe haven 

for refugees, given its place on the execu,ve commibee of the UNHCR. He further delved into 

the lack of an effec,ve refugee policy in South Asia and its effects, par,cularly in legal contexts. 

Ali expressed his concerns on the limited accountability on protec,on and access to legal aid – 

given the non-obligatory nature of the refugee conven,on in India. 

“Though South Asian countries except Afghanistan did not sign 

the Refugee Conven,on, it is the regional phenomena of 

referring to this conven,on that is stopping refugees from 

receiving their deserved protec,on and dignity.”  

- Ali Johar 

 

The panel focused on the connec,ons between historical legacies, interna,onal legal 

frameworks, and their real-world implica,ons for displaced popula,ons. It brought aben,on to 

the presence of protec,ve laws and agreements globally, but also the gap in their 

implementa,on. One key issue is the UN refugee cards that fails to prevent deten,on. While 

these cards are intended to serve the purpose of iden,fica,on and recogni,on for refugee 

popula,ons, these cards ojen pose challenges in legal process that helps prevent deten,on due 

to their slow processing ,me. Refugees possessing these UN cards struggle to access rights due 

to complicated and strenuous protocols, ini,ally designed to ensure responsible ac,on. This 

brought up the ques,on of the efficiency and validity of such cards and whether a more 

effec,ve system is required to ensure the safety and rights of refugees.   

 

“Ins,tu,ons such as the UNHCR are s,ll heavily dependent on 

states to be able to do their work effec,vely... what happens 

many ,mes unfortunately is they tend to act according to the 

whims of massive states.”  

- Jay Ramasubramanyam 
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Panel RecommendaIons: 

• Amending state policies and crea,ng laws to ensure fair and humane treatment of 

refugees, accoun,ng for their righful protec,on, and verifying/providing documenta,on 

to iden,fy individuals and their reason for migra,on 

• Ensuring and promo,ng community support and societal integra,on to provide refugees 

with an opportunity to restart their lives  

• Crea,ng frameworks to maintain ins,tu,onal and state accountability in providing 

access to poli,cal and legal protec,on 

• Strategically developing legal interven,ons and systems to protect refugee iden,ty and 

des,gma,zing refugee status, while also working towards integra,ons programs to 

ensure refugee are not sent back to unsafe and conflict-ridden zones 

Listed below are readings and research conducted by the panelists on the values and limita,ons 

of the above men,oned legal frameworks and their implementa,on. 

• Ramasubramanyam, Jay. 2023. Refugee protec,on in India and the country’s 

rela,onship to the global refugee regime, Bundeszentrale für poli,sche Bildung (The 

Federal Agency for Civic Educa,on of Germany). 

hbps://www.bpb.de/themen/migra,on-integra,on/laenderprofile/english-version-

country-profiles/518000/refugee-protec,on-in-india-and-the-country-s-rela,onship-to-

the-global-refugee-regime/   

• Jay Ramasubramanyam, ‘Regional Refugee Regimes: South Asia’, in Cathryn Costello, 

Michelle Foster, and Jane McAdam (eds.), The Oxford Handbook of Interna,onal 

Refugee Law (Oxford University Press, 2021). 

• Chaberji, Ujjaini. “Field Notes- Rohingya's Made to Believe They Are Sub-Human.” 

October 19, 2022.  

hbps://ar,cle-14.stck.me/post/46467/Field-Notes-Rohingyas-Made-To-Believe-They-

Are-Sub-Human  
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Chapter 2: Climate-Induced MigraIon 

This chapter explored migra,on driven by climate change, with a focus on the South Asian 

context. The session was directed around the challenges of recognizing climate-induced 

displacement within interna,onal frameworks and poli,cal dynamics. 

Dr. Aqdas Afzal, Assistant Professor of Social Development and Policy at Habib University, 

Pakistan, highlighted the absence of long-term planning and effec,ve local governance in 

Pakistan's response to climate-related struggles. He emphasized the need for accountable and 

proac,ve local governments to deal with climate catastrophes. He also spoke of the limita,ons 

of the bureaucra,c framework inherited from the colonial era, which was originally designed for 

maintaining law and order. He explained that this colonial era framework lacked the flexibility to 

address convoluted problems such as climate change. 

“The government here has been completely occupied with 

Pakistan’s poly-crises … so governments here are not focused 

on the long term and are mainly reac,ve.”  

- Aqdas Afzal 

 

Sanjay Vashist, Director of Climate Ac,on Network South Asia, emphasized the importance of 

forums like the G20. He spoke about the role of these forums in working towards financing tools 

to address climate-induced loss, par,cularly in South Asia. By indica,ng that interna,onal law 

only outlined migra,on as a consequence of conflict, Sanjay explained the need to also explicitly 

outline climate induced migra,on, given that majority of global migra,on is caused due to 

environmental degrada,on. He highlighted the value of regional coopera,on and data exchange 

for informed decision-making, and emphasized the recogni,on of climate refugees at a global 

level. He added that this would subsequently increase government aben,on at a regional and 

local level. 

Stella Paul, Environment and Health Project Officer at Earth Journalism Network, emphasized 

media engagement and capacity building for accurate coverage of migra,on issues. She stressed 

the necessity for journalists to be well-versed with climate change and migra,on. Drawing from 

her experience as a climate refugee, Stella highlighted the challenges that come with the lack of 

early warning systems and effec,ve local governance. Born into a community trapped between 

transboundary rivers, she vividly remembers the harrowing monsoons that forced families from 
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their homes. To further Sanjay Vashist’s point on the need for climate financing, the argument 

of taxing developed countries for their role in causing an escala,on of the climate crisis was 

brought up. Addi,onally, the panel discussed sewng up local strategies to ensure emergency 

responses to climate disasters.  

Dr Aqdas Afsal also spoke about how countries from the global south must also be granted 

concessions on interna,onal debt through organiza,ons such as the IMF. Countries including Sri 

Lanka, Bangladesh and Pakistan struggle to accumulate funds to invest in public building and 

infrastructure, as they default on payments. Stella added to this by talking about her own 

experiences of growing up in a flood-prone area with weak infrastructure. She cited her 

experience it to be her mo,va,on behind her commitment to fostering awareness about 

migra,on issues through accurate media coverage and advocacy.  

Stella further emphasized the need for capacity building and informa,on exchanges among the 

media, inform them of stories that require interna,onal and poli,cal aben,on. By engaging in 

capacity building ac,vi,es, journalists would be more aware, beber prepared and beber 

equipped to cover stories that are ojen overlooked or neglected. This would also foster a more 

inclusive, free, and collabora,ve media space, enabling journalists to go beyond poli,cal 

challenges and restric,ons to share stories from around the world.  

“The lack of capacity includes not only knowledge capacity, but 

also financial capacity, logis,cal capacity, technical capacity and 

when that is not sufficient enough, what happens is that the 

story is only half told.” - Stella Paul 
 

The panel addressed the impact of the climate crisis on vulnerable popula,ons faced with, or 

forced into, displacement, given the lack of recogni,on of climate-induced migra,on around the 

world. Having understood the need for beber infrastructure and disaster preparedness policies 

as recommended by the panel, it is impera,ve to beber understand the causes and effects of 

climate induced migra,on and what can be done to reduce it.  

Panel RecommendaIons: 

• Empowering and involving local communi,es in decision making processes  

• Establishing resilient responsive ac,on to climate disasters and subsequently climate 

induced migra,on 
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• Effec,ve involvement of the media to cover and share stories and garner the right 

aben,on 

• Enhancing the role of the interna,onal community in helping South Asian countries 

secure financing and resources for the people 

• Crea,on of a special visa category for climate journalists to foster cross-border repor,ng 

• Explicitly integra,ng climate-induced displacement into global poli,cal discussions and 

frameworks 

• Improving regional collabora,on in in policy making, journalism and disaster 

management for efficiency and preven,on of climate catastrophes  

 

To further explore climate-induced migra,on and necessary policy changes required to beber 

respond to climate catastrophes, here  is a list of readings.  

• Jolly, Stellina, Nafees Ahmad, Stellina Jolly, and Nafees Ahmad. "Conceptualizing the 

climate change migra,on in South Asia." Climate Refugees in South Asia: Protec@on 
Under Interna@onal Legal Standards and State Prac@ces in South Asia (2019): 15-45.  

hbps://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-981-13-3137-4_2  

• Byravan, Sujatha, and Sudhir Chella Rajan. "The social impacts of climate change in 

South Asia." Journal of Migra@on and Refugee Issues, The 5, no. 3 (2009): 134-147. 

hbps://search.informit.org/doi/abs/10.3316/INFORMIT.345884827079987  

• Sarker, Md Nazirul Islam. "Livelihood Resilience of Climate-Induced Displaced People in 

South Asia: Implica,ons for Bangladesh." In Disaster, Displacement and Resilient 
Livelihoods: Perspec@ves from South Asia, pp. 81-98. Emerald Publishing Limited, 2023. 

hbps://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/978-1-80455-448-720231005/

full/html  
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Chapter 3: Role of Host NaIons 

This chapter brought aben,on to the role of host economies in accommoda,ng refugees. It 

examined the complexi,es of how host na,ons view incoming refugees, usually as a liability. 

The discussion placed emphasis adop,ng a more inclusive perspec,ve by viewing 

acknowledging the power of human capital and recognizing refugees as assets to an economy. 

This outlook could poten,ally shij refugees from being viewed as financial burdens to 

contributors to the host na,on's economy. 

“Refugees do not have to be helpless. If you empower them, 

and you skill them, and you accept them and treat them with 

dignity, they can be a catalyst for change in your country.”  

- Poongkothai Chandrahasan 

 

The discussion began by exploring the experiences of different refugee communi,es. 

Poongkothai Chandrahasan, Founder CEO of Serendip Be the Change Founda,on, emphasized 

the vitality of community support, ac,ve governmental par,cipa,on, and an openminded 

society to foster integra,on. Having worked extensively to ensure refugee integra,ons, as well 

as experiencing the challenges of migra,on first hand, Poongkothai shared her views on value of 

successful refugee integra,on and inclusion.  

Rubana Huq, Vice-chancellor of Asian University, Bangladesh, highlighted challenges stemming 

from an influx of refugees, resul,ng in strained resources socio-economic concerns. She further 

indicated how educa,on emerged as a founda,on for refugee empowerment. It became a tool 

to smoothen their integra,on into host na,ons. Access to educa,on further enables them to 

acquire linguis,c and professional skills to beber adapt to new surroundings, while 

acknowledging their own iden,,es. The provision of these essen,al services is a key mo,va,on 

for her work on making the academic sphere more inclusive for refugee children and students. 

With recommenda,ons from the panelists, the need for equipping refugees with the necessary 

skills, services and documenta,on was brought to light – indica,ng the role of host na,ons to 

be of significant impact of the rehabilita,on of refugees and displaced persons.  
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Panel RecommendaIons: 

In order to ensure complete and inclusive integra,on of refugees in host na,ons, the panel 

explored various sugges,ons and solu,ons that could be implemented, including:  

• Unobstructed access to quality educa,on to cul,vate skills crossing borders 

• Proac,ve engagement by certain regions in refugee integra,on through localized 

strategies rather than centralized systems 

• Skill development and proper documenta,on 

• The crea,on of a safe space by local authori,es, giving refugees the freedom to uphold 

and express their true iden,ty, without the fear of arbitrary arrests or discrimina,on 

Listed below are some addi,onal readings on refugee integra,on and rehabilita,on, to further 

explore the role of host na,ons and how they can work towards more inclusive and progressive 

change.  

• Khan, Fary, and Bhasker Amatya. "Refugee health and rehabilita,on: Challenges and 

response." Journal of rehabilita@on medicine 49, no. 5 (2017): 378-384.  

hbps://medicaljournalssweden.se/jrm/ar,cle/view/10393  

• Das, Samir Kumar. State response to the refugee crisis: relief and rehabilita@on in the 
East. New Delhi: Sage, 2003. hbps://www.google.co.in/books/edi,on/

Refugees_and_the_State/HbASXfmbZ3sC?

hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=south+asian+refugee+rehabilita,on&pg=PA106&printsec=frontcove

r#v=onepage&q=south%20asian%20refugee%20rehabilita,on&f=false  

• Chaberji, Joya. "‘Dispersal’ and the failure of rehabilita,on: refugee camp-dwellers and 

squabers in West Bengal." Modern Asian Studies 41, no. 5 (2007): 995-1032. hbps://

www.cambridge.org/core/journals/modern-asian-studies/ar,cle/abs/dispersal-and-the-

failure-of-rehabilita,on-refugee-campdwellers-and-squabers-in-west-bengal/

75FD0BC7CA002B415E5E806120107E81  
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Chapter 4: Media NarraIves on Displacement 

The final chapter addressed the media narra,ves surrounding migra,on and displacement. It 

focused on the rela,onship between media portrayals of refugee crises and public percep,on 

formed thereajer. The conversa,on stressed the need for journalism to transcend conven,onal 

boundaries and recognize migra,on as a mul,dimensional theme, requiring well-rounded 

repor,ng. 

Preethi Nallu, Global Director at Report for the World, highlighted the complexi,es of a 

migra,on crisis. She brought aben,on to the various factors like labor policies and climate 

change, that influence a mass exodus.  Preethi discussed the evolving seman,cs in shaping 

narra,ves on migra,on; ojen influenced by poli,cs. She further recognized how this narra,ve 

shaping is a phenomenon in all parts of the world. She shared an example of the Indian 

"migrant workers" during the pandemic, revealing how poli,cal dynamics can influence 

classifica,ons and the way in which stories are portrayed. She highlighted South Asia's diverse 

migra,ons, from rural-urban shijs to cross-border movements due to conflicts, climate, and 

economics. Preethi called for an intersec,onal approach, breaking down and reassessing how 

reports of migra,on crises are presented to the public. 

“What I want to focus on is the seman,cs and the poli,cs of 

how media shapes migra,on narra,ves across the globe and 

how its con,nuing to in different contexts over ,me.”  

- Preethi Nallu 

 

Sukhmani Khorana, Associate Professor at UNSW Sydney, emphasized complexi,es in the kind 

of vocabulary used by the media. She further discussed the interac,on between policies and 

media discourses. She talked about the challenges in countering nega,ve portrayals of refugees 

in conserva,ve media and introduced the concept of peace journalism. Drawing aben,on to 

meaning, she highlighted that a lack of clarity in vocabulary   influences the diverse 

interpreta,ons generated by the public.  Elabora,ng on the concept of peace journalism, she 

explained the need to go beyond focusing only on conflic,ng par,es, but also considering the 

prelude and ajermath of conflicts in a solu,on-based report. Addi,onally, she highlighted the 

importance of "intersec,onality," allowing for a more comprehensive and holis,c explora,on of 

the challenges faced by marginalized communi,es. 
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Pari Saikia, Human Rights Journalist, stressed the need for universal media ethics and 

responsible journalism. She emphasized dis,nc,ons between refugees, internally displaced 

people, and irregular migrants to promote sensi,vity and accurate repor,ng. This dis,nc,on 

would also help authori,es in determining what ac,on must be taken to address arising refugee 

cases with an individualis,c and efficient approach. Building trust with sources and transparent 

storytelling were highlighted as necessary prac,ces, encouraging empathe,c coverage. This has 

proven to help journalists tell stories that are respecful and accurate. She also said that being 

sensi,ve when talking about these issues is very important. Without sensi,vity, stories could be 

misunderstood and could lead to the spread of misinforma,on. 

The discussion revealed that media biases stemming from limited awareness of cultures can 

influence migra,on stories. Gaps in understanding ethnici,es in certain regions contributed to 

narra,ve distor,ons. The discussion called for enhanced media prac,,oner awareness to 

mi,gate these distor,ons. 

Given the prevalent presence of various plaforms to discuss global occurrences, the power of 

the media to shape narra,ves and public and poli,cal aben,on, can significantly support 

migrants and displaced individuals to receive necessary aid and quality of living. 

Panel RecommendaIons: 

• The adop,on of an intersec,onal lens for repor,ng on migra,on  

• Contextualizing stories within a broader spectrum of factors and avoiding a binary 

perspec,ve 

• Ethical considera,ons including respec,ng the confiden,ality and vulnerabili,es of 

marginalized sources while priori,zing the concept of "Informed consent" when 

engaging with marginalized subjects 

• Establishing guidelines for ethical, accurate migra,on repor,ng 

• Specialized repor,ng that acknowledges migra,on's nuances 

• collabora,ve journalism to ensure stories from around the world, especially the Global 

South are covered 

• Empowering displaced communi,es to share their narra,ves to garner the required 

interna,onal aben,on 
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Following are some readings to further understand migra,on, displacement, media coverage 

and public percep,on.  

• Robinson, Piers. "The CNN effect revisited." Cri@cal studies in media communica@on 22, 

no. 4 (2005): 344-349. hbps://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/

10.1080/07393180500288519  

• (2014) Khorana, Sukhmani. “From ‘De-wogged’ Migrants to ‘Rabble Rousers’: Mapping 

the Indian Diaspora in Australia’, Journal of Intercultural Studies Vol. 35 No. 3, pp. 

250-264. 

• Ullah, AKM Ahsan, and Dio,ma Chaboraj. "Dispossession and Displacement: The Crisis 

and Media Influence." In The Unheard Stories of the Rohingyas, pp. 63-106. Bristol 

University Press, 2023. hbps://bristoluniversitypressdigital.com/display/book/

9781529231373/ch004.xml  
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Key Learnings and Insights 

The Lands, Borders, and People series provided a myriad of insights on the mul,faceted nature 

of forced migra,on and displacement. Through in-depth discussions, real-world experiences, 

and interdisciplinary perspec,ves, the series presented several key learnings: 

Understanding Legal Frameworks and LimitaIons: The series highlighted that despite the 

existence of interna,onal laws and agreements to protect refugees, the challenge lies in 

bridging the gap between these legal frameworks and their prac,cal implementa,on. The 

panelists expressed concern over the inefficiency of interna,onal organiza,ons to adequately 

provide protec,on to refugees. The discussion also covered the various inter-state and state-

organiza,on power dynamics influencing rapid ac,on. The discussion highlighted the need for 

greater accountability among na,ons and organiza,ons responsible for safeguarding the rights 

and dignity of refugees. This insight revealed the importance of crea,ng mechanisms that 

ensure refugees receive fair and humane treatment. Further, the development of frameworks 

that incorporate the complexi,es of migra,on crises to exis,ng interna,onal law were advised.  

Importance of Regional CollaboraIon: A recurring theme throughout the series was the 

significance of regional collabora,on in addressing forced migra,on challenges. South Asia, with 

its shared experiences and interconnected challenges, highlighted the necessity of a 

collabora,ve and regional approach. Experts emphasized the need for South-South 

coopera,on, where countries facing similar challenges pool their efforts to build resilience, 

share best prac,ces, and work towards comprehensive solu,ons. This emphasized the collec,ve 

responsibility of na,ons to address migra,on issues beyond their borders. 

Media's Role in Shaping PercepIons: The role of media emerged as a cri,cal factor in shaping 

public percep,ons of migra,on and displacement. The series recognized that media narra,ves 

have a profound impact on how the public understands and engages with these issues. Ethical 

repor,ng that contextualizes stories was pointed out to be an essen,al prac,ce. The sessions 

also advocated for collabora,ve efforts between local and global media outlets to foster well-

rounded and balanced coverage, giving voice to marginalized and displaced communi,es.  

Community-Level Efforts for Refugees: A significant learning from the series was the pivotal 

role of community support in facilita,ng the integra,on of refugees. Case studies showcased 

the importance of strong community engagement, ac,ve governmental par,cipa,on, and 

societal open-mindedness in fostering refugee inclusion. Educa,on was iden,fied as a 

founda,onal tool for refugee empowerment, providing them with the skills necessary for 

economic integra,on and social integra,on. This insight emphasized the power of localized 

efforts in crea,ng meaningful change. 
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MulIdimensional Responses to Displacement: The series encapsulated the intricate nature of 

displacement by delving into the legal, economic, social, and cultural aspects. By recognizing 

refugees not solely as beneficiaries of aid but as poten,al contributors to host economies, 

socie,es can foster a more inclusive and equitable environment. The speakers further 

advocated for an increase in collabora,on between stakeholders to ensure the mi,ga,on of 

future refugee crises and work effec,vely to ensure that states provide the necessary aben,on 

to exis,ng cases of migra,on and displacement.  

Future ConversaIons and CollaboraIons 

As the series has brought aben,on to the complexi,es of this global phenomenon, it is crucial 

to maintain a forward-looking perspec,ve even ajer its conclusion. Sustaining our focus on 

specific areas is paramount, while also acknowledging that the series could not cover every 

aspect of such a vast topic. Migra,on is a deeply intricate challenge, and our journey to fully 

grasp it is ongoing. This entails ongoing considera,ons in line with the discussions we've had.  

• For instance, the gendered dynamics underlying conflict-induced displacement must be 

highlighted. It requires ac,ve and con,nued engagement with gender experts and 

advocates. The goal remains to comprehensively understand and address the unique 

vulnerabili,es experienced by women and marginalized groups during an exodus of any 

kind.  

• Equally important is the no,on of direct interac,on with refugees to capture their 

personal narra,ves. These insights, could significantly influence policy development and 

responses by priori,zing empathy and awareness. Parallelly, we recognize that it is 

essen,al to sustain our explora,on of economic resilience within vulnerable 

communi,es.  

•  Collabora,on between economists, development prac,,oners, and local leaders is 

necessary to forge innova,ve frameworks for sustainable livelihoods. This holis,c 

approach, intertwining livelihood genera,on and economic viability, must remain an 

ongoing endeavor.  

• Expanding our focus to encompass lesser-known conflicts within the South Asian context 

also demands ongoing aben,on. The collabora,ve effort between media en,,es and 

scholarly researchers can shed light on these concealed displacement scenarios. By 

doing so, we can maintain a steady momentum in enhancing both scholarly discourse 

and public understanding.  
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In the midst of the various difficul,es our world faces, this series has shown us the power of 

unity, understanding, and teamwork. The strong response to the series proved that there is 

poten,al for broader engagement. Governments, organiza,ons, ins,tu,ons, and individuals can 

all play a role in carrying forward these discussions and turning them into concrete ac,ons. The 

lessons we've learned and the connec,ons we've made can be the driving force for a safer and 

more empathe,c future. 

In closing, we extend a hearfelt invita,on for your ac,ve par,cipa,on in a collec,ve journey 

that goes beyond mere discourse. Let's transform these insights into ac,on, collaborate to 

bridge gaps, and channel our shared understanding into meaningful solu,ons. Your engagement 

plays a pivotal role in dissemina,ng knowledge and driving meaningful change. Follow this link 

to view the recording of the panels: hbps://shorturl.at/wyO19      

Recommended Readings 

As we con,nue our explora,on of the intricate landscapes of forced migra,on, displacement, 

and the global refugee crisis we recommend the following academic readings. These carefully 

curated works delve into the complexi,es of forced migra,on, offering insights and perspec,ves 

that contribute to a deeper understanding of the challenges faced by displaced individuals and 

communi,es. These recommended readings provide a gateway to a broader academic 

discourse, allowing us to con,nue our pursuit of knowledge, empathy, and meaningful ac,on in 

the realm of forced migra,on and displacement. 
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