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HSK Graded Readers http://www.yes-chinese.com/zh-cn/reading/list.do?type=2&level=GR-01&topic=
These books begin with very easy stories that even first graders can read and continue with as
they learn.

iChinese Readers https://ichinesereader.com
A widely used online reading platform for K-12 programs. It’s got both fiction and non-fiction
books. Many schools have subscriptions, so ask if yours does.

JoyReader http://www.chinasprout.com/shop/BSE563
JoyReader is a reading App designed for young students ages 3-12 who are studying Chinese
language. The App runs on both iPad, iPhone and all Android phones and tablets. It contains
over 2,000 Chinese and 500 English storybooks, more than 50 titles are added on a monthly
basis. The storybooks are also categorized into themes to support lessons that based on
thematic approach.

5QChannel http://www.5qchannel.com/2015/english.html
This website has great animated stories, available in both traditional and simplified characters.
They also make some nice apps that you can buy and put on your phone or tablet, so the kids
can read or watch them in the car.
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Mandarin Companion http://mandarincompanion.com

For kids in the upper grades, these popular stories, retold in Chinese, can’t be beat. They come
in both paper and online versions and feature retellings of stories like The Secret Garden,
Sherlock Holmes, Journey to the Center of the Earth, and Great Expectations. They are much
more interesting than many easier-to-read books written for middle and high school students in
Chinese.

Dictionaries, Chinese-English/English-Chinese Translation, Character Animation, Flashcards, Memory Games

Yellow Bridge http://www.yellowbridge.com
This is THE go-to online dictionary for many families when they’re first starting out in Chinese.
You can look up characters; find words; and, on a phone, draw the character with your finger
(great if you don’t know how to pronounce it.) It’s worth exploring the rest of their site too.
They’ve got some fun games for Chinese learners.

Yellow Bridge, Stroke order generator http://www.yellowbridge.com/chinese/character-stroke-
order.php?word=[&]

Pleco https://www.pleco.com
This is the most popular online dictionary for upper grade students, as it’s a little more
sophisticated but great once they’ve got a firm grounding in Chinese. It’s also got a good
flashcard creator. It can be downloaded to a phone, tablet, or computer, so it’s always
available, even when there’s no WiFi. Worth buying.

Chinese Flash Cards
There are many flash card making programs out there. Ask which ones your teachers like best.
It’s also helpful to ask upper grade parents, because often someone else has already put the
school’s vocabulary into a program, and you can use that database. Some popular ones are:
Quizlet: https://quizlet.com
Semanda: http://www.semanda.com/

BEXFRREEN

If you want to try to learn some Chinese yourself (and make your child feel infinitely superior to you because
their accent will be so much better than yours), here are some options:

If you’re an audio learner (or if you spend a lot of time in the car by yourself), the Pimsleur
Audio Method is great. Spend 30 minutes a day listening and speaking, and you’ll get a good
grounding in spoken Chinese. You can find their lessons on their website. They’re also available
on Audible.com. http://www.pimsleur.com/learn-chinese-mandarin
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If you’re more a visual learner, Rosetta Stone is very popular.
http://www.rosettastone.com/learn-chinese/

For a more contemporary feel, ChinesePod is a fun podcast that teaches both Chinese and
Chinese culture. It often works better if you’ve got a little Chinese under your belt, but you can
start out cold too. https://chinesepod.com

B . PRI B PER P

A A, BT

This is an example of an immersion teacher using only Chinese as she welcomes students to her class on the
first day of kindergarten.

Xidopéngydu, nimen hdo. /NI, 5411 I
Hello children (literally ‘little friends’), how are you? The teacher smiles, is very welcoming.

Qing jinldi i& 33k o
Please come in. The teacher uses her arms to usher the children into the classroom.

Bd nimen de shabao fang zai zheli 1EARA 1 A EX B .
Put your backpacks here. With a big smile she takes a backpack from one of the children to show
everyone what it is.

Shabao 5,

Backpack. She holds up the backpack and has them all say the word several times. A Mandarin-
speaking child (or one who has older siblings in the school) says very proudly, “##J means backpack. She
means backpack. We put our backpacks over there!”

Qing nimen zud zai zhéli {E /R 1AL 7EX B
Please sit down here. She sits down cross-legged on the rug at the front of the room and pats the
spaces on either side of her.

Zhelil ;X H !
Here! Here! Here! She says, waiting for the first child to sit down next to her. When one does, she
beams.
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Héo! 1if!
Good! She smiles broadly.

Your child is just 10 minutes into Mandarin immersion and has already learned to understand these words and
phrases: Come in, Backpack, Good, Here.

I

Chinese teaching videos beginning, middle, end of School Year 2016-2017
In these three videos, from Washington Yuying Public Charter School, in Washington DC, we see students and
teachers using Chinese at the beginning, middle, and end of the school year.

Beginning - In the process of establishing routines and procedures at the beginning of the day or the school
year, students don’t speak a lot of Chinese. This video clip shows sharing time, which is part of Responsive
Morning Meeting activities. Every day students take turns bringing an artifact to share with the class, and the
other students try to ask the speaker questions after he or she finishes sharing. Aini laoshi tries to encourage
students to use Chinese to ask their questions. (The morning meeting routine helps students get ready for the
rest of the day, and sharing can help students make personal connections with each other and feel happy and
safe in a Chinese learning environment.)

Middle - Students get used to working independently during literacy block while Aini laoshi is conducting
differentiated guided reading lessons with each round of small groups. Students all know the expectations and
activities that they will do at their stations.

End - Summative assessment at the end of a Dramatic Arts Unit - Students explore and learn different forms of
expressing ideas in the study unit. In a final project, they work in their groups to choose forms of expressing
ideas to create a script and perform the story. They created their own setting, costumes, background music,
and characters to perform, using different voices. They also created a survey to assess if their audience
(mostly their parents) got the central message of their performance.
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